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_ Of the dnthir. 
theniſelves? . What greater 
Blindneſs; than,: notknows 
ing, Or not having a Will to 
_— what that Interiour 
Difpoſition of the Soul ought 
to be; 'whereon the Vertue 
of tfue: Penance Chiefly de- 
pends, ito preſume to Judge 
of the Converſion -of a'Sins 
ner, rather by tho fair words 
he roo often gives;-or ſome 
other ſenſible motibn- he 
perhaps feels, . than:-by any 
change; which appears in 
his Converſarion,or'amend- 
ment in this Life!) ; 92> 
» Not: -are” they. ranting, | 
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who think Penanceanditrue | 
Sorrow: for, Sin; to:be-but 
the bare effe&t of ſome natu-- 


ral. adyantage x Soul: meets, . 
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_- From which ſo Exronious 
an Opinion, ir.queſtionleſs, 
proceeds, that notyyichſtan- 
ding ip, frequent'a reſort to 
the HERS of Penance, lo 
"ſmall, fruic. of Reformation 
appears, | ſo few. merit the 
Grace .of, the Remiſſion of 
their Sins; never wefe more 
x Confeſſions ſeen, -and never 
the'number of true Converts 
lefs.; which is tolay, - never | 
were falſe, and counterfeit 


Penitents more, numerousz |} 


never real and' true . more 
rare. For what'imports the ! 
yord Penance, but (onverſe- - 
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” no ; Cotvetſ on of the Heart 
E--..1S wrought; 'Penanc®Gn- 
- not be, 'bur abuſiyely” fs 
called.” 


- the Sacrament 'of Penatice, 

| dothnotonly not rehder hb 
greateſt part of Chriſtians 
| better; ths by a juſt Fidg* 

| - ment of God, oe: the abuſe 
| they make thereaf. canfeth 
How? inftead of mollifying 
_ the Heart, to become more 
|  obdurat in their Crimes, and 
conſequently to draw dow 
' In Jue of Benedictions, the 
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| own Heads. © 
l Nay;how many ond 
1 not unto the Sacraments, bur 

on delign the better to-nou- 

rich: theic Impieties ; think- 
ing to: hide ſo-foul'a viſage 
underiſo fair a mask of ſeem» | 
ing Vertue. The uſual Dreſs 
indeed, under which Hypo. | 
crites diſguiſing themſelves, 
| ſeek to appear in the Eye of 
others, better than indeed 
7 they are. Such is the Ma- 
f lice, ſuch the Impiety of fa 
k many pretenders at leaſt ra 
| Chriſtianity, that they ſur- | 
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Is come, that bur from time-to 
time to:confeſs and commu» 
nicate, /1s:to: have made::a 
.fair advance in the-way. of a 
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is to lead, inthe Lang RF. 
of the World, a devout Lite; + } 
lictle - refleting that-thoſe 
pretended: Acts of Piety, I 
how : godly ſoever. in. aps 7 : 
pearance, are yet,: when uns © | 
accompanied with trie Cone 
trition, :when withouta re- ' 
al Converſion of the Heart, - | 
buc ſ6-many: Acts indeed- of 
Sacriledg&rendring che Soul 
more culpable in the Eye of + 
Heaven, than before. - 
_- They Imagin that. the 
\ Sole Uſe of the Sacraments 
cannot - but argue a: great 
ſtock of Vertue, but heed || 
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*  not'thewanc of duediſpoſi- 
Y cioa requiſite gs: 
*  perſwading themſelves, they 
| may be laudably received, 
| - chough-with an Heart whol- 
| fy incenc to theheaping up 

of Riches, wholly Dved 
by Vanity, by Ambition; 
| wholly thirſting after Pleas 
| ſures, after Divertiſemeats ; 

 . wholly charmed by other 
| ſenſual Allurements: As if 
- the oppoſite Maxims of the 
| World and Goſpel could be 
| reconcild; or Grace - of 
| Jeſus Chriſt be drawn with 
the pravity of our Wills toan 
accord, = [ 
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if poſlible;thoſe falſe Links, J 
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deavoured to Inform, "with; 
Grace its aſſiſtance; even the ! 
meaneſt Capacities , ' what 
Interiour Diſpoſitions are 
required unto true Penance z4 
as allo the eſteem we ought. 
to have of io ſingular a Be-; 
nefir, rranſcending all Des! 
ſerrs af ours, - and only to be! 
purchaſed through che pure, 
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| are is SR uſe of, tin;-or- 
| der to the obtaining thereob, 
| are heretpreſie; :>45 alſo 
- the Method- to be obſerved 
inthe Examin of ourſelves, 

tothe end toravoid the Us 
ger -of being deceived. in 
 ſoweighty a concern, which 
| the want of Knowledge ro 
diſcern between falſe 'and 
| true Contrition, cannot but 
| caſt us Irreyocably into :_- 

[ heartily beſeech the 
| Goodneſs of God to grant. 
_ A 


tooth goth 
: e 


I 2Bleffing cothis linle'Work, | 

2 and water with the 'abun?' | 
. dant Dew of his Grace'the 
Hearts of Sinners, that bes 
* ing Converted,” they may 

: bring forth Fruitsworthy-of 


= Penance. - | 
.: ©: There-are: alſo annexed - 


- to the: Inftructions: Helating - 
unto-Penance (whicl'>-are 
3 digeſted 'in- a Catechiſtical 
4 Form, by way of Dialogue) 
Y. certain devout Exerciſes and 
23 Meditations, ſuch as Tjudg'd 
moſt proper to beget, and - 
: nouriſh in us a ſence of true | 
2 Contrition : the two Firlt 
are 


E.. T be 'Prefaute,: 8c. 
\. ate taken from: St; Anſelme; 
to: wit; the ſecond and third 
_ of thoſe of that holy Father, 
 acdording to the: rank als 
ſign'd-them inthe laſt Edi- 
tion of: his Works. : The 0» 
thers are wich more Method 
compos'd, according to 
thoſe Rules preſerib'd for 

Meditation,  which-feem:to | 
beithe moſt natural, and 
freeſb- from conſtrardt. - 
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The APPROBATIONS of 
| -- this; CATECHISM .n-the 
FRENCH: Tongue, \Given. by 
Doctors of the; THEOLOGE 
_ CAL Faculty of PARIS; = 
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. .Profeſour in Divinity. o 
-” oaſe and. Dehety 7 
We ah , Sorbonne , ", bY theſe 
Certify, That W- have. "read 4 Tit 
tle Ba ib” "Yritten . in "French, 
Bearing EST le of, . A Catethiſta 
of Periahce, guiding Sinfiersto 4 
true, Converſion: Groen at Sor- 
bonne the” 5th. day of Decem- 
ber. 1675. PIROT. 
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_ WL. Approbation, © 
He Pratliſe of all Pertues was 
A. prelinary amongſt the Primi- 

ze Chriſtians, becauſe. they neg- 


 Which'the Chriſt tans of theſe times 
negleHling, they are Lecome ftrax: 
ers ta'the Prattice of all Virtues, 
*Tis then to be wiſhed, that they 
 wouldreſume the Spirit of the Pris 
-mitzve Church, ſotorenew in them- 
ſelves Be lpers of Penance, a work 
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(way raquires a faithful, wid 

b experienced guide g Such:: Xs the 
oF FR 4: f1ANCr TH, qffprer ings te 
5 preg in of inftifcation,. freb 
guide then ſtands he in. Need 
of; tanto. whoſe condutt he". may - 
with. ſafety commit himſelf; and 
ſuch. an one' will this little Trea- 
riſe, entituled, A Catechiſm 
- . of Penance,&c. furniſh hin with : 
Seeing that but practifung the. Rudes 
and Haxims it delivers, he ſhall 
but prattiſethe Rules and Maxims 
of the Holy Scripture, of the Counr 
' cils, and Fathers of the Church, 
which 'he ſhall find all ſpea- 
king-with the ſame Tongue, and 
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reduced to an Abriagment in form 
of Catechiſm ; to the end, that Sin- 
aers* (whoſe Blindneſs, as to the 
Perities of Chriſtian Morality, ex> 
ceeds the Ignorance of Children in 
the Myſteries of Faith) may learn 
theſe Rules and Maxims of true 
Penance with leſs pain, and more 
facility. Far then from having 
obſerved: therein the leaſt thing 
contrary to Faith or good" Man- 
ers ; We certify, that all it cone 
tains, conſpires- to nouriſh- in the 
Fuſt, and in Sinners to excite this 
Spirit of Penance, ſo neceſſary” for 
a Chriſtian ; but which loſeth pro- 
portionably amidſt the world. its 
force, and decays, as the Perver-- 
fity of Men gathers ſtrength, and 
exncreaſes, Given at Paris the . 
34. day of December. 1675. 
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SHEWING; 


Wherein the Virtue of True 
PENANCE Conſfiſts: 


| | Quett. Hat doth- this word 
| Penance properly fig 754 
nif'y ? 


Anſwt#. tt ſignifies 4 Sorrow. 


iid Diffatisfation _ having m_ 
I 


Th 


«a, deſir q, ſaid, or y an Thing | 


contrary to the Law of God. 
. Doth this, Sorrow "daays flow 


from "the Vertue of T rue and Chriſti- 
ath Penance? © "\ 

i4, No; for, asthe - WA (4) Ca- 
fechiſme well obſerves, it often pro- 
ceeds, not. fronr the Confideragion 
of the” Offence commited againſt 


Al ighty. God byb;org the re-. 


oh we have to our owndntereſt; 

And. it- is then purely af Effect of 
Nature; and not of any«Chriftian, 

and. true. Penance.- - But. when-we. 
bewail our. own. Offences paſt, out 
ofthe only Motive, That a God fo 
infinitely Holy, ſo infinitely Good, 
kath' been thereby Offended, and: 
heartily deteſt them on. this ac- 
count alone, -we have ground to 


Oelierer That our-Hearzs are truly; 


uch'd, and that-our Sighs, and 
Fears, arethe real Effetts "thereof. 
.Q. What is -then the; Vertus. of 
Penance? (a) Cat, Rem. S. ”, 


. 


CE 


A. tt is the Guift, and peculia® © 


Grace of God,” by” means whereof, 
the Sinner converts himſelf hear- 
tily. unto him,hateing and deteſting 
the Offences of his. Life paſt, with 
a ſtrong Reſolution, through Di- 
Vine" Grace its afliftance, to Sin 
no: more; firmly Hopeing- withal, 
ty find Pardon, through the great 
'Mercies of God, and Merits of his 
cy: Sou yu ChriRt, þ 
« call you Penance the Gnift 
2 com if 
"A. Beeanſe if God Almighty 
enlightens not from above the Un- 
derſtanding, and enflames not with 
Kis- Divine Love the Heart, we 
ſhall never become Conyerted,. but 
fall Dye undoubtedly in our Sins. 
. Q. Why cat we Penance a peculiar 
Grace ? | 


/- 4. Becauſe God Almighty grants 


it-not, but when, and. to whomit 
pleaſerh Him. As alſo becauſe the 


_ | Eonverſon of a Sinner is a greater 


B 2 Miras 


| CET: + on 
| Miracle than the raiſeing of this, 
dead. | fs 

Q. How ſo? | OW 

A. Although a dead Perſon, 
taiſed by the Power of God-.to 
Life, could not Raiſe himſelf, yet 
' Is he not unworthy of the New Life 
he receives; but a Sinner fallen 
froth the Life of Grace, hath juſt» 
ly Merited to be for ever deprived 
thereof. {4 

Q. Doth not the Vertue of Pee 
nance comprehend in it ſelf all gther 
Pertues ? DEER 

A. It contains, in the Opinion 
of Saint Thomas; (b) in ſoine ſorts 
that which appertains to all other 
Vertues: For Penance being a kind 
of Repatation of Honour tmade by 
Mar to God, it neceſſarily includes - 
thoſe Veftues, which have God for 
their Objet; which are called 
Theological: And therefore can= | 
not Chriſtian Penance be without 


(b) 3P. q. $5. &. 3+ td 4 ; 
Faith, ; 


Faith, which ek] in us aBe-- 
L Tief in the Paſſion of the Son ="1 
| God; throngh the Merits of which, 
our Sins paſt are Pardoned, and 
we're-admitted-into Favour : Nor 
can it; be without a firm Hope and 
Confidence, , that bewailing, and 
deteſting, as we cbght, our Sins, 
we ſhall obtain the Remiſſion of 
them: Nor can Penance, in fine, 
be truly ſo called, ynleſs it be ac- 
companied with, a true Hatred of 
Sin for God Almighty's ſake> who 
hath been thereby Offended ; . which 
; Averfic on appertains to Charity. . 
Q. If Penance comprehends Faith, 
: Hope, and Charity, How can it. be 
| faid fobe 4 particular » Virtue ? 

' ___ 4. The ſame Saint Thomas (c) 
S Anſwers, That if we look on Per , 
5 nance'pureſy as. a'Sorrow for fin 
[- 


t onght. not then to be taken. 
or a particular Verte; becauſe 
this Sorrow may flow from Cha- 

( C) Log, cit, in corp. 


uL 


thy 


Bg , rity 


($). ES 
rity alone. But conſidering. it as 
a Sorrow for our Offetices again! 

God, in, and together with the 
Deſign we' have by due Satisfacti 
on; and the Ametidmeht -of our 
Lives, to Repair the ſame, It then 


manifeſtly appgars, That Penance 


ought to be look*d on as a.nar- 
ticular Vertue, and Branch of, Ju- 
ſtice. For torepaiy a Wrong dong, 
Sorrow alone ſyfficeth not, . nor 2 
bare purpoſe only to. Offen "00 
mote, but.unto a perfett Reconcir 
Hation with the Party injured, ſatis- 
faction is no leſs required, which 1s 
an Aft as well of Juſtice, as of Loye. 
Q, What art tie Effetts of true 
Penance e | | 3] | X 
A. 1}. It cleagſeth the Soul from 
the ſtain of /##, 2ly, Satisfaction 
1s thereby, in ſome ſort, made to 
the Divine Juſtice offended, by Re- 
Pairing the Injury done unto-God 
y. fin. 3!y. It recancileth S:nrers 
+ unto Gqd, reſtoring then again to 
his Love,and Favor, 


WH. 1s-, 


ba 7) 
nt Iiiruatons., 
Of the Kee ity of Penance. 
; Queſt. yo God never \ Paridos fre 
' Ipirbout 'ghis interionr 
Penkace, Talk] by St, Avguſtin, the 
 Converſl 17 of the Heart? - © 
 Afw. 'O8d Almighty, by 'the 
.Mmeans of the Sacrament of Bapti/m, 
Remits, a3 to Infants, Original Sin, 
and thar Priependently of Penanch, 
being wholly thiveof? in 'regard of 
their Age, as Sr. Anrnſtin' Teach- 
eth (4) incapable : "But. Mortal 
Sin, after Years of difcreGibty he 
never Pardotis, where” true Pe- 
nance, that is'to ſay, the Gonver= 
Ton of the Heart, is wanting- The 
Tame Holy Father aſſuring is, Thet 
God Almighty, who ſtill Pardons 


the Sinsof thoſe, who truly Com 


; (4) De Cap. con. don. 1. 4.'C*2hs 
B 4 vert 


(8) 
vert themſelves unto Him; Ex: 
cludes from all hopes of like Par- 
don, thoſe, whobecomenot in like 
manner Converted, Qs converſis 
peccata' donat, non comerſis nos do- 
7at, Nor is the remiſſion of Mor- 
tal fin,'in the Qpinjon of Se. 1 bo- 
- 145, (e) leſs than Impoſſible, where 
the Virtue of true Penance prepa- 
reth not the way. bY x 
;  Q, Upon what Ground doth this 
Dottrine rely ? 
A. :On the Ward. of FESUS 


CHRIST, Verity it ſelf; who ex- 


_ prefly announceth unto Sinners,that 

Onleſs they do Penance, they ſhall all 
'Periſh;, () which he twice in the 
Jame Diſcourſe repeats, to the end 
-tq oblige them to lend an atten- 
-tive Ear.to ſp terrible a Threat, 
.anfl ſeriouſly toLiſten to ſo impor- 
tant a, Truth, to wit, That hopes 
.of Salyation for Sinners, without: 


Penance, are in vain: Nor is it leſs _ 


(e)..Plal, 6. (f) Luc. 13. 
<9 J * * Remark- 


: 
i 


(3?) 
arkable , that-- Penance was 
chic ly. *That which Chriſt's Great 
Precurſor, as alſo Chriſt himſelf, 
and his Apoſtles 'fought, by the 
firſt of all their Sermons, to exx 
cite their Followers unto. So un- 
doubtedly did they believe Penance 
to be'the main,Point, on which 
depended the Salyation of Many 
kind ; and thatnoPart was, with» 
out it, to be pretended unto, in the 
Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, of Admits 
Tance to be purchas'd_.into the In- 
heritance of his Father's Glory: 
The firſt Thing St. Jo” An- 
. nounc'd, was, Do Penance, for the 
Kin dom of Heaven is at hand. (& 
Yield Fruits  worrhy of Penance. 1 
B zptzze ye in: Water unto Penance, 
Thelike alſodid Chriſt himſelf, uſe+ 
ing , when He firſt Preach'd, thele 
Waris, (hb) Do : Penance, for the 
Kingdom of God draws nigh. And 
what elſe was St. Peter*s firſt Ser- 
(&) 3£4, 3+ 14 24 & Lhe (B) Adata 4 Ve tp, 
| B $ Moy 


( (i '\ þ 
mon, but an Exhortation' ts [225 
nance; Do penarive, {aid he, ti.) 
ing unto thoſe, who had ad 
themſelves uiitb him; in order _t» 
their being Inforthn"d, what. they 
peg to You. 9 

By which Ut; "plainly appears, 
That the GoſpeLof- Grace -is no 
other, propeliy' xeaking, thap 
Goſpel of penance Which' Ma 
St: Paul to 1a > That now it ts, FR 
God appoints the dbing of Perjance to 
be proclain”d unto 'the Worlt,. with- 
out exception , yp 7 of geen or 
Place. AR. 17. ver. 30. * 

Q. Did Feſus Chrift thin Come ito 
the World, to the end, to oblige 26s 
#nto Penance : ? 

A. Can youdoubt thereof ?.Hims 
ſelf having expreſly declargd, () 
That the End of his comitig, was 
to call, not theJuſt, but Sinn: f8 un- 
to Penance. And was not the firſt 
thing He told His Apoſtles, after 
GA. 2. Ver. 38. (k) Luke 5. ver. ie 

© 


4 
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TW... 0 
He had opened their Underſtand- 
ings, and. Inſpired them with-the 
Knowledge "a the Scriptures, 'That: 
Te was neceſſary that Chriſt. ſhould 
Suffer, (1) ad Riſe again the Third . 


day fron the Dead ; and that they 


ſhould Preach. Perarce, and the Re- 
miſſion of. Sins: unto all Nations in 
his Name. And in fine, doth not 
St. Peter, ſpeaking of Jeſus Chriſt, 


Tay, (m) Thatit is He, whom God 


hath, by his Power as the Prince 
and' Saviour, Exalted ; to the end, 
to Grant unto 1ſrael the Grace of 
Penance, and of the Remiſſion of 
their Sins-. (1) It is then manifeſt, 
Phat the Grace and Gift of Penance, 
are the proper Effect, and undoubts» 
ed Fruit, of the Death and Paſſion 
of the Soz of God, and that with- 
out this Grace, we cannot hope 
for the Remiſſion of our Sins. 

* Q: When a Sinner is truly peni« 


tent,” doth he undoubtedly obtain the 
() Luk, 24. 4: 46,47; (M) AR, pou 3. 


Ca 


-. {7 Y 
elſe of bs Sins 
or, gfeat forever they be? 
A. Yes felis that God, who 
canngt lye, hath by Promiſe obli- 
ged himſelf thereunto. If the ſin- 
er, (0) ſaith he, ſhall Convert hims+ 
felf, and do Penance for bs ſins; If 
e ſhall keep my Commandement s 
ard obſerve the Rules of Fuſtice, Fi 
'wilh forget his Iniquities, and he ſball 
Live v4 ever, God having exclu- 
fed from his Mercies, the fins of 
NONE, - . but. thoſe who. Dye impe- 
ys / yohgs 
on by any Reaſon Cou- 
vin me or Febe Peri y of this Promiſe ? , ' 
"A You are A oads Convinced, 
that” no Sinner can Convert him- 
ſelf unto God, unleſs God firſt 
Convert him; and that God Con- 
verts him. not, but by the means of 
aPowerful preventing Grace: You 
cannot then but know, that God 
Almighty, Converting: aSinner, is 
©) EzCc bl, 18+ 
already 
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theCouicil,unto Juſt ificarion;when be- 


(13) 
already become; jn reſpeCt of the 
faid Sinner, Converted ; and Con- 
yerting.him not, but by. Reſtoring 
him untq Grace; ?tis not to . be 
thought He will deny ta a Sinner 
the Grace of Pardon» whom him- 
ſelf renders truly Penitent. 


A—— 


ITT. Jnſtructon, 
Of the Degrees of Penance. | 


Queſt. yu what cauſe 1s the 


beginning of Penance 


to be AſerdPde © 


 Anſw. To the Grace of God. 
The Council of Trent declaringthat 


being arriv*d unto the Age of dif- 


Ccretion, our Juſtification ought, as 
to its beginning, to be aſcribed to the 
preventing Grace of God through 
FeſusChrift We diſpoſe our ſelves, ſaith 


ing 


PEEL Ong 
 #ng excited, ana aided by the D:- 
vine Grace, &c. which the Roman 
Catechiſm thus explains. The Mer- 
cy of God prevents a ſinner, it chang- 
eth the heart, - and inclineth it unto 
himſelf, which made the Prophet Hie- 
remy #0 ſay, Convert us Lord unto thy 
felf,, arid we will Convert our ſelves 
unto thee. | pt ES 
 Q. Whats the firſt fep or diſpoſs 
tion towards Penance? © ; 
_ ,. Faith, Arriving unto Faith by 
the means of hearing (continues the 
{aid Council) they are Y an Att of 
the Will; left in its full liberty, drawn 
writo God, believing as a dane: 
edly true, whatſoever he bath reveal- 
ed,” and promiſed: . And. chiefly, that 
the Wicked are Fuſtified by the Grace 
and. Mercy of Goa, through the Re- 
Remption, which 1s mn 5a Chriſt. 
" The ſame doth the Roman Ca- 
techiſme teach, in thele terms, 
Being ' illuſtrated by this light, 
they interiourly approach maito God by 


520 ( 15) 

; Faith ; for to approach unto God, 
# ts in the firſt plice, as the Apo 
_ Me faith, @) neoeſſarily required. 
at we believe there is a God, 
and that he-,rewardeth thoſe who. 
feek , band dixefly 

} is faith, and chefly t 

hatS of vo «x fo gr Mrs 
required to the juſtification of a ſmner ? 
A. Becauſe he, who hath. not 
this Belief, nor this knowledg, can 
neither Love God, nor fear him, 
nor place his hope in him, as 
he ought; nor can he hate, and de- 
"reſt ſin with that hearty forrowz 
which Chriſtian Penance requireth: 
The reaſon is maniſeſt, for where 
the knowledg of the Majeſty, and 
greatneſs. of God is wanting, the 
malice of fin cannot be known, It 
not being in onr Power to love, 
or hate what we know not : for 
which reaſon alfo it is, that he 
who hath no knowledg of the 
(a) Heb.'1 1. &. | 
Grace 


Ub 2 
Grace. and: Mercy of God, norgf 
'our Redemption thropgh Jeſus 
Chriſt, cannot hope- to ſhare im 
the Mercyes of God, nor place , 
a. confidence in the Merits of Je- 
ſus Chriſt ; which yet, as the Coun- 
Cl] of Trent declares, is no Jefs 
than abſolutely neceſſary to the 
work of our Juſtification, and with- 
out which, we can neither. be tru- 
ly Penitent, nor merit the remi{- 
ſion of our ſins. 

Q. What ts the ſecond ſtep, or dif 
poſition unto Penance ? 

| A. The fear of pain. (a) Knowm 
themſelves, ſaith the ſame Council. 
ro be Sinners, they dread the ſevert- 
ty of God's Fudgments,. and reap 10 

mall fruit thereby, &c, for repreſenting 
e0 themſelves the ricour of Pains for 
an Etermty, (b)' Fear. ſerzcth their 
bearts, and diverts them from falt- 
ang into ſin, "RNS 

Q. Why are we ordinarily lead un- 
(a) Con, trid. Seſ. 6. c, 6, (b) Catech. Rom 

ro 


> 


(17) 
to true. Penance by the Apprehenſs on, 
and fear of Pain ? 

A. As the heart purſues nothing 
with more eagerneſs than pleaſure, 
nor flies any thing morethan grief, 
and pain; fear, which ſecures it a- 
gainſt Pleaſure, the Allurement un- 
to ſin, conduceth not - a little tg 
the Bridling our proneſs thereun- 
to, -as alſo to the reclaiming us 
from Evil, by the conſideration of 
the pain which attends the ſame. 
Whence it is, that fear weaning us 
from Evil; t9 the end. to eſcape 
the- pain awaiting thereon, it diſ- 

ſeth us, by a more Generous, 
more Heroick, and more Chriſtian 
Sentiment to the Love of Good, 
and conſequently to the deteſtation 
and flight of Evil, 

Q. Why is nat the "EN alone of 
Pain ſufficient unto true Penance? 

A. Firſt, Becauſe this fear alone 
Conyerts not at all the heart ; nor 
doth he, who refrains from S111, 
ON 


00) -- 
on no other motive than' the fear 
of Pain, caſt off the will, or af- 
fettion he hath toſin 3 nor would 
he ſcruple in the leaſt, the com- 
mitting thereof, 'conld he exempt 
himſelf from the Pain dye tthto it. 
Secondly, Becauſe a true 'Recon- 
ciliation with God confiſts'not with 
a meer ſeryil fear. Thirdly, Be- 
cauſe he, who deteſts not Sin, but 
on the accouht of his 'own 'In- 
tereſt, ' regards more the' damage 
he fears, "than the wrong he doth; 
and ſo reſents more his 'own loſs, 
thanthe Sin! he commits ; and \ſhuns 
rather the' pain, which world 'be 
Juſt, than his 'own Crimes which 
cannot be. bit unjuſt z which'clear- 
ly denotes the irregularity 'of fuch 
a fear. Fourthly, Becauſe nei- 
ther God, or our own Reconci- 
liation with him, are otherwiſe 
thereby ſought, then purely in or- 
der to our ſelves ; which is toren- 
der God ſybſerviens to our Inj- 
| goes 
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 quities, and make our ſelves the 


end of him, who onght to be the 
only end, as he isthe beginning, of 
all. A diſorder as in no other 
Vertue, ſo conſequently not itt 


that of true Penance, to be met 


withal. 
'  Q. What is the third Step winto Pe- 


mance £ 
_ A. The hope we have of there- 
miſſion of our ſins. Iris the Doc- 


- trine of the Conncil of Trext, which 


teacheth, That the Sinner, gonſideriny 
the abundant Mercies of God,changeth 
the fear he had, into hope :, confiding 
to meet with Pardon, on the Acconne 
of the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, The 
Roman Catechiſine alſo ſaith, Thas 
it is this hope of Pardo which invie 


' eth 2 Sinner firmly to reſolve on the 


Amendment of his Life. 
 Q. What 3s the fourth and laſt 


| Tep, or diſpoſition unto Penance ? 


+ A. The Love of God, whom the 


inner et 'e, as the 
SIASET.nOW b gins to Loves. | " wat 


XY . A \ 
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(20) = 
true Soyrce of all Vertue, and Ju-. F. 
ſtice ; and this Love is it which ex- "Þ 
Cites 1n him an Hatred, and Aver- 
fion unto ſin, wherein true Penance 
conſiſts. Love #» fine, ſaith the Rq- 
man Catechiſme, warming our bearts, 
engendreth that Filial Fear, by which 
zrue Children are #:ſcerned, and works, 
with all this good effett, that fear- 
Ing even in the leaſt ts offend God, 
we come to ſhake intirely off the ha- 
bit of Sin: Behold the acgrees by 
which we atrive unto Penance, A 
Vertue nholly Heavenly, wholly Di- 
Vine, ard unto which a promſe_of 
Heaven, as the Holy S cripture aſſures / 
' #5, 15, anneyrxd, | FA 
. Can it by any paſſage of Scr 
Plan Pd ht Wi, with- 
out the love of God, riſe from fin, 
or merit the remiſſion thereof - An 
that no Penance where this Love #3 
wanting, gan be true, Or at all avail- 
able to a Reconciliation with almighty 


Goa? Og 
| A. The 


 <w 
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: ns, (© That he 'who loves not, re- 


1 
ey >» 
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A. The. beloved. Diſciple tells 


mans in Death. And the Apoltle 


. no leſs aſſures us, (5) That in Vain; 


where Love is defective, are other 
Vertues practis'd. When with m 
whole Jubſt ance, ſaith he, 7 ſball 
+ bave rel:evd the Poor, and even de- 
ys of up my Body to be burnt, what 
if Charity alone be want 


Le Pg "& be he, arid accur.d, who 

- loves not oxr Lord and Saviour Jeſus | 
.Chrift,how taudable ſoever his other 
Actions appear. | 

'. + Little conqduceable then to our 
| Juſtification in the Sight of Gods 
'1s that Penance, ſhould it even 
incline us to ſuffer Martyrdonr” it 
.Telf, where that Love, that Charity 
15. not found, which Converts the 
"Heart, by transferring our affecti« 
ons from Creatures to God alons; 
(a) Jo: 3-14 (b) 1 Cor. 13: | 


Iv. Inffrucion. 
That the Vertue of Penance ex- 
ceeds the force of Natare. 


Quell. (em we of our ſeloth | © 
: conceive that ſorrow aug. . 5 
deteſtation of ſin, which ſhall ſuffice 
th.regain the Favour and Friendſhip 
of God ? EO EEE. 
 Arſw, We may well for fome..* 
Naturals or humane reſpect, . be- 
ws ſenſible of our own defaults z,  : 
ut as ſuch a reſentment cannot - 
take its riſe but from our ſ{zlves, 
ſo can it aim. at no. other - end, _ 
than. our ſelves; it being whol»  : 
ly. inefficacious towards the work-. / 
ing our Attonement with God, - 
uato whom 'we can never return; / © 
but by himſelf; nor love him, uns: 
lefs he give a beginning thereun-. 
pan Rev ought allo. to be the ſole - 


4 as 
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- wo | : 23 be | 
FF Q: True Penatice Cannot then, be 
Fj procured without the peculiar Afſiſt- 
atce of Divine Grace? _ | 
A. No, Ashath been already ſaid 

I in the firſt Inſtruttion, 

), But can we not of our ſelves 
J contribute at leaf. to the beginning 
F thereof, and diſpoſe our ſelves, m 

"| Yertue of our own force, thereunto ? 
# 4. Not at all, ſeeing we cannot. 

. 3 of our ſelves, as St. Paw teacheths 

/4 @) form. any one good thought, it 

-' | being. to God alone we owe our 
| whole ſufficiency in that kind:. Far 

are we then from arriving, through 

any force, or ſufficiency of our own, 

1 to thoſe High and Eminent Vers 

-| tues, which muſt Convert the heart, 

1 and. Reconcile us -again to God, 

A Verity the Prophet was not ig- 

Nprant of; when he ſaid unto Godz 

(b) Having . been by) thee Converted, 

Lord, I did Penance, and having - 

been by thee enlightned, Z. fmote my 

(a) 2-Yox, $« (b) Rier, 31. 19. 


| | - > gb Eos © 
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thi bh, obſerving the diſorders of wy 
own heart, . | 

- Q. True Penance i+ then the Guift 
of God, a Grace ſupernatural; and 
ſurpaſſing ' the' Power of a Creature 
left unto himſelf ? 

A. [tis hot only a tr 
Gift;but, according to S.7homas.the 
greateſt in ſome ſort, the moſt admi- 
rable, the moſt excellent of all the 
Works of God: St. Auruſtine no leſs | 
affirms;that theJuſtification of a ſin- © | 
ner, which is wrought by the means | 
of Penance; 1s a greater Work than -| 
the Creation of Heaven and Earth. 

Q: Detlare how. the Fuſtification 
of a ſinner argues 4 preater Power, © 
than the Creation of Heaven and 
Earth, yea then of Angels, and Man 
in the ſtate of Grace? © 

A.'Fn the Creation of Heaven 
and Earth, of Angels, and Men, 
God made naſe but of 2 Word a- 
lone; but to the Juſtification of 2 
figner, *twas receſlaty that Bs 


E 


(5) 


\ | gon-of God ſhould become Man; 


and. die, to the ed to make fatis- 
faction:for the ſins of Men, which 
he had 'Charg?*d himſelf with. ' 
\.Q; The Fruit of the Death and 
Paſſion of the Sin of God, the pro- 
21s fes of the Old Teft ament, and Gra- 
ces of the New, ado they all chiefly 
conſiſt 3n the Gift of Penance, and 
Juſtification of a'ſinner ? 
A.Sr.Panl faith, That Feſms Chriſt 
delitered” bimſelf up for ws, to the 
end to Realeem us from or Imquities, 
and to Purifie #s,, that he might ren- 
der us a People peculiarly conſecrated 
to his ſervice,” (2) And the Prophet 
Exzechtel lays before us the Promiſes 
of God in theſe words, (9) 1 will 
£17e; unto. you a new Heart, and 1 
will ſend a new ſpirit intothe midſt of 
you, and 1 will take from you your ſtony 
Hearts,and Twill give unto you Hearts 
of Fleſh, and. will cauſe you towalk in 
the way of my Ecmmandements, and to 
(4) Tits 2+ 24. Þ) Ezech. 36s 26, 27 * 
C obſerve 


bbſerve. Ws ard ro fulfil them. 
Now this.change-'of an obdurate 
heart into; 2 new one, and-the guift 
of a nei; Spirit; 1mports nothing 
elſe than the Grace of Penance, an 
Jaſtificationzof. a, ſipnen,  <:) 
| Can any.'bne claim at thehand 
of God, 44 dut; this Graze of Penance ? 

A. No, For man being become 
guilty of ſin, is not only fallen ipto 
an 'Fncapacity - of meriting..-this 
Grace, but-his Offences, - together, 
with the. Corruptions of his Heart - 
jaſtly. deſerve: that God ſhould for- 
ever withdraw his Mercies: front 
him. So that if God at any timede- 
ay him this Grace, he juſtly does it; 
and graiiting it; he does but: what 
his meer Mercies moye him: unto- 
'4n fine, it'woutd ceaſe to be Grace, 
ſhould it be-dus to' any mierits-of 
ours: whick plainly condemns: the 
preſumption of thoſe,e who, thit 
they may: wittt.. thre freadem: fin, 
'e With che: meceghe. 


” 
—— OUS ALERTS PPE 
. 


SW. 
of doing Penance hereafter 5 as if 
this Grace were due- unto them 
and they -fally aſſured thereof. | 
 Q+;3 Doth not: God grant #nto ll 
Sinnerthe Grace-af doing Penance ? * 
A. It is certain that he refuſeth 
it, through the judgment -of /his 
Juffice, unto many 5 for many, #$ 
we ſee, die in their fins; ſome ſurs 
prifed by death in the Aftual com- 
mitting'of themy{God -not grant- 
ing them time , or opportunity ta 
do Penance; othets meet indeed 
with both ; [but ſach'is their Blind> | 
neſs, ſuch their, Hardneſs of heart; 
the juſt puniſhment of ſin, that, A» 
bandon'd to a*kind of Inſenſibilitys 
they look on Penance with an eye 
even of averſion,or at leaſt, through 
too dangerous, 'too treacherons's 
Confidence, defer + it to the laft; 
inſomuch [that a great number er- 
ther do no penance at all, or but 
inappearance only : Like unto King 
Antwochus, who burdenſom tohim- 
CUSHAL G2 ſelf, 


ſelf,” 2nd _touch'd with a'greater 
ſenſe of his own Miſeries; then his 


Crimes, .(2) could not obtain of > ; 


God that Mercy, which in appearx- 
ance-he ſeemed fo inſtantly to-de- 
mand. | I." at Sl 
..Q, [Fit certain that God dothi ma- 
times puniſh Sinners with' this 
blindneſs, and obduratneſs of. heart * : 
.. 4. There can no doubt be made 
thereof, it haying: been by a Pro- 
het,;and an. Evangeliſt ſo mani- 
teſtly atteſted: St. John (b). ſpeak» 
ing of the ewes, | Aſſires nsz they 
could: not believe, ; becauſe 1/azas 
had ſaid of them (c ) that God had 
Blinded their Eyes, and bardned their 
bearts, leſt ſeeing -wzth their - Eyes, 
_ and comprehending. with their, hearts, 
they ſhould become converted, and- he 
znclened to heal them. , It would be 
eaſy to alledg many other. paſlages 
of L cb Importing, that God 


(a) 2 Mac: 9. (b) -Jo, 12. ('E) Iſt. 
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Almighty Abandons fometimes'ſiny 
ners ſo' far, that they ſhall never 
hecome Converted, nor receive the 
leaſt Impreſſion from ll the Ser- 
Mong they hear, all the Exhorta- 
tions 'which' are-made unto them, 
all-rhe Inſtructions which are given 
them ; nor yet fromall the Miracles 
the Hand of God himſelf ſhall 
work. amongſt them; Reſembling 
herein the Fewes, whom neitherthe 
Exhortations, nor Inſtructions of 
the Spn of God, nor Miracles, 
though wrought by him in- their 
preſence; could convert. 

Q. 1s God then the cauſe of this 
Obdurateneſs ? | 

A. No, The cauſe thereof are 
our own ſms; which cauſing us-to 
abandon God, \they oblige 'him to 
abandon us unto the. darkneſs, 2nd, 
deſires of our own hearts, by deny- 
ing-us the Grace neceſlary for the 
recovery -of our ſelves from ſo. de- 
Meorevie 2 ſtats, from whence It 


pron © Q3 


- 


39) + 


$ that the corruption of Na- 4 


Tore gets theupper hand, . and rem 
ders it ſelf Maſter both of the Heart 
and Will. - 


Q. Who are aboſes; that chiefly ths | 


ſerve to' be thus. abandoned to this 
blindneſs ments oveds and obdur ageneſs 
beart ? 

A. Thoſe f. rſt who reject the call 
of God, juſtly merit, that he ſhould 
go more ſpeak unto their hearts,but 
abandon them to the pradence of 
their own Fleſh. 

' 24y. Thoſe who raſhly,8& through 
preſumption, believe that their 
Converſion. depends not but on 
their own will, on which alone it 

no.leſs depends todo Penance when 
rw pleaſe. Thoſe I ſay juſtly de» 
ferve to be by God abandon'd ta 
their own weakneſs, and left unta 
themſclyes, to the end they 'may 
have no ground to. glorify theme 
ſelves, nor cauſe to tmpute- their 


_ Salvation to-any Power or Vertue of _ 


their own. 3. The 


SED | 
- 34; TheGrace ofa'true Con» 
verſion 1s juſtly denyed unto thoſe, 
4 who look on iit as athing due; and 
] perſwade themſelves, that, ſhould 
|} 'Godrefuleit, hecould' not with6tt 
| anjuſtice puniſh them; iwhoſe pride 
to confound , God: delights to mant- 
| feſt the Rigour of his Juſtice, by 
# denying them the ſuccour of his 
Mercies: | 
Aly. God yetdenies th Grace of 
Converſion unto thoſe, who _ 
perſwade themſelves, they ſha 
without difficulty, -without labour, 
or pain, obtain it, and ſet ſo low a 
value thereon, that far from hams 
bling themſelves, far from mourn= 
ng»: far from applying themſelves. 
as they'ought, to prayer, in order 
to' the meriting thereof, - they 
... Ptcaſe themſelves,yea glory in their 
: Crimes; Art leaſt, but coldly de- 
NN mand ſo great 2 grace, dreading 
£ Afflictions, dreading ſufferance, 
 drcaing the very thought _ Vio- 
ence 
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 _ Jence towards themfelves ; 'As if 
ſalmportant a Bleſſing deſery;d nat '# ** 
$0: be- purchaſed at any rate,. yea | 
with the -yhole ardour- of - their 
-Souls- ?Tis what God - himfelt _ 
deſires to. render us ſenſible: af; 
when in the ſame place, where he 
ſures us, that thoſe, who, ſeek 
him, ſhall find him; He adds 
this condition withall, providett; 
'that we: ſeek. him -with : all our 
heart, 9nd -in perfett ſorrow. of 
: ſoul; which alſo J=sus cur IST 7! 
= farther yetconfirmes by theſe words | 
full. of, terrour; («) Strsve to enter 
by the Narrow gate, for I affirm unto 
you, that many ſhall ſeek, #0 enter 
thereat, but ſhall not obtain it, be- 
cauſe tis without painz'' without 
difficulty, without diſpenſing with 
pleaſure or eaſe, they ſeck to enter; |} 
. Q. Ave thet the loſs of Graee, ad 
fate of moral fin of ſo dangerom 4 | 
fanonnen Fo ett bn HARA, of 
(4) Luc 13. 
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4. Yes 
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' (33) 
-* A. Yes,more dangerous than can 

| be expreſſed : , it being firſt wholly 
impoſſible for a -ſinner to. recover 
the grace he hath once Joſt, or quit, 
the unhappy-ſtate'ſin hath caft im 
1nto, / without -recoprſe had unto 
true Penance. 2. Becauſe this grace 
is the pure-Gift of God alone, 
which he-is in no wiſe oblig'd to 
grant. 3. God juſtly refuſing it to 
ſo great a number of ſinners, what 
can be more doubtful, then whe- 
ther ſuch an one ſhall ever obtain 


What ents: a S; inner then, Aban- 
coned to fo d'plorable a ſtate, todo ? 
.A. He ought firſt, carefully | to 
refrain from whatſoever ſhall far- 
ther increaſe the Wrath of God 
againſt nim- Secondly | to hear with 
all due attention his Word : 3 and 


| embrace the 'itiſpirations he ſhall 


| giwe him :* Thirdly, to pur faith- 


| fully: in praftice' the good Motions 


ie ſhall viſit- him-withal. Fourthlys 
L to 


2000) .; 


| to acknowledg his own frailty, aS j 
alſo his own unworthineſs to :re- | 


celye ſo great a Grace. Let him» 


Fifthly, with a. due ſenſe bewail | 
the Joſs of the Love. and Favour | 
of 1o great, and good a..God ; ſpar 
ring neither Tears, nor Prayers, | 


wg wy. PRonGt. 


nor Faſts, nor Almſdeeds, nor or | 


ther Penal Works, how difficult ſo- : 
EVers which may conduce to the re- | 
covery of ſo Ineſtimable a Treaſure. | 
Q. Shall a ſunner,, per ſeverantly com- : 
uredly ahtahn #be 

& YACE of P nance, and of a true C- Os þ 


| plying herewith, a 


verſion ?. 


' A. Yes, he ſhall certainly obtain | 


It ; It is, Chriſt himſelf, who gives 


us this Aſſurance, ſaying, 4% and 


ot ball be gever unto you; ſeek, and 
you ſhall find; knock; and' the Gate 
hall e operd auto you * In ſomuch, 
that let but a Sinner perſevere-to 
Knock, ſhould Gad, as to an Ene- 
Hemy, deny him: entrance, being 
Dot asyet reſtored-unto his Fayoyr, 
- __' 
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EH 
BY will his importunity force it 


| from him that is to ſay, his hum- 


ble and inftant/Perſeverance ſhall 


| 'not fail to wreſt from God Al- 
| mg the grant of his — 
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| Concerning the Thuft on of the 


who think themſelves in the 
ftate of Grace, when they are 
" zndeed in the State of Mortal 
SH, . 


Que ſt, JO not many believe thens 


ſelves to be in the ſtate of 
Grace, who - really aresn the flare of 
Aort al Swi? , 
4 Thereare but too many who 
teſemble the; Phariſees, of whom 
Chrift ſaid: That they had- their 
Confidence placed in . themRlves, 

re RoIrimg 


\& » | 
reckoning themſelves anjonsſt the | 
Juſt ; : this: prod; fort of- People; 
full of themſelves, think chemſelves 
full of gdod Works; and arrived: 
to .an higher degree- of Sandtity, 
than the reſt of Men; whoſe Lives 
they-look not 0n,-but with an Eye 
of Indignation and Contempt. 
Which Tere Pride of theirs, evi- | 
denceth their Vertues to be but 
Hypocriſy.; and: the' Sanity they 
boaſt of, but Injuſticeand Impiety. 
Which cauns'd. the Son of God to | 
Thunder forth ' againſt .them the 
moft formidable of Maledictions, 
to wit, that they ſhould Dye in 
their Sins. They ought not to 
expect. from God a milder Res 
proach; than the Biſhop of  Laoa#- 
cea juſtly. incur'd;. :recorded by 
St. John in theſe Words; (a) Thow 
ſayſt--that thou art rich; that thy 
Wealth abounds,” and. ſtandPft in need 
of nothing ; and know! not . how 

(8) Afoce 3» ; Rp 
Poor, 
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how, Blind thou art. - So Blind in 
deed.was this unhappy.-Biſhopz in: | 
the concern: of his/.own. inktoake 
Welfare,: ſo. much a neg: tor 
the ſtate of his -own Souk.- A 
Others there are, who» actually 
being in the ſtate of: Mortal: Sin, 
think not at all thereof, norandeed : 
believe it. And theſe, more nice- 
ly deluded, perſwade themſelves; 
that not to loſe the Grace and Fa-: 
vour of Almighty. God, it ſuffi-/ 
ceth ſo to demean themſelves, that! 
their Actions: prove not highly: 
Criminal. And indeed enquiring : 
into the manner of: their whole : 
procedure, it would argue too great” 
a ſeverity to faſten on the worſt : 
of their Actions, the cenſure of 
Mortal Sin. ' If quitting their Beds, 
they neglect to-offer.up themſelves 
to God, what is .it- but a Venial” 
Omiſlion. If the: Morning paſs a- 
way in the diſpatch.of Afﬀairs,in 
D Coyfe- 


"0: > A 
Poor, how Miſerable, how: kk 
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PR (38). : 
Coyfeing, Dreſling;\ and Adjuſting 
themſelves; there is' more of the 
unprofitable, more of ſimal}-vani- 
th. therein, than crime: From 
_ thence: to Maſs, where, if perfect 
Attention be wanting, it ought 
rather to be imputed to Negligence, 
thanany hainous Contempt : 'Then 
tothe Table, where the variety of 
choice Diſhes ſerves rather to'pre- 
vent offence unto the Pallat, tharto 
adminiſter matter of Pleaſure: Aa, 
What great Crime would the Plea- - 
ſore 1uſvally taken therein, amount 
unt6:? 'Next, Viſits: to! be made-or- 
received, are reſolved upon. 'The 
reſt of the day 'is altorted to Con-: 
verfation, which 1s ſometimes ſe- 
riouss/ ſometimes pleaſaitt ,-- ard 
ſometimes matter of complement 
helps: out Difcourſe 3 but yer due 
Meafares are ftitl obſerved. "The 
Serious: part is not fallen upon, but 
to 'the. end, not- to: fail in matter 
of yah ; - -atG- Mirth -ijs bat. a 
pretty 


(39) 
pretty pleaſing kind of humour, 
Proper to ſ{weeten Converſation: 
and if a peice of Gallantry chance 
to be ſtarted, whilſt without heat 
of Paſſion, 'tis conceived to be 
without Offence ; nor will Paſſion 
need any great excuſe, provided 
it mount not to exceſs.. Trifles 
often in Company piece out; *tis 
true, Diſcourſe, where alſo the 
Humours of others,eſpecially thoſe, 
of whom we are apt to eatertain 
aleſs favourable Opinion, are ma- 
ny times decry*d ; in all. which, 
"What enormous Crime appears ? 
 Andif ſome Game be perhaps pro- 
poſed, *Tis rather, ſay they, on 
the account of Divertiſemenr, than 
Intereſt ; nor can they conclude 
- any great hatm therein. Supper, 
in fine, -enſues;- which ended,- in 
like manner, as in the Morning 
they forſook their Beds, retireing, 
they betake themſelves to Reſt : 
In all which, What can juſtly be 
| D 2 deenrd 


ſoeyer to the Preſcripts of Jeſs 


Life ſuitable enough, I confeſs, to 
the ſuggeſtions of Nature. But 
doth the love of our own Eaſe, 
doth the love of innocent Diver- 
tiſements argue us Guilty of any 
Great Offence? And fo judging 
of theſe Perſons, by what doth in 
their daily Comportment appear, 
to comdemn them to a ſtate of Mor- 
tal Sin, would be too ſevere. But 
Searching into the bottom,. and 
ſifting the Aﬀections of the Heart ; 
the true Meaſure of our Innocency 
or Guilt in the fight of God; 
what ſhall we diſcover, but a Peo- 
ple full of the Love of themſelves, 
and conſequently deſtitute of the 
Love of God? What, but a Peo- 
ple, held, by the Maxims of the 
world, faſt Link*'d unto the world, 
and loving what the world Loves, 
how contrary ſoeyer to the Maxims 
of Chriſtianity, how repugnant 


Criſt? - 
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deem'd aCrime ? *Tis a courſe of 


EIT E477 98 
Chriſt ? What ſhall we meet with- 
al, but a People wholly ſway'd by 
Pleaſure, by Vanity, wholy inte- 
reſled in temporal Concerns, whol- 
ly diſintereſſed in the weightier 
Concerns of their own Souls ? 

Now who ſees not that ſuch a 
State, being aſſuredly no ſtate of 
Life and Grace, can be no other 
than a ſtate of Sin and Death; 
For if to love the world, be, as 
the Apoſtle teacheth, To become 
an Enemy unto God : ( a) And that the 
Soul which tives in delights, be al= 
ready dead - (b) Is he not then 
Dead ? Is he not. an Enemy unto 
God? that is to ſay, Caſt out of 
the Favour of God, and deprived 
by Mortal Sin of Life, the Life of 
Grace, who Lives not but to the 
World, nor enjoys himſelf, but in 
the enjoyment thereof ? 

Let us no longer then deceive 
our ſelves, qQut of an erronious 

(a) Fac. 4. 4. (b) 1 Tim. 6: | 
D 3 Per- 


(42) 

Per{waſion, . that refraining ſuch 
Actions as involve mortal Sin, we 
are ſafe enough, and ſecure from 
danger of Darnnation : No, it ſuf- 
ficeth to render us tlyable thereun- 
to, not to Love God more than 
the World, or than our Selves, 
and to defer more to pleaſure, 
to vanity, to ſelf-intereſt, or the 
like, than to the Love of God, 
the Good of our Neighbour, or 
the Wellfare ' of our own Souls. 
Others there. are, beſides thoſe 
mentioned, who having but Con- 
feſſed their Sins, fancy themſelves 
inſtantly received into Favour, in- 
ſtantly re-eſtabliſhed in the State of 
Grace ; little Sollicitous, whether 
their Confeſſions were with Sor- 
row dyely accompanied, or wrong, 
to the Divine Juſtice done, be by 
Satisfaction - duely repair'd. As 
if the bare Confeſſion of their Sins, 
with how little remorſe ſoever, 
were all,, wherein the Vertue of 

- true 


_ | 
true Penance gid confilt.  Anim- 
portant Point, wherein to many too 
often abuſe themſelyes ; as the fol- 
lowing 1nſtru#4on ſhall make appear. 


pI 


V1.: Inſfructon, 
Of the Ilufion of thoſe, who. be- 
' © Heve that they have "True 
'. Contrition, and yet are found 
to be without i. | 


Queſt. A Seaners ar any time - 
LA diced in the point of 

Sorrow for their Sims ? | 

4. Yes, for they ſometimes tak 
.the Sorrow they feel, for true Con- 
tritibn, which yet proves wholy 
defective as to that, wherein trye 
Contrition chiefly conſiſts: ' They 
think it ſyfficient- thereunto, to 
acknowledge their Fault, -and Con- 
teſſing it, to demand Pardon: for 
- D 4 the 


Bs but; "8 6:89; that 
Where: the "Heart HB not | truly” 
-chang'd,: their pretended Sorrow 
falls-ſhort. of true Contrition, and 
little avails them to the Remiſſi- 
on of their Sins. - Which the Ex- 
ample of King {Antiochus makes 
evidently appear : He acknow- 
ledg'd his Tranſgreſſiors; he with 
Tears made ſhew of more than or- 
dinary Sorrow; he vow'd Reſtitu- 
tion-of whatſoever he-was un'uſt- 
ly Poſſeſs'd of; he oblide'd him- 
ſelf to ſet the People of Hieruſa- 
"lem, '\which he" had held Captive, 
"at Liberty 3 to” make- Rich Pre- 
3 + ſents to the Temple, to defray 
-- , -— oats ids-own Charge all the Victims, 
. - which ſhould-be. there offered up 
tothe True God in Sacrifice; and 
& Announce 'the -Greatneſs of his 
"Majeſty and Gloryto allthe World. 
- cSneftPromiſes; fuch Proteſtations 
5 King make in the Sight 

"ad Preſence of-God, whoſe Eye, 
e 


SY 
= well knew, penetrated the bot- 
' tom. of his Heart, and diſcovered 
the moſt Secret of All his Thoughts; 
whom therefore he coytd not pre- 
tend to deceive; and as little did 
"Ut. avail him to Diſſemble : And 
or was this Contrition of his, 
how Goodly ſoever in appearance, 
rejected ; nor obtained he the Par- 
den, which he fo inſtantly deman- 
ded. 

Do. Sinners often deceive thus 
ehentlibvel in the diſcernment of tru? 
aid falſe Contrition ? 

A. But too often, as well ap- 
pears by what the Fathers of the 
Church, have Teft Written 6n that 
* Subjet; As atſo by the Rules, the 

Holy Councils have preſcribd, for 
preventing the Abuſes, which fre- 
quently ariſe , from the planſible 
Appearance, which falſe and de- 
cettful Penance carries with it. ' 

Fs there any danger of Deceit 
£77 | this hind, mm the preſent Age we live 
"em? Ds A. Ne- 
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A. Never more; The Love of 
God, as the Roman Catechiſm ob- 
ſerves, being at preſent grown in 
the Hearts of Chriſtians ſo cold 
that many require not at all to 
the Remiſſion of Sin, that the 
Penitent, with his whole Heart, 
bewaik his Offences palt, or that 


he be ſenſibly and interiourly 


touch'd 3 but that, any” Sorrow, 
though feign'd, and only in ap- 


. pearance, doth ſuffice. 


Others admit indeed unto the 
Remiſlſion of Sin, a neceſſity of our 
being truely Touch*d, and as true- 
ly.: concern'd for haveing commit- 
ted it; but hold withal that the 


ſole DiſlatisfaCtion, the ſole Diſ-, 


pleaſure we have for haveing Of- 


tended God, is all-ſufficient to a 
true Reconciliation, and perfect 


Attonement with him. - 

' An Errour amongſt Chriſtiaris, 
but too frequent, who believe them- 
ſelves in the Court of Heaven Ab- 
ERR NS ſoly'd; 
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7 (47) | 
ſaly'd> if they but Confeſs :thejr 
v13s with any. little Remorſe,. for 


_haveing fallen into. them» thaugh 
with 2s little purpoſe, of Ameng- 


ment, and .as ſmall: Reſolution of 
avoiding, for the. Future, the oc- 
caljons of Sin,. or .Will to apply.a 
Remedy : Without which, geyer- 
theleſs their Penance, their Con- 
trition, 15 as Fruitleſs, 'as their 
pretentions ...to a. Reconcuiation 
with God are. vain. True- then, 
and but too.true. it is, That the 
Contrition. of, many little. or. .no- 
-thing ayails: to the Remiſſion of 
theis- Sins ;. as by this reaſon 1s 
clearly Evinc*d. . Never were more 
Confeſſions, never fewer Conyer- . 
ſions ſeen: From. whence it can- 
not but follow, That Penance was 
never more abuſed; ſeeing that Pe- 
nance cannot, without a true Can- 
verſion, be true. Do we nat ſee 
the Life of the greateſt part of 
. Chriſtians, to be but a kind of 
EGS. EP Megly 
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M5 M4 ne up of Sins. and Coh- 


-Feffions, of Confeſfions and Sins : 
"And that they preſent themſelves 
| he Tribunals of the Church, 
unteſolved to'quit their ill Habits, 
unreſolved ro: abandon the occaſi- 
- ons of Sin, unreſolved to encoun- 
" ter their own Paſſions, and as lit- 
' tle difpoſed to Apply a Remedy 
' to the Evils they ſeem to deplore. 
Are they not daily ſeen, notwith- 
' Ttanding the Sorrow they pretend 
-in Confeſſion' to'expreſs,. to retire 
from. the Sacrathent 'of Penance, 
as full 'of Love unto the World, as 
' full ff Love viito themſelves, I 
Bs devoted to Vanity, to Plea- 
"to Intereſt, as be ore. 

Oh how frequent, how great 1s 
-e- Abuſe - of Penance! how few 
"true Peniterts ! were ſuch Con- 
- feſfions Good, c&hiId ſuch Penitents 
be Saved, it conld not be Far 


_ That'a bad Life is ordinarily at 
"ned by as bad a Death : 
could 


(49) 
could i. be. but. falſe, though At- 
teſted by Verity it ſelf, that the 
Way to Heaven is narrow, and - 
ſtrait the Gate which enters into 
Life; and 'that none . enter there- 
at without Pain, Difficulty, and 
Sweat; yea , without. Violence 
offered to themſelves. We ſhould 
rather conclude, That the Way 
were eaſy, and large the Gate, 
| ſeeing that Men, without” an Adye 
to Pleaſure, to Vanity, to Interelt 
without Conquering their own Paſl- 
ſions, without laying Hands upon 
- themſelves, entred with ſo much 
 Faſe: And that, but confeſſing 
' their own Frailty, with any little 
"Sorrow, any ſmall reſentment of 
' their Crimes, how great ſoever> 
the Benefit of Abſolution were 
- without more adoe obtain'd. 
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js "whence it proceeds, - "7; hat 
5 S{1mers /o often deceive them- | 


i, +. ſelves 7u{the Point <E True 
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| Sinner ſhould judze the 
Sorrow he bath for his Syns to. I 
"rue Contrition, it not- being truly | 
ſo ? | 
*Anſw. This firſt happens through 
Tznorance, whillt wanting due In- 
ruction, he knows not that where- 
Air true Contrition conliſts, nor 
the chief Vertues required there- 
unfo; and. without which a Re- 
. conciliation with Almighty God), 
cannot, by means thereof, be 
wrought; ſuch as are Faith, Hope, 
and Charity ; as alſo through want 
of Ability to diſcern between true.” | 
and falſe Contritions RTE. es: IT | 
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CD; 
Sceondly, This proceeds from 
the Love of onr ſelves, which of- 
ten decetves ns, makeing us believe, 
that we Love that which in effect 
we do not Love; and that we no 
longer Love that, which yet we 
Milt Love. If any ſpark of De- 
vation but warm our Hearts, or 
that. we experience the leaſt Aver- 


fron unto Sin, we are apt to flatter, - - : 


Immediately our felves with the 
"concert of our Loving God above 
allz and Hateing above all, what- 
foever' we know to be diſpleaſing 
unto him. As if any flight Im- 
preflion were of- force enough to 
change the Heart. 
 #bwrdly, Wedeceive our ſelves, 
by taking what but barely occurs 
nato the Mind, for real Motions 
of the Heart ; as alſo what but 
meerly Preſents it ſelf, for fixed 
Deſigns. And hence it proceeds, 
That many fancy themſelves al- 
ready Tranſported with the true 
Love 


Love of God, as ſoon: as or 
ſhall but have ſaid, 44y God, 
* Love thee ; and that all the ts 
"they have of a Change of Life, 
' are aS many poſitive Reſolations, 
| and true Converſions of the Heart ; 
fo little are we vers'd in thetrue. 
Knowledge of our ſelves. 
_ (a) St.Gregory excellently deſcribes 
"this Illufion, We are often olelnded 
into a ſtrong perſwaſion, Taith this 
Holy Doftor, that we Lowe 
good _Attion, which yet indecel we levee 
'20t at all, or that we love not the 4 
ry and vanities of the World, wha 
yet in effect, we Love to that alegvet, 
that we even make them the Tols of or 
Heart. 
| . Is it then true, that many dt- 
ceive themſelves in the Know of 
their own Contrition ? 
A. Yes, for' we ſee many, who 
- * think themſelves triely Contrite, 
provided they but with Atteation 
(a) Paſt. 1. Ps Go 9» ; 
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recite ſome certain Prayer, where- 
in they find expreſſed, That they 
are Sorry for their Sins, that they 
heartily deteſt. them, and are ra- 
ther reſolved to Dye, than Sin 4- 
gain. Theſe Perſons percelvy, not» 
that it is their Thoughts only 
which ſpeak, and not the Heart ; 
and that to Think, and Say, are 
. far difterent from, to Love, and 
 WHl: ''' The _ Heart -holds not 
alwayes Intelligence - - with our 
"Thoughts ; and it "often falls Aut 
that the Heart is. not at all, 
at moſt,” but faintly'Touch'd, Nt 

ere our Thoughts be, .or whar 

Prayer ſoever we recite, and that 
with the greateſt Attention ima- 
ginable. To\thipk. then, or by 
words to affirm, "That we are 
heartily Contrite, is not to have 
true and hearty Contrition indeed : 
Nor are they wanting, who, read, 
and recite with ſtrong Application 
of Mind; the tnoſt Telett Senti- 
ments 
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ments of Penance, and . Aﬀts,: the 
moſt perfect -thax can be, of Con- 
00D, whepewith Baoks Plenti- 
Full y furniſh them, without. have- 
ing. the Heart- at all touch'd, at 


lealt not touch'd, lo A Converſion: 


In which kind it. is, That many | 
abuſe themſplves) believing them- 
{elves to. have. form'd a vigorqus 


A of Contrition,. becauſe. they 


have, with Attention of; Mind, 1p- 
oak thoſe high Proteſtations of 


detelting, Sin. 
Tem ee] oat Th "43 


'and know, Dope true Contrition 
ig to be lodg'd, not;in thoughts, 
- OF. Dt, but 1 in the . Heart. 


A at- teaft ft, when. we find 
"Our Fl 0 Jenſraly ranch, that it 
"draws even Th from the . Heart, 
"and Tears from the Eyes, ought. then 
_ our Contrition to. be looktd® 07, 45 
T rue and Simcere ? 


A. We. -may.. be yet deceiv'd 


Yar ein; "A for mole Sighs and:Tears 


may 
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- | may well proceed from atender- 
- || meſs of Nature, and Senſe we have 
of the Shame, which ACCOMpanies 
Sin,or Pains wherewith it is threat- 
nee; --" 


Do you pretend that it is 
Fruitleſs to recite ſuch Prayers, as 
thoſe before-mentioned ? 

A. Contrarywife, I highly ap- 
prove thezeof; but' affirm it an 
Errour to believe, That the Grace 
of Penance 1s, as jt were, there- 
onto annexed ; or that we, when 
we but read, or with Attention 
recite fuch Prayers, muſt needs 
then inſtantly obtain it: Let them 
in God's Name, then recite them, 
but let the Heart withal rather 
ſpeak, than the Fongune or Mind. 

Q. Diſcover yet thoſe other It. 
Inſrng roms, which we are ſubjett unto in 
watter of Contrition ? 

-..4. How Intenſe ſoeyer our Sor- 
row be, the fear of Pain works 
many times ''more ſtrongly on us, 
than 


than the Love of Juſtice; and the { 5 
loſs of . the. repoſe of Conſcience, 
of temporal Fortunes, of Health, | -: 
_ Honour, and the like, makes a | ( 
© deeper Impreſſion than the Offence, 
though againſt God himſelf; which | £ 
argues ' but -a' pure effe& of Na- | + 
ture; and therefore raking it for | \ 
true: Contrition, we but. deceive | 1 
our ſelves. Many, in fine, there ] « 
are, who as ſoon as they but ex- || | 
perience the leaſt Diſlatisfaftion | ( 
for haveing, Sinned againſt God. . 
and bur faintly deſire to retura || 
unto him, fancy. themſelves al- || ; 
ready Converted, already truly 
Contrite ;z but thoſe are ordinar- | | 
Ty but imperfect As of the Will, || | 
and but weak Deſires; too weak, 
whilſt an attachment yet unto Sin 
remains, to change the Heart 3 too || : 
weak, to purchaſe a Reconciliati- | 
on with Almighty God. So great || 
an abuſe is it, to think, That all }\' 
Sorrow for Sin, ought inſtantly 
to 


1 to be admitted for true Contri- 
tion- Atey , 

. mot @Ne, at the very mo=- © 
= of bis committing Sm, be Ae 
LL fory far bis committing it ? 

A. Thoſe who rather ſin through 
fear, or for compliance ſake, than 
an inclination thereunto, would 

i y not fin, andare not a lit- 
tle concern'd to ſee themſelves; 
out of Human reſpefts, drawn 
to do that, which wounds their 


| Conſcience. 
Q. Dath mot that very Reluittance 


excaſe them, and may they not be 
ſad: to be truly Penitent ? 
- A. Nor at all ; ſeeing it diverts 
" them not from doing that which is 
by God forbidden. 
Q. How can that be ? 
A. When but one good is alone 
propoſed unto the Will, it meets 
| with no demur in the purſute there- 
of, nothing ballancing the natural 
I nclination the will hath thereuntos 
But 
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But finding it {elf engaged between 
two Evils, or two. Goods; neither 
its Love.,or Avyerſion,run ſo ſmooth- 
iy on: For preferring the good it 
moſt loves, or flying the evil it 
moſt dreads} it loſeth not- never: 
theleſs the Inclination it hath for 
the other ; and though it embrace 
the one, ?tis not yet. without a ſe- 
cret diſſatisfaCtion, to find it ſelf 
debarr'd from the Enjoyment of 
both. | 

*T'was Plates caſe, who would 
willingly not have Committed an { 
aft of Injuſtice by condemning 
FESUS CHRIST, whoſe In- 
nocency he doubted not of; - but 
the fear of Caeſar's diſpleaſure ' 
was more prevalent with him, 
than the Love of Juſtice. Not did 
Herod without a reluQtance, pro- 
nounce ſentence againſt St. Fobr 
of Death, yet rather choſe to.dif- 
pence with Conſcience, then 'not | 
to comply with a darlng Harlor's 
bloody 
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bloody requeſt. And tis but what 
daily paſleth in the Hearts of Sin- 
ners ; who havins nor'tor the oſt 


part, -wholly cait off the Love of . 


250d, being by their-own incling- 
tions Iead thereunto;' nor wholly 
beirg without fome averſian fram 
evil, are yet drawn; by the appre- 
henſion of. ſome evil more nearly 
threathing them, or;love of fome 
apparent good, more powerfully 
alloring them, to engage them- 
ſelves in crimes, as acts of Injuſtice, 


| or the like, which: wiltingly. they 


would not commit'; and yef com- 
mitting them not, but. becauſe they 
will; ſeeing that if they had” hot 
2 will nar "they, would, not 
ſo abfolntely cottmit theth 5 this 
diftike they have” of © the ill they 
aftually do,  exchſeth' them, nor, 
nor ottght to be Togked on as an 
AQ of true ſorrow, fach as Chri- 
Riatt Penance neceflatyly requires, 


Q: What 


þ] 


Lo SO 


TTY 2 
= W ks 4s yet ; /uS requs oj 
| bro true Penance ? 

_ + A. Our Sorrow, and Contriti- 
| on ought to be ſo. Vigorous, that 
plyance ever. "prevail ſo far with 
us,..-AS. to induce us to . do that 
which the Duty, we owe unto God, 
farbids; bur that we be diſpoſed 
* of loſe, All Inliers rather than 


+4 +44 © + 


F to have, E le 
wy AHA e. been, for ny 'F 


[© - 
: ok .;No ; For this Sorrow takes 
an n Neither the Aﬀection nor the 

all. we have to Sin, ſomething 
more is then required to true Con- 
trition , to wit, a. will firmly re- 
folv'd. to loſe the vain eſteem, 
the-favour and friendſhip of men, | 
with. what elſe {o ever; yea: even, 
Life it "Felt, Tather than do that 
PENS which 


| (6x) 

which the Law of God forbids : as 
to Fighr, for example in Duel ; or 
but-to yeild our content unto an 
action, which implyeth ſin, from 
whence we cannot but conclude, 
that many in point of true contri- 
tion deceive themſelves ; which 
ought not to be reputed ſuch; if be- 
ſides the ſorrow they have, they 
put not alſo on a ſtedfaſt Reſo-: 
Jution, befal] what can, to ſin no 
more, 

Q. Are not even ſuch Reſolutions 
ſometimes ſubje£t to deceit ? 

A. Deſires-aire often miſtaken 
for Reſolutions, and the ordinary 
language of Sinners is, that from 
their hearts they wiſh, that they 
may neyer become guilty again of 
ſuch an Offence; and that their 
endeavours ſhall be to prevent oc- 
caſions of new relapſes thereinto. 
A mark of the WHFs not being as . 
yet ſtrong enough, nor heart,as yet 
converted ; But few are found, 

| S -. who 
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who proteſt that they will. abſo- 
lutely relidquiſh all occaſions, yea 
break off all engagenients unto fin ; 


' -. and that rather then agalh to of- 


fend God, they ſhall not value what 
dangers, what extremities they ex- 
poſe themſelves unto. 

Not to be then deceived therein, 
one may Judg of the Firnineſs and 
Sincerity of ſuch Reſolutions, by 
the Fidelity they ſhew in the ob- 
ſervance of them. For to yeild to 
the;firſt temptation, argues them to 

| have been at firſt but faintly made : - 

- And to return to their former dif: 
orders, gives but roo much ground 
to ſuſpett, they had but laid them 
for a: time by, the Heart ftill re- 
maining as unconverted as before. 
' It often agaii falls out, that one 
finds himſelf very ſenſibly cancern- 
ed. for. many, or perhsps moſt of 
thoſe ſins, whereof his Conſcience 
accuſcth him ; and is withal firm: 
ly reſolyed to fall no more A 
or 
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for the future into them ; But yet 
there remains a criminal attach- 
ment of the Heart to ſome one or 
more ſjinfyl Objects; being either 
over-maltred therein by too ſtrong 
a paſſion, or elſe deluded'into as 
{ſtrong a perſwaſion, that this in- 
<lination of his is not ſo highly 
blameable. For we preſume, in 
the Age'we hve in, to paliate, yea - 
even to Juſtifie the greateſt parr of 
abuſes, under a pretext 'of ciſtom, 
of a' preſent mode, or opinion of 
the World; A pretext» .as indeed 
withoutall colour of excuſe, ſo too 
weak to ſecure us from damnarti- 
ON, | | 
Looking then into the heart of 
Penitents, how few truly Contrite, 
how few truly Penitent, ſhall we 
find? How few not:deceivers,or not 
deceived? .Not. the leaſt ſorrow», 
the leaſt remorſe accompenying 
the Confeſſions they make ;. or if 
any perhaps do, ?tis but what 
E 2 the 
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the tenderneſs of Nature. or fome 
merely human Conſideration ex- }. 
Cites. So far is it from any con- 
yerſion of the Heart, ſo far from 
any diſengagement of onr Aﬀecti- 
ons unto {in. | 


es. 


VIIL Jnftruction,. 
That. it” greatly Imports a Sins 
ner ſerzouſly to examin, mhe- 


ther the Sorrow he hath a= 
mounts-to- true COntritzion. ' 


Queſt. C7 you ſhew by any paſ- 
ſege of the Holy Scrip- 

tures, that he who deſires to live ac- 
cording. to the Spirit of 'the, Goſpel, 
ought diligently ro inquire"into the 
 titeriour Zhoffrion of - bes own” foul'? ' 
A. If. you but peruſe the 14th. 
Chapter of St. Zuke, you ſhall find 
that a great number reſorting un- 
ro 
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to Fefus « C brift, fe aid unto them: : 
If any one comes unto mts, ard. bates 
not bis Father aud Mother, bis Wife 
and” Children, his Brothers and 
Siſters, yea £ ” his.own' "life, he can 
be' no Diſcs! of mine, For which 
of you deft nin to build a Tower, 
Calculateth rot "Giſt. at leafure, the 
expence that ſball be requiſite there- 
unto, that. ſo.he may be the better 
aſſured of *his being furniſhed with 
means to finiſh the ſame ; leſt bav- 
ing laid the Foundation, | he fail of 
bringing it to perfettion, and fo exe 
poſe himſelf to the laughter of thoſe 
A ſhall behold his undertakings at 
a ftand ? "So, whoſoever among you 
Renounceth ot all he hath, Cannot 
be my Diſciple. 
'  Q. What. mean you by this Tower ? 
And what is ſignified by the. expence, 
Jo neceſſary to the' perjefting there- 


of? 
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pr the - Tomes, is pl fops 
Fri Bo. Neal Perfeftion ; whereun- 
Chriſtians are obliged to 
Ry wn hand; and by the. Expe ncez 
that we opght to. ſpare, Dh 3 Ty 
order to; the'raiſing of this Build- 
ing, and purchaſe of this per- 
fection. _ 
Q:. What doth Chriſt PR pretend 
to teach by this Parable ? 
| 4, He maketh uſe ofthis Com- 
pariſon, 'the better to give .us to 
underftarid, that to be Diſciples of 
his, that is, truely to deſerve the 
name of Chriſtians ;- *tis not e- 
nough to follow him :in exteriour 
appearance only ; as to be preſent 
at Sermons» to Ex the com- 
pany of perſons, even the moſt Re- 
ligious ; to receive” with diligence 
the Sacraments, and the like : But 
that 'tis in the Interiour Diſpoſiti- 
on the main doth - chiefly conſiſt > 
And that the Inclination-we have 
For _ bell of Friends, for the 
2 Le - necrelt 
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the goods of Fortune, or of what - 


nature. elſe ſoever, ought. to be , 
managed with ſo entire a. ſubmiſ 
ſion to the Will of Jeſus Chriſt, 
. and to the Spirit of. his; Grace ;; 
that we be ſtill diſpoſed--to- Re- 
linquiſh- all, PL than. to do, 
or to conſent to . any. . thing, 
which- may endanger the. loſs of 
Gods Grace. He farther yet 
teaches us by this Parable, that 
all who will be his, and make pro- 
feſſion to follow .him, ought ſeri- 
ouſly to enquire, how they. ſtand 
in this kind diſpoſed; to the end 
they leave. not the Work, which 
Grace hath begun, Imperfett ; and 
ſo expoſe themielves to the derifion 
of the Devil. | 

Q. This ; Is ſeems only to re- 
Pry unto thoſe, to whom the em- 
bracing 'of * the Chriſtian Faith is 
propoſed : Why apply you it then unto 
ſuch, as have _ embraced i, 


DEF Og "(#). 
"bi & Rs not to fall, after pro- 
T5 EN made thereof ® © © 


' A. He; who by mortal fin'hath | 


once betrayed; & loſt his Baprifmal 
Grace, ought nat to be look*d on 
ſo much a Difciple of Feſys Chriſt, 
as a Perfidious and Perjur*d perſon, 
nilty- of the breach of Promiſe, 
| = moſt 'Solemn, the moſt Sacred 
that can' be made ; whoſe Con- 
verſion ought therefore to be nar- 
rowly- enquired into, without gi- 
ving too ealie eredit to what he 
_ faith. It is then but reaſonable and 
juit, that' we attentively .conſider, 
and with due deliberation .exa- 
miri, whither the heart be entire- 
ly diſengag'd,' and we firmly refol- 
ved to forſake 3l}, todo all, and 
ſuffer. all, rather than to commit 
a mortal fin. 
. Are we obliged to enquire into 
the | Fu ficienc of aur own ſtrength, im 
order to the - abs all the temp: 
tations we may at any Fame exconn- 
ter withal ? A. Nas 
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A. No, for we put not always 
in execution the good, which we 
but faintly deſign, nor is it force 
or power on our part, which juſ- 
tifyeth us before God, but. a _y 
and reſolute Will. 'Whereo 
Peter hath left us a able 
example; . none. can . doubt but 
he 'was Juſt,. when he: exprelled 
a readineſs to give up" his Life, 
for his, Maſter Chriſt; *'and yet 
this good Will of his was not 
ſtrong, enoogh _ to _ſurmopnr the 
fear of, Death, ; and he' taught us 
by wy fall, that to do that vom is 
g00d; "is Tequiſite, © t, we have 
- ſtedfatt and firm Wil to accom- 
pliſh if. 

Q. Ir it expedient Fr 4 Penitent 
fo Ts "Ye! of of himſelf, and to exa: 
min whet fs have * courage 
enough fo Pie al all Etremitits, 
the torment? of Aartyrdom it if 
rather than to commit a ares fin? 


A. It isnot only expedient, but 
A 


ſee the occaſions which his conditi- 
on or inclination mayengage him 
in; As to accept, for example, 
a Chalkenge given, totheend to de; 
mand. the aſſiftance of a more Po- 
wertul Grace,and arm himſelf with 
ſtronger reiolutions : But this ex- 
periment.of -opr ſelves, if relation 
to cantingencies, which are not or: 
dinary, .15 in_no_ wiſe adviſable 
yes the conſequence, eſpecially 
phen meeting with 2 quick 2nd 
ſprightly impgination, may he dan: 

Qus ; for. it would oftemhappen, 
that they would find themſelves fo 
ſurprized, 40 moved, ang fo ſtart: 
led at the only proſpect of that 
which their own fancy. .had ctea-: 
ted, that finding all Reliſtance toq 
weak, the. Will it ſelf would re- 
lent, .and yield unto the Tempta- 


tion they .had unadyiſedly caſt 
chemicires Jura. [tet 
 Q, re. thoſe out of danger in 


this 


, ems #7 
a part of Chriſtian Duty. to fore: 
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this kirid, toho have not the Imagia 
nation ſo quick ® _ | 
A. Thoſe, whom nothing is apt 
to move, and whofe Imagination 
leaves no Impteſfion on the Heirt, 
will eaſily perſwade themſelyes, 
that ſuch at Inſenſibility cannot 
but flow from the height of Ver- 
tue: And ſo will Pride eaſily en- 
cline them to believe themſelves 
both able and ready to embrace 
the worſt of Sufferance, when the 
Cauſe of Fefus Chriſt ſhall require 
it: As if Fire and Sword would 
not more powerfully work upon” 
them, than the 14a which them-. 
ſelves had framed : And as if Suf- 
ferance in colours only, the pro-* 
duct of their own Imagination, . 
would make as ſenſible an Imprefli- 
on, as real Torments indeed. ' 
It cannot then but carry Dan- 
ger with it; ſo to take an account 
of our own Strength, ſo to make 
Trial of onr ſelves, in caſe of fu- 
| cure 


ON! cies. of ſnch a Na-J - 
' ture; an Inſenſibility. whereof, | 
would bnt- nouriſh; Pride 32nd: too. 
great aSenſe, but ſtagger our firm- 
eſt Reſolutions. It ſufficeth to be 
ready armed. againſt preſent Oc- 
caſions, or ſuch as: we meet but 
too frequently withal. 
 Q. What ought to be done when 
ſuch thoughts occur , As for example, 
Whether we ſhould remain ſo firm in 
the Profeſſion of our Faith, as to 
endure with St, Laurence, the Gris- 
gron, rather than to deny TFeſus 
Chriſt, and commit a mortal Sin ? 
A. No other anſwer ought to 
be return'd unto ſuch Thoughts, 
than, that we well know what we 
ought in ſuch occafions to do, 
but know not what we really ſhould 
do. That we owe our whole Suf- 
ficiency.to the Grace of Feſ#s Chriſ, 
which ſhould He then -vouchſafe 
to Grant us, it would purely prove 
an Effect of His great Mercy; wt 
| Lnat 
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part,ifwe but humbly and-inceſſantly 


' beg of him, not to permit us to be 
| tempted above our ſtrength. 


Q. . Can that Penitent be ducly 
diſpos'd, who, through the knowledge 
he hath -of his own frailty, -feareth 
to fall back, in a ſhort time #nto ſin ? 
A. Qzge may be very well diſ- 
FE yet have cauſe enough 
to apZ..nd his relaps into Sin 3 


- for the Will may be good, and the 
| Perſon firmly reſoly'd to. do any 


thing, whereby to preyent his Fall ; 
Although he find not as yet himſelf 
ſtrong enough to reſiſt the Temp- 
tation, and feareth 'to yield theres 
unto. So far then is this Fear from 
being a Mark of our not being well 
diſpoſed, that it rather argues a 
Sorrow | for our own diſordered 
Life, and purpoſe of Amendment, 
Provided that this Fear make us 
dut to ſhun, with all poſlible care, 
the occaſions of Sin, and perſeye- 
| rantly. 
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. fiitly' to demand of God the AF » 
- ſiſtance of 'his- Grace. 

* - Q. What ought we chiefly; in the 
Examen of our ſelves, to mſiſt' upon, 
the better to render our ſelves afſured. 
of the Reality of our Contrition ? 

A, We ought to take a ſetious 
Survey of our ſelyes, and conſider, 
If God be indeed the pyyne Ob- 
ject'of our Love; If our Care 
be to pleafe Him; an£C > con- 
ſerve bis Grace; It we look on 
the concern of our own Salvation, 
as the moſt Important of all o- 
thers; And if we abhor Sin: as 
the greateſt and worſt of Evils, 
If then our Conſcience bear us wit- 
neſs of our being thus diſpos'd , 
and that .this Teſtimony be ſecon- 
ded by'the Purity of our- Actions, 
We ſhall have Juſt cauſe to be- 
leve, that our Contrition- 1s ſin- 

cere; And withal to hope, that it 
will procure the remiſſion: of all 
Onr Sins. | 


Q. May 


| (75) ; 

Q: May not farther Aſſarance 
thereof be yet bad? 

A, The beft Markspf true Con- 
trition are, in the Fomene of 
St. Auguſti7, the deteſtation of Sin, 
and Love of God; to find the 
Heart now avers'd from that, where- 
In before conſiſted its chief delight ; 
to reject that now, as bitter, -and 
diſguſtful, which ſeem'd before ſo' 
agreeable ' and ſweet. In brief, 
when that now cauſeth Afﬀiftion ' 
of Spirit, which moſt before ' con- 
tributed to the Satisfaction of the 
Fleſh. 

' Q. 1s a very ſenſible ſorrow for 
ſin, together with an abundance cf 
Tears, neceſſarily required unto true 
Contrition ? | 

A.” No, for theſe ſenſible, and-_ 
Exterior Motions often flow from 
the natural diſpoſition rather. of- 
' the Body, than of the Heart: And 
many there are, who ſhed even 
floods vi Tears, but without being 
F 2 an 
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| ERS 5 | 
in. the leaſt touch'd or converted 
in Heart; as many true Penitents 
- are-contrariwiſe found, whoſe Sor- 
row. is wholly Intern, without the 
leaſt exteriour' appearance at all 
hereof. ins 
_-Q.What are the moft aſſured Marks 
of true Contrition ? 

A.- We judge of the Tree by 
the Fruit it bears, and may then 
{ſecurely preſume our Contrition to 
be true when- it is accompanied; 
by. a. change of Life ;' And when. 
Affliting our ſelves in the fight of 
God, we apply our ſelves feryent- 
ly, and perſeverantly, to the prac- 
tife - of thoſe Works, which hum- 
_ ble. the Spirit, and chaſtiſe the 
Fleſh; The beſt- means indeed: to- 
ſatisfy the Divine Juſtice, to ap- 
Peaſe the Wrath of God, and- to. 
obtain his Grace. 


EX, Jn- 


- TX; Inffructfon, - 
That thoſe, who, through their 


own neglet, receive not. due 
Inſtruction 2x matters of Faith; 
as thoſe alſo, who being 
by God entruſted with the 
Care of Inſtrutting others, ba 
ply not themſelves with di 
diligence thereunto, have not 
true Contrition. - 


Q.C Arn thoſe have true Contriti- 
| On, who are ionorant of the 
principal Points of Faith ? | 

4A, No, becauſe believing not, 
what they have not learn'd, 'they 
cannot but want Faith, the Ground 
of Juſtification; without which it 
1s impoſſible to pleaſe God- | 

Q. Doth it not ſuffice ſlightly to - 
Tnffrutt them, during the time of 
F 3. Cone 
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 Abſolution? > 
A. There is but ſmall appea- 
Trance. that God ſhould on. the ſud- 
den beſtow on Perſons; guilty of ſo 
great Negligence, ſo ſupernatural 
a Grace, as that of a. firm, true, 
and divine Faith : They ought-not 
then ordinarily to be admitted to 
Abſolution, but diſmiſs'd, to the 


- - end, to ſeek Inſtruftion, and pre- 


pare themſelves by Prayer, and 
good Works, to receive the Grace 
of Faith. | 
_ Q: Onght Abſolution to be denied 
uhto thoſe, who have negletted to 
learn the Commandements of Goa, 
and of the Church, or the Rules of 
Chriſtian Life, eſpecially ſuch as prc- 
perly appertain #0 their own Voca- 
- fzon ? 
A. So groſs a Negligence can- 
not but argue ſach Perſons httle 
* Follicitous for the concerns of their 
© own Souls, or Diſcharge of thoſe 
Ol; 


bp Confeſſion, to render them Capable of l 


( 


| ©. + 
Obligations,” which are Incumbent 
on them; And ought therefore) 
without Abſolution, to be diſmis'd, 
until they ſhall have given good. 
allurance of their having applyed 
themſelves with convenient dili-- 
gence, to the promoting: of their. . 
own Salvation, to the underitan= - 
ding; the extent of their own Du-. 
ties, and to the acquitting them= 
ſelves with Fidelity thereof. 

Q. What is to be done with thoſe, 
who provide not for the Inſtruttion of 
their Children and Domeſticks, nor 
allow them convenient leaſure for the 
procuring thereof ? W 

A. They ought to be admoni- 
ſhed of the ſaying of St. Paw, to 
wit, That he, who negleCts the 
Care of his Family, hath renounc'd 
his Faith, and is become worſe 
than an Infidel. Abſolution ought 
then to be deny*d them, until they 
ſhall have allowed to their Dome- 
ſticks convenient time, and means, 
F 4 to 
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to Jars of practiſe the Rules of 
Chriſtian'Life, So Juſt a Severity 
would inform them, how hainous 
a Crime it' is for Chriſtians, to 
prefer their own temporal Inte- 
reſts, before the ſpiritual Welfare 
_ of their Domeſticks, whom they 
ought, as Brethren, to look upon, 
and to provide Spiritually for them 
as ſuch. 


RX. TJ niterecttont 


of exceſs and vanit y in Appa- 
rel, Houſe - Furniture, Ban- 
quets, and the like, wherein 
many without ſcruple continue, 
who often Receiving the' Sa- 
craments, Accuſe not at "all 
themſelves in C onfeſſ on there- 
« 


Q.FS the fir we commit in this 
| | kind more than Venial ? | 
A. There is no ſmall. cauſe to. 
fear that many do often incur mor- 
tal Sin thereby : For 
_ Firft, So great a Tye unto. 
ſuch Vaaities, cannot bur argue 
as great a Love for the World, 
and little, or none, for Jeſus Chriſt. 


: Infomuch, thatalthough all kinds of 


exceſs cannot. be ſaid to amount to 
F «  _ 
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mortal Sin, yet are the Hearts of 
ſach Perſons ordinarily ſo entire- 
ly deſtitute of the Love of God, 
which is . the Life of _the Soul, 
that one may ſay, judging accor- 
ding to the interiour diſpoſition 
they are in, that they are not out 


.-of the ſtate of mortal Sin. 


Secondly, Becauſe to comply with 


Jo great an expence,, and main- 


tain ſo exorbitant an exceſs, ſome 


_ other Commandement of God is 
often broken; Workmen, and Ser- 
vants Wages are detained ; Debts 


left unpaid, and Men diſenabled 
to diſcharge them ; Temporal For- 
tunes are either impair'a, or many 
Injuſtices committed in the Acqui- 
fition thereof. 

Thirdly, Becauſe what is thus diſ- 


f pated in ſuperfluities, ought to 


have been, better employed in the 
Relief of the Poor. 
.. Fearthly, Becauſe the Vanities, 
ye GFEh « our Ieives withal, prove 
wy often- 
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oftentimes Allurements unto Sin 3- 
And--conſequently render -us guil- 
ty of all the ill -Effefts they work 5 
all the inordinate Paſſions they are 
apt to raiſe in others ; ſo deſtruc-. 
tive are they of Chriſtian Mode- 
ſy.; ſo Repugnant to the Spirit of 
Feſus Coriſt. 

Q. Is not an immodeſt Dreſs more 
excuſeable in Perſons of Quality, than 
7a others ? 

A. Chriſtian Religion » having 
not aboliſh*d the difference of-Con- 
ditions, the difference of Habits, 
uſeful for the diſtinftion of the 
ſaid Conditions, is in no wiſe for- 
bidden. . But this can be no War- 
rant for the Uſe of that, - which 
woundeth Modeſty, and derogates- 
from the Charafter of a Chriſti-. 
an. Thoſe Perſons ought, on the 
contrary, to - conſider, That the. 
greater the Quality they own, 1s, ,, 
the greater Merit onght they to. 
aſpire unto; and that bging ſo, 


5 (34) 
much the more oblig'd to promote 
by the example, they ought - to 
give of Modeſty, the Edification of 
others, by how much their Condi- 
tion raiſeth them aboye._ the Rank 
of others ; the Scandal, they give, 
rendersthem Guilty of greater Sin. 
We affect to imitate great Perſons, 
and to endear our ſelves unto them. 
From whence it comes, that they 
no ſooner appear in a New Dreſs, 
how vain» how immodeſt ſoever, 
but it preſently ſtarts up into a 
Mode, whereby they become re- 
ſponſible for all the Abuſes, all the 
Diſorders, all the Crimes which 
from thence enſue; the pretence of 
a preſent Mode, excuſing neither 
the Inventors thereof, nor thoſe 
that follow it. * 
' Q; Are not many found Faulty in _ 
this kind, who yet conſtantly frequent, (| 
#01 Sundays at leaſt, and Feſtival days, ' 
the Sacraments ;. and are obſervd to 


2 
A : ? Tis 
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be remarkably Devont ? 
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A. ”Tis to be Deyout, but i in 
exteriour Appearance only : *Tis 
an Abuſe of the Sacraments, and 
a Prophanation of the Sanctity they 
contain, to preſume, wedded thus 
to the World, and worldly Vani- 
ties, to approach unto them. What ' 
Devotion, to defer more unto the 
World, than to Jeſus Chr:ift;,, What 
Devotion, when our Afections 
ſpeak ,us rather Pagans, than Chri- 
ſtians ; What Devotion, not only 
not to fear, by the Allurement of our 
Vanities, to Ruin a Brothers Soul, 
Redeemed with the Blood of Feſus | 
Chriſt, but to make it our Ambi- 
tion to pleaſe Men, though with 
the  Diſpleaſure, and Offence of 
God himſelf. 

Q. Whence comes it that theſe A- 
buſes are ſo frequent ? 

A. St. Charles. Boromaus aſcribes 
the growth thereof to the 'want of 
Reſolution, which Ghoſtly Fathers, 


| in Adminiſtring the Sacrament of 


Penance, 


Penance, often 'bewray ; whilſt 
flattering ſuch diſguis?d Penitents 
in their diſorders, they too eaſily 


_ © Abſolvethem; not Examining how 


they ſtand Inferiouſly diſpos?d, nor 
Admonikhing. them of the Spiri- 
rual Damage, the Exceſs of the 
Vanities, _. Aﬀect, is " to 
. cauſe. 


_— 


Xl. Inſtruction, = 


of thoſe who have contrafted an 
habit of fin inning Mortally. 


Oth be cafiy become converted, 

who 1.5 LB, ituated unto Sin? \ 

A. Ithath in the fourth InſtruCi- 
on been declared, how difficult the 
Converſion of a Sinner is ; * And 
| that it .isa work of God's Omnipo- 
© tency»- and an Effett of the Power- 

- ful Operation of his Grace. From, 


S 


ERDy- "A, — LY 
whence you cannot but Judge of the ' 
_ condition of him, -whonralong, and 
Inveterat habit hath.rendred a flave 
to Sin. | 

St. Auguſtin had, to his Grief, 
experienced the truth hereof, when 
he. thus.expreſſed himſelf: (a) The 
Devil bad un his power my Will, hold- 
#ng me faſt bound, as with a chain - 
For having once ſuffered the Will to 
grow depraved' habits engage us,which . 
not being forceably reſiſted, a neceſſity 
enſues of our continuance in Sin. | 
- _ Q. Did St, Auguſtin eaſily ſur- 

mount thoſe his ſinful Engagements ?.- 


A. No, not without great'pains, 
and great. labour on his part, with | 
many a ſharp encounter : Of which - 
himſelf gives an account, in theſe 
Words. 1had.a Will, my God, to 
ſerve thee with a Lowe entirely pure : 
- But this Young, and Infant W it of 
mine, was. too feeble to Maſter. that - 
ether, which: had gained ſtrength; by * 

(4) L. 8. Cont. C5. AY 
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(88) 
beuing been long habituated unto evil. 
Thus had T two Wills, the one Old, 
' the'other New ; the one Carnal, the 
other Spiritual, which aſſaulted each 
other, cruelly tortering,my, ſcul : By 
which it appeareth, that the Cons. 
verſion of St. Aupuſtin 'Was nor 
wrought without many a Conflict ; 
and that the Converſion of a ſoul 
| enpag?d, by habitude in ſin, cannot 
_ bur prove a work of greateſt diffi» 
- _ culty. 
+ Q. What ought oneto Fudge of hint, 
| | who, #pon: the firſt g00d motion 1n order 
t0 an amendment of life, thinks him- 
ſelf already converted ; and pretends, 
without more adoe, to Sacrament al Abs 
ſolution ? 
— A. Such good motions ought to 
| be look?d on, as a fair diſpoſition 
towards a Converſion: But to think 
© himſelf already converted, is not a 
little to deceive himſelf. Thoſe 
ſeeds then of Grace and Salvation, 
| ought to be well cultivated ; but he 

| onght = 
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ought not to be admitted to Abſolu- 
tion; till he” hath brought [forth _ 
fruits. worthy of Penance, the 'marks 
of a true and incere. Converſi- 
ON. Wn 
Q: But why think you that he den, 
ceives himfelf ? | 

_ A. Becauſe many a Conflict, 
length of time, great labour, plen- 
ty of tears, ' and as many ſighes, 
are ordinarily pre-required to the 
obtaining of a new Spirit, and 
2 new heart ; eſpecially when long 
and ſtrong habits of Sin'have ta=- 
ken root.. Inclinations and Habits 
are not loſt in an inſtant; nor 1s ſo 
great a Victory, as that over our 
ſelves, gained at the firſt afſault. 
An heart ſway*d by Avarice, and 
Impudicity, hecomes not on the 
 ſuddain liberal, and chaſt- We 
die not in a moment unto pleaſure 
and intereſt. The firſt Motion of 
Grace it ſelf converts not ſuch an 


heart. 
Q. Car- 
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exrvert the moſt obdurate of hearts ?- 
A. He can without doubt; bes 

cauſe mans heart being in the! hand 

of God, he can turn and change it 


2s it beſt pleaſeth Him ; and that. 


in an Inſtant, if he will : "But he 
proceeds not ordinarily fo, in the 
Converſion of Sinners long habitua- 
ted unto Sin; He draws them not 
with a word only, out of the Abyſs, 
into which they are fallen - .? Tis 
not the firſt ſhine of Divine Grace, 


which totally diſſipates the dark- 


neſs, they walk in; Nor gaines He 
the heart at the firſt ſenſible ap- 
proach his Love makes. ?Tis true 
that God hath in a moment con- 
verted ſome few, and that great 
Sinners, unto himſelf; - but ſuch 
Converſions are rather not Exam- 
* ples, but Miracles, indeed in the 
order of Grace. 

Q. Is # the opinion of the Fathers 
of the Church, that the Converſjon of 
| A 
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Þ Simmer 5s « mork.of Jo grear diff 
Þ * cilty, and which requires ſo much 1a- 


boar and time, eſpecially when Ha- 
bits of ſo ill a nature, . have taken 
root f o 

A. "Fig what doth frequently in 
their Writings occur; St. Cyprian 
". tells us, (a) that a deep wound 1s 
- not cured, but by length of time, 
and application of many remedies. 
St. Baſil, (b) That -great Sins are 
not remitted, but by great, and 
reiterated Works of Penance'; nor 
without the bitterneſs of many 
' tears, and thoſe” accompanied with 
continual watches, and faſts. St. 
Auguſtin ſpeaking of Mortal'Sin 
excludes it from hopes of Pardon, 
where the utmoſt eſſayes of 'an 
humble and contrite heart, where 
Affliction of Spirit, and true Pent- 
tential ſorrow prepare not. there- 
unto the- way. He alſo elſewhere 
(a) Trac de lap. (b) ho. in hac Verb. at- 
fend.{5, | 
EN re- 
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| | (93) , 
requires, to the ſubduing of Vici« v 


ous habits, the ſeverity of Penance, © 


To the ſame effect do alſo the reſt _ 
of the Fathers, treating of Pe 
nance, ſpeak. 
 Q: 1s not God alwayes *eady _ 
receive into Favour even the greatesF- 
Sinners, when they fly unto him? 
A. Yes: Himſelf having by his 
Prophet Aſſured 'us (@) that at 
what time ſoever we ſhall ſeek our 
Lord God, we ſhall find him. But 
ordinarily, we comply but ill with 
the Conditions required thereun- 
to - The Prophet adding, (e) pro- 
vided, that we ſeek him with all 
our heart, and in perfect bitterngie 
of ſoul. 
God deſires not the death of 
Sinners,nor gives He them aſſurance 
of eternal Life, but on condition, . 
that they ſo deteſt thejr ſins, as to 
fall no more back into them ; that 
they walk in newneſs - of Spirit, 
| ©) Deut. 4. (e) Ezeck. 18. 
OTE ot 


5... ers © - 

tind Heart; that they keep his Coms 
tmandements, and obſerve theRules 
of Juſtice, &c. Now All theſe, 
Conditions, the obſervance whereof 
God ſo rigorouſly demands, arethe 
pure Guifts of his Grace, not to 
be obtained, but by many teares 
and Prayers. h | 
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XII. Jnſfrudfion, 


Of thoſe, who fairly promiſe an 

' Amendment of Life, but love 
too well themſelves firmly to 
reſolve to put in prattiſe the 
Exerciſes of true Penance. 


\-Q.F Ar Irreſolute, and degenerous 
Souls, Purſners of pleaſure, 

be ſaved ? 

A. The . Council of Trent de- 

clares expreſly the contrary ; teach- 

_ ing that we ought to work our Salva« 

>... Selg. Gs C. tho 
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tion + with Fear and Trembling 5 
with Labour, Watching, Almes- 


Deeds, Prayers, Faſts, & other pious” b 
Exerciſes, proper to a Chriſtian +. 


[- : 4 
4 bimſef 
ſpeakes, the neceſſity of ſo great 


pains, Solicitude, Watching, Faſts, © * 
and Prayer, to the working Our” Sale | | 


. Life. 


Q: Can you prove by any 
of ; gan by which God 


Vation 2 - 
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A. Liſten to what the Holy * ; 


Ghoſt ſaith in the Holy Scriptures 
unto usz: (a) Strive to enter by the 
Narrow Gate,-for 1 aſſure you, that 
many. ſhall. ſeek_to enter thereat, and 
Jhall not obtain it ; (b)* Watch then,, 
Praying withour Intermiſſion, (c) 


Stand on your Guard; Watch, and 


Pray, (d) be Vigilant, remain firm - 
#7 your Faith, att manfully, put on *': 
. the armour of vigour, and ſtrength. ' 


(e) Be ſober, and Vigilant, becauſe." 
Mar. 13. ; 


(a) Luk. 13. (b) Luk: 21. (c) 
(Q) I Corr C. 6, (ec) 1 Pets 5. 
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| your Adverſary the Devil, rover? Rp 


like a roaring Lyon, up .and down, 
ſeeking whom he may devour 5 Reſoſt 
him then, remaining ſtedfaſt in your 


| Faith. (f) Thoſe who engage in the 
# Lifts, obſerve with all exatthneſs the 


Laws of Temperance, whiPſt yet *tis 
but a Corruptible Crown, they 'pre- 
tend unto: As for my own part, I 
run, and run not at a venture; 1 
fieht, and fight not with the Air, 
But 4 chaſtize my body, and I bring 
it under ſubjettion, leaſt Preaching 
anto others, - I become my ſelf a Repro-« 
bate. (g) He who contends in the 
Publick Games, is not Crowd, till 
he hath waliantly combated, accord- 


-3ng to the Laws, thoſe Games pre- 


ſcrabe,, Thoſe who belong to Feſus 
Chriſt,” have Crucified their Fleſh, 
as alſo their Paſſions, and their Ir- 

After all which, Judge I pray, 
if theſe delicate, and tender ſouls 
 (f) 1Cor. 5. (g) 2 Tit 


Can 


WI 
fan claim any part in Jeſus'Chriſt, 
and what. pretention they can al- 
leadge unto that Crown, -which is 
not promiſed, but to thoſe, who 
ſhall fo yigorouſly have ſubdued 
their own Inclinations, and. had ſo 
vigilant an Eye to the concern of 
their own Souls. 

_ -. Q: When ſuch perſons find them- 

ſelves toured with ſorrow for their 
' Sins, and Promiſe amendment, but 
want yet the courage to” entounter 
with themſelves, or to nhdergo thoſe 
Penal Works, which are requiſite for 
the Advancement of their own Sal- 
vation, ought not one to believe them 
truly Contrite; & as truly Converted ? 

A, What promiſes, or proteſta: 
tions foever they make, we are 
not to heed ſuch Converſions, as 
long. as the Only mention of la- 
_ bour;or difficulty thus deters them, 
but they ought to be numbred a- 
'mongſt thoſe of whom Chrift ſaid, 
They defire indeed to enter by the 
$74 | " Barrow 
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row gat but eannot4' becauſe 
they love too well their eaſe. They 
ſtill retain a kind of Inclination unto ' 
g00d,as alſo of averſion fromevil, & 
feign-would live and.diein the ſtate 
of Grace z, but cannot reſolveto uſe. 
violence towards themſelves, nor 
to exchange - the ſweets of this 
Life for the Croſs of Jeſus . Chriſt ; 
without which neyertheleſs the 
Grace of a true Converſion 1s in 
vain pretended unto - 

Q: Do not ſuch Perſons however 
perſwade themſelves,. that their Con- 


triton 1s true, and their reſolutions 


of an amendment firm and ſincere ? 
A. Yes doubtleſs, and yet they 
but deceive themfelves ;: For were 
their Reſolutions fuch indeed, and 
could they be juſtly aſcribed to a 
true Converſion of the Heart; they 
would ſoon find themſelves enclin'd 
to embrace whatſover_ ſhould but 
in the : leaſt promote their own 
ſpiritual good 3 and lend but a deaf 
| | G: Ear 
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. -- Far to what'Self-Love ſhould, to 


+ © the prejudice of cheir ſouls ſug- 


gell. © * 
- Q. From whence comes it, that ſc 
many are found info-Important a Point 
Pe of 3 O08? $6 FR-2s 

A. The Devil, with little difh- - 
culty perſw them, that Mor- 
tal fin may be avoyded, without 
a laſt farewel to eaſe, without our 
renouncing the Contentments of this 
Life, and that ſuch ſtrift Faſts, ſuck 
painful Watches, ſuch continued 
Prayers are wholy needleſs there- 
unto. That *ris to Cloyſters that 
ſuch Auſterities properly belong : 
but that thoſe, who live in the 
World, ought to live according 
to the ſtile of the World; being 
not oblig?d to be ſo devout, or to 
addict themſelves to thoſe Corpo- 
ral Auſterities> from which they 
are, by their ſtate of Yife diſ- 
charg'd. That tis enough for them, 
£9 haye a will not to fall into on 


do | 
tal Sin 3 but that to take ſo ſevere 
an account of the Interiour dif- 
poſition. of their own hearts, to 
enquire ſo narrowly into the truth 
of their Contrition, is to be too 
ſcrupulous, and too miſerably to 
torment themſelves. 

Q. By what means are theſe de- 
' ceits of the Devil to be avoyded ? 

A; By reſiſting him; and ad- 
hering, by a firm AC. of Faith, to 
thoſe Evangelical Verities, here 
above-mentioned. They ought al- 
ſo to refle&t, that thoſe, who live 
in, the World, are more dange- - 
rouſly expoſed unto temptations - 
which being unable to overcome, 
without ' the continual Aid, and 
Powerful Aſſiſtance of Divine 
Grace, which is not obtain'd, but 
by the means of Sighs and Prayers, 
they are oblig'd without Intermiſ- 
ſion to-Watch and Pray: | 

2ly. "Phat though the Spirit be 
prompt, the Fleſh is frail : ſothar, 
G 2 be- 


- - : Ct roo) 

'- _ being notheld þy continual wat- 
-.”- , ches, [and 'paing, #n ſubjection to 
the Spirit, it cannot contain, but 
abandons it ſelf to its own de- 
fires- | Yeo 

- 3ly. That ?tis not to Perſons on- 
ly, living under a Monaſtick Rule, 
but to all'who profeſs the name of 
Chriſtians, that Chriſt ſaid, (a) if 
any one will-come after me; let him den 

himſelf, and take up daily his C wy 
and follow: me. A Chriftian though 
in the World, ought not to be of 
. the World, that is) he ought no 
longer to live .according to theSpi- 
rit, and maxims of the. World : 
For, (6b) If anyone love the World, 


the Love of our Heavenly Father is 


#ot in him. The love of the World 
carries an Enmity with it againſt 
God. (c) And: Conſequently, who be- 
comes a Frind to the World, renders 
himſelf an enemy unto God, To 
be then a Chriſtian, is to converſe 

(a) Lnc.9. (b) 1 Jo. 2. (c) Jace 4+ 
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in the World, as if he -were no 
part thereof, and to make uſe of 
the things of the World, as if he 
uſed them not 5 which: 1s to ſay, -- 
without any engagement, - with- 
out any tye of our AfﬀeCtions to the 


' World. 


If | we but attentively confider 
theſe ſo great and ſo. importanc 
verities, we {hall not eatily ſuffer 
our ſelves to. be miſlead by tnoſe 
dangerous Illuſions, the profeſs'd 
Enemies of our Spiritual and Eter- 
nal Good, the Devi}, the World, 
and Fleih, hourly lie in walt to 
circumvent us withall. | 

Q. Do not many frequent tne Sa- 
cramenit of Penance, wh) are not yet 
firmly refolvzd to Crucifie therr own 

Fleſh, to'curo their [nclinations, to 
Watch, Faſt, and - Pray to that de- 
gree, as 1s required to the drawing dows 
the Grace of Goa upon us * 

A. The number of ſuch perions 
is but too great, and they are prin- 
, a I--. clilly 


. , Ot 
fe TR WET ATT WI . 
be yt h 
_ A i» .4 
- 


( Clary © 


cipayy thoſe, who wholly Jordte | 


themſelves to'V anities, to Pleaſares, 
tO Eaſe, to Divertiſements'; wholly 
paſs their time 1n Games, 'Toyes, 
and Idleneſs, allowing with difh- 
culty enough : A moment only to 
thoſe Affairs, where on the con- 
cern of their EternabF ſafety de- 
pends. Theſe poor ſonls: are too 
nice, too delicate; to venture, with 
2 generous Reſolution, ' upon any 
thing, which a true Tonverfion re- 
quires; and therefore, make they 
what promiſes they © will ; - their 
words ought not to be Telyed 
UPON. _ 

Q. What ong?t then a C onfeſſour in 
ſuch a caſe to ao? © 

A. He ought with Prudence to ob- 
ſerve the Ordinance of St;/Charles ; 
which enjoyns, that Abſolution be 
jn ſuch. a caſe ſuſpended, till-they 
ſhall have given more aſſured marks 
of their Converſion. 


Q. Av- 
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Q. Abſolution would then be for, 
a long. time deferr'd , for it ſeldom 
happens, that any change, or amend- 
ment of Life enſues. | 

A. When. a Confeſlor, exdow'd 
with the Light of Knowlede, .and 
enflam'd with Paſtoral Zeal, ap- 
plies himſelf, with due diligence 
thereunto ; It often falls out, that 
the charitable Endeavours of :the 
one, and the humble Submiſſion of 
tiie other, draw down a Bleſſing 
from Heaven upon both ; And:that 
God Almighty Illuminates their Un- 
derſtandings, and warms with his 
Love their Hearts: And then it is, 
that with* Confuſion © refenting the 
failure of their Duty, as well to- 
wards God; as their” own” Souls; 
they begin (to bewail' their tepidi: 
ty paſt, and life unprofitably ſpent 3 
And put on New Reſolutions to 
praitie, with an Holy Fervour, 
what Exerciſes ſoever true Penance, 
or Chriſtian Piety ſhall obbge them 
unto, | But 


ps (1 ded 
" But: oula but few yet become 
Converted, it would be no War- 
-rant at all, | for the admitting of 
ſuch indiſpos'd Perſons unto Ab- 
ſolution; nor ought we much to 
- wonder, that ſo few amend their 
- Lives; Verity it ſelf having Taught 
us, That the Way, leading to Dam- 
nation, -is broad, and that many 
-walk therein 3 And that although 
many are faid to be Called, few 
'yet are Choſen, and the number 
of the EleQ is ſmall, | 
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xm. Inferuction. 


-Of-7 boſe who frequently Confe ſs 
 thear. Sins, and as frequently 
jy back into them. 


M2 ly not 4 Sinner truly Con- 


verted, fall back again into 


mon 6 ob £ 
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"Ow 
A. He may : Becauſe'the : Gre 


he received at his Conyerfion, | 
takes from him, neither the Ih- 
ſtability of his Will, nor his Pro- 


neſs unto Eyil. 
Q. Bat can a Swmncr, who, after 
his Converſion, bath of ten relay? d 


into Sin, become again C onveried, 


and yet agasn fall back ? 
A. That may happen, 4uring 
the whole courſe of his Life ;- this 
preſent Life being a State deter- 
mined, neither to Good nor Ev1l; 
but a middle State, between that 
of the Bleſſed, who cannot fall, 
and that of the Damned,- who can- 
not riſe: One may then, during 
the whole time of this Life, do 
Well, and do Il]; One' may Fall 
and Riſe again: And as no Time, 
or Age excludes us from a poſli- 
bility of Riſing again, with divine 
Grace's Aſſiſtance; {o doth neither 
Time nor Age, exempt us, Car- 
rying humane Frailty - about us, 
' from 
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frori Relapſing into Sin. 
Q. Are then our frequent Relap- 
ſes a reaſonable ground to doubt of 
the Reality of our Contrition. 


A. Yes: For thongh Humane 


frailty be ſo-great, that, how emi- 
nent ſoever our Sandtity be, we 
may yet Fall; yet 1s there ſmall 
2ppearance of the Reality of - our 
Converſion, when we Fall, with 


ſuch facility, into mortal ſins, and 


that in ſo ſhort a time. 
Q. Explicate your ſelf by fome 


"_— ſon, 


A. Although the Friendſhip of 


the World carry ſo little of Sta- 
bility with it, that it may, in a 
moment, be chang'd into Hatred, 
as Hatred alſo may into Friend- 
fhip; ſhould yet any one load in- 
ceſſantly another with Injuries, per- 
ſecuting him with daily" Outrages, 
_ with continval Afﬀronts; \ yet fo, 
as not to fail each Sunday to de- 
mand his Pardon, and that with 

new 
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new Proteſtations of being his 
faithful Friend, Would” ſuch an 
one be thought well in: his Wits, 


| ſhoukd heCredit ſuch Proteſtations, 
and, with Embraces, continue him 


in his Catalogue of Friends ? Can 
we then, without forfeiture of our 
Prudence, perſwade our - ſelves, 
That the Converſion of thoſe Per: 
fons can be real, who having of- 
ten, and Mortally, offended God, 
and made as often Proteſtations of 
Sorrow for the ſame, and again, 
as often renew'd their Purpoſes of 
offending Him no more, continue 
nevertheleſs ſtill to Offend Him, 
fill to add Sin to Sin; and think 
themſelves Acquitted, if they ſhall 
again but renew their Protelfati- 
ons of hearty Sorrow, and wonted 
Reſolutions. of offending Him no 
more. What can it be leſs, thau 
an Injary done unto-God, to ima- 
fine, That he either knows not 
theſe falſe Penitents, or that hg 
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receives-them- again; /as-true Cone, 
verts, into Fayour ?. | 

Would: not thoſe perſons then,; 
whom God (hath entruſted with: 
the diſpenſation of thoſe Sacred: 
Miſteries, :betray as well their fide- 
lity, as their Prudence, ſhould they: 
ſuffer themſelves ſoto be deluded 

' by fair Words, andheed- ſuch re- 
ſolutions, void of, all:Solidity ; or” 
hghtly believe, that the” Treaſury 
of the Graces, and Merits of Jeſus 
Chriſt, lay open unto [thoſe ſad 
fouls, who. by their: Impenitence, 
and iterated relapſes, have: rendred 
themſelves juſt Objefts of the Di» 
vine Indignation,; and-Veſlels of the 
Wrath of God. 

Q. 1s it alſo the conſtant Fudoment 
of the Holy Fathers that they cannot 
be truly Converted, who fall often back. 
into mortal Sin? 

A. Frequent relapſes have al- 
wayes- been by them taken for ſo 
certain a mark- of falſe: Contriti- 
Olty 
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of; that they have unanimouſly, as 4 
certain truth, maintained, that they 
who'fall ſo often back Into Mortal 
Sin,wete never truly converted,nor 
ongtit tobe held; for ſuch,till better 
proof thereof, then fair protniſes 
and-bare yords, appear. St. Clement. 
of Alexan, ſaith, (4) That fo 
confuſed a' mixture of Penances 
and Relapſes, rendreth us like un- 
to thoſe, who never arrived unto 
the Knowledge of true Faith, with 
_ this only difference, that theſe coun- 

terfeit Penitents know the ill they 
commit. And a little' after ad- 
deth; That to ask continnal Par- 
don for the Sins,we continually com« 
mit, carries with it ſome ſhew in- 
deed . of Penance, but catries with 
it little of Truth. | Nor Is it,- but 
what the other Dottors of the 
Church do' alſo Teach. It ſhall 
here ſoffice to recite the eleventh 
Can. of the third-Council of Tol- 

TL Sy. << | 
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ouſly ſeat) er wid! -- aa 
>, chat tbe Ps Tp vo and as 
ra obligt to admit them to a Re» 
Conciliation, 457 ns l plgle them t0 
falls to $74; : oly,Councyl. ro. 
puta ſtop 10 fo abominable a Pre- 
fump tion, din, Thar,. mthe Als 
amr 10 Sic of the Fart þ Pe- 


narce what ba th been by the; Anci» 
ent * ' Cannchs” aid, I. regularly ; 
obſerv*d. * ED | 


'Q. Ae Confeſſors obliged to the 
Obſervance of the Ri, FOUY, W. An 
— Carinon? of .the Church ? 

A. Although that Aacient .Ri- 
> ** SOUP 


(tt). 
ie ect be aſton” Retay* 

{EChurch nb lonper oblig $5 
5 to thoſe greatSeyerities, which 

Cannons he ancienty for & 

7. ordain”d}; 'yet'cannor- Confere 
Kirs: of ce "Rt; 'Peniterits in rhe 
Bri "Satisfaction, due to the' 

ire” Juſtice offended 3 norwith' 
ooo by true Contritt- 
ol and Works worthy of Penance, 
the Wrattt of God: For-it would, 
be-td abuſe the”clemency of” the” 
Church; and'the- Anthority Chriſt: 
bathterrtuſted thettt withal.; ſhould. 
| wy, reſume to. Abſblve . thoſe. 
| oy the ſimall' Attiendment of x 
hits L fre; and” frequent Falls, 
give biit. too” much* ind. to bes. - 
lieve, "Thi their Conrrition is/'not* 
as yet Lincere, nor real; and their 
.Conyerſion -true.. * 4 

Q. ' String . that a  Confeſſor ab 
fates. a Shiner once fallen after Bap-., 
riſer; why” may ht not alſo do" it; fs. 
ror many ard: addon Falls ? wa 

H 2 A. The 
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abuſed the | I 
Teſs worthy of his , VTaces, 16018 
ken into a far,;wo diti 


than before: " But: HY pe 
Confeſſor cannots:: with. prone ces 
rely. on Prorhiſes, which 'a.Pemt-. 
tent; hath .ſo. often. broken*; Nor. 
3$"it_but- Juſt, that-be expett; -bety. 
ter Aſſurance. then..that. of hare. 
words, where-Reaſqn ſo. apparent- ; 
ly; renders the {igcevity of his Con- 
eric liable-to , Suſpition. And 
this it is, that Prieſts ought, forte- 
ablyto Inculcate upto Sinners, 'guil-. 
ty of ſo frequent, Relap ſes, and 
Admoniſh hom al fo. Teigh that 
terrible ſaying. oof. St.. Boudrd ; 
That "as 4 Dog, returning. to bis - Vo- 
 mnit, raiſeth a, greater; Harrour n 2 | 
rheys, than when: be. firſt © 
So he,- whoafter the Grace. fp Pare | 
don'once obtained,returns to his firſt 


at, 
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Diſorders ettitles * himſelf ©to''a 
deeper. ſhare of Damnation, then 
before. | F 7 7 4% i | : ; : | . . 

"OL 1s"there n0t Foy. in Heaven, 
wher \« finer as frequently beeomes 
Contrite, ang as, frequently Conver- 
Lis A as his Relapſe 4 zn1to 927! are fre- 
quent ? Ls FE. 5 F A ll abs + »:# YI 

"2. What grbh. "cauſe is thei 
f Joy, when a ſick 'Perſon, 'after 
ſome' fmall appearance of. Amend- 


wn, T3 


ment.'falls immediately back ?' For 


what tan ſuch" Relapſes 'purten, 
but death.” In' like manner, when 
gEEvE of Heaven 'beholds the con- 


ditton of a Sinner, ' no otherwiſe. 


Bettered, than'by 2 meer forbea- 
ratice for awhile to Sin, and that 
he *quits on: no other  defign; the 
diforders of 'his* Life, then 'to 
plunge forthwith apain himfelf in- 


to them ; * What greay motive of. 


Joy doth it afford ? Seeing the In- 
conſtancy of 'ſuch pretended. Gon- 
yerſions, ſuch counterfeit Contri- 
+ tha Dona _& Ta. Lions) 


an 
"*Q: Yr follows then, that ſuch itt 
conſtars Conyesſians prove. ſeldom 
Real, and ſuch Contritions ofeiger 
True? 

A. *Tis und ly. ſo: [For 
wm can s ani jd peaking of 6 

7 Contriges what r Chil 
; to Bans Fw In: 
Seater Joy eaxen for one = 
pine how Penance, , 
NVincty N ine Joi, -who:nee Lit. He 
Now whar” op ſrprance 4 puts 
that this ſhoul be verified -O 
Sinner, the courſe. of whoſe, Lit 
ſeems tq be nothing elſe, then to 
Sin, and 'to Repent.; . to Repent 
_ ang Sin. ]t-cannot then be but 3 
great Truth, that ſuch an. One ;Is 
no true Penitent, that isto ſay, A 
bor ig truly, and indeed Converr 
rea. 

Q. What 0 be @ Confeſſor. t0 
do, meeting with ſuch Penitems ?_ _.. 
A. he 


| : R | (C11 5) f ? 4 
He" 6ight'to "repreſent ficati 
"ovlly unto them the danger of the 
Nate they are in; 'charitably to 
Ioffru@t them' how, and by what 
means to. work their Deliverance : 
He ought alſo to mind them pf 
The Occaſſons they are to decline, 
*with what they are'to, dg, the bet- 
"ter to Merit 'the Grace of a. true 
"Converſion; 'and to Exhort them 
. £0. 4. firm Reſolution of ſecuring 
"hereafter none but God alone. Nor 
ought he' as yet, as the Method of 
St. Charles well- preſcribes, To re- 
ceive_them to, Adbſolution, .till they 
ſhalf, by evident Proofs, have aſſy- 
red him of a Change, aud rhat they 
now- are no  Jonger what they 
_—_—_ | EY 
\- How long ourht Abſolution, 
in Jach 's caſe to be ſuſjonded't , 
"22. Firs lohger or horrer Tine, 
according to the Interiour - Diſpo- 
firionsof the Penitent, the Care 
he takes for his Amendment, and 
H 4 Zeal, 
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erciſes, which the Nature of 
. nance obligeth him unto;, Nor. isit 
- but, expedient, - that he © en .con- 


"Cul 


ſelf to the Practiſe. o "tho 


fer, during the faid time, with 


his Conteſlor, to the end, the. bet: 
| ter to acquaint him with, ithe State 
. of his Conſcience, and to receive 
. thoſe ſalutary Inſtruſtions, .which 
ſhall be requiſite. 


Q. 1s not. the refuſal of Abſolu;- 


on a Wron 's done unto a Penitent ;, 


Elpecially | he conſent not therewn- 


Fs Not. at all! Nay, a ConfeL, 


For, when he ſhall-find it. to con- 


fuce to a Penitent”s Spiritual Good, 


. may prudently, for a time,. defer 
jt, though he find him not other- 
'wiſe  Indiſpos'd: With greater 
Reaſon then may. he do.itz; haying 


Juſt cauſe to fear, yea to believe, 
That. the Diſpoſitions, requiſtt: .to 
theReceiving of Sacramental Grace» 


Are wanting, .. Ab- 


| 


(117) 
- Abſolution may alſo, in the O- 
- pinion of 'all Divines,. be Juſtly ſuſ- 
© pended, until ſach time, as a Pe- 
nitent-{hal} have comply*d with the 
Penance enjoyn'd:; 'in caſe he be 
found; through negligence, Or can= 
tempt, to have faiPd in. the Per- 
formance of that," which had- been 
in. his former Confeſſion. Impo&d'; 
So groſs a contempt, or negligence, 
leaving Juſt ground to fear, that 
he wilt no better: perform theinext: 
on: Jiiſter grounds then may Abſo- 
lation - be ' ſuſpended, when-'\no 
Change 'at all' of: Life appears! 
And a Confeſfor hath alſo cauſtto 
fear, 'That,. notwithſtandingallthe 
Proteſtations, all the: fair Promi- 
ſes his Penitent:ſhall make,-heiwill 
no Move endeavour.an Amendment 
nows :ithan he formerly did, after 
all thoſe goodly Reſolutions,: in-hif 
precedent Conteſſjons mads. - 2 :** 
-Q. But what if a: Penitent chante 
to. ze 12 the Interim of that ſuſpen= 


fron | H J A, 2s 


6: »5 | 
- A. Abſolytion: ought not in 

caſe of eminent danger of death, 

to be delay'd ; provided a Penitenr 

give but any token of his being well 
diſpos'd. And in the like caſe. of 

neceſlity, Abſolution, though be- 

fore fuſpended,. may by any Prieſt 

be given. Ip' brief, : ſhould death 

{urprize 2 Penitent, whoſe. Abfolu- 

tion had been defer'd; the. Suſpen- 

Lon thereof would be of no. preju- 
dice-unto him, - provided he were 
but. really in heart Converted, and 
actually and truly Contrite. : The 
Church, having always believed; 
that Sacramental Abſolution is, . in 
ich a caſe, .by the: Mercyes: of 
Godfpply'd': 2 oo loios 
., St. Ambroſe beliey'd the Empes 
ror” Falomzmian, though: without 
Baptiſm aCtually receiv'd, thawids 
miniſtratiog: whereof had been des 
fer'd, to. have. yet. Dyed-in:the 
' State of Grace. And yet is'not 
Beptiſm lefs neceſlary yan, 
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than AbSivtion. But when tlie 
| Heart of cha | nitent is not tris 
ly Converted,jt more avails both the 
Peniitent & Goh WHTE fo to have had 
' that Abſolition Tiffended; which 
neither the Confeſlor could give, nor 
Fre Con GE 
Q. But 3s it not a thing full of 
Terrour, ta die without the "Be: efit of 
Abſolution ? 

4. It is far more Terrible to 
Dye in Mortal Sin, which Abſalh- 
tion,' given to thoſe, who are not 
Converted, prevents not ; but con- 
trariwiſe, makes them when Re- 
 ceiv'd, to dye gnilty of Sacriledge, 
a greater Sin; and fo but increa- 
ſeth their Damnation. [s it not 
ſtrange, that they, who, when they 
abandon themſelves to Sin, appre- 
hend not Death; ſhould ſtand in 
Fich Apprehebſion of Death, when 
but the motion. of doing Penance 

of made unto them. 
Suſpend but cheir Abſolution, 
" 
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and they ſtrait deſpair, -who hoped 
"00. much, when occaſions of ſatiſ- 
fying their vicious Inclinations, fa- 
.your'd them. As if a greater: .ſhare 
Jn God's Mercies were, dbe to Sip- 
ners, obdiirate, in Wickedneſs, 
and in a&ual Rebellion. againſt 
- Heaven, they to thoſe, who da Pe- 
rancez, and {ybmit themſelves to the 
Ordinances of the Church. © - .. 

Q:. 1 he. Apprehenſion then of be- 
"ang ſurpriz'd, by Death, before- Abpſo- 
lution can be dbtain'd, is nv ſuffici- 
" ent Frena for the not ſuſpending 
thereof? 

a 5 Were that -1 ſulfcicat Pre- 
tence, the Condyt of the Church 
of God were to be condemn'd ; 
"whoſe uſuz] cyſtom it was, not. to 
Abſolve thoſe, who. had fallen in- 
-to ſome Notorious Crimes, till they 
had undergone many Years. of Pe- 
.nance- Baptiſm it ſelf -was alſo 
_ "wont to-be Geferr?d till the Feaſts 
s Eefter, and deg the 1 uſual 


times 


— 


er reme” 3. 
Es EEG Eee. Has as 


_ 121 Y” 
times, appointed by. the Church for 
_ the, Adminiſtring thereof: 7, By 
which'it plainly appears, That the 
Apprehenſion of Death,; hefore Ab- 
ſolution obÞtain'd, is no. fufficient 
-Pretence, for the not. .deferring 
_ thereof, . principally. where; kabirs 
. are contraCted, and Penitents en- 
gag 'd in continual accalions, .of 


; BID. 
Q: But. ha oe. Feb, to. 'be 
ee with, eh aften. ebange, their 
Confeſſe ours, pur deelating, that one 
. have at other times, Fallen_nzo; thoſe, 
-S2ns, . which. thy then #4 e. Sh | 
Jelver "| Be 4 
W9 Prudence, and Duty. » 
'2 Contfeſlour, :k0:- examin. hy DR 
tent, ,as.t9 Tt the Habits. he hath, con- 
_tratted,. and Relapſes he\is, be 
ynto,. when, he. ſhall. hays,, 5 
yed the Sins. he. Accuſeth himſelf . 
of, to be gf that, kind, unto-which | 
. Men are mo hapir, a fall | 
oruarly a Intge 1; FL 


% ws] 
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# 
b 
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Le ECO) fo 
I. But what if # "Penitent refs 
' fo an/wer thereunto ; think! A 
| Frm 9 or © bee Fo Gs i Sins 
oy, ll Bave, fince 'bis laſt 
Confe) PR mare, 
A "Shavtd 2 Sick Porfbn refuſe 
to diſco ee, 9 his: Phyſi _ the 
. Nate of hi Jiftemper 3 ;. of what 
 -* * Uuranice i; is; how many acceſſes 
his Feavour. hath met with, afid 
- the liſt: Who Found fiot. ſay, 
PF. That he But ck d his Phyfitiah, 
SS NE: ndt teally -a_ Cure for 
| no ſe? - In like manner, if a 
| |= Petfite8t Fefife cb expreſs himſelf, 
= 28 £0 his Rhys and Hahitade 


Be nj to'Sin # bth he but 
| Te = 
& | 3»; ole place 

xr ſe) jy 2 oh #5 the 


iv falike manner, \ axed in 5a 


or 


CRM 
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or Guilty of vation Relapſes, 


Diſtemper but begins. 


Q. Hat is nnderſtood b th 
| VV Occaſions of Sm? 4 be 


. ger thereof: whether it inclines vs 
of its own Nature thereunto, or 


| cafron? 


SY 


ought, after a different marner, to: 
be treated, from him, whoſe ſinfol 


—_— th. 


XIV. Inſtruction. 


Of ?, enitents, who continue in the 
* occafrons of Sin. 


A, - 1 hat _ caufeth ws ta 
offend God, or draws us int6 dans: 


that ir happens through any En» 
gagement, Habit, or Frailty of our | 
OWN. | 
' Q: What call you ant immediare Ot. 


| . That from whichSin ordina, 
rily follows, | 


«Y 3 , 
4 «#4 4 P he 
' 7 LETT 
3 
# : 
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P : Is it. a mortal Sin, th continue 
% in the emmediate occaſs on of commit 
F : Fin ut 2? 
© A. Yes: And though it: ſome- 
| times happen, that we Actually 
| Commit it-not> we nevertheleſs or- 
| Cinarlly incur Mortal Sin,, as often 
* as we- put our ſelves into the Oc- 
 .Caſion thereof, a. Thing which few 
-reflett on,':and as ſeldom Accuſe 
themſelves of. \ 
E Q: Can a Penitent believe bis (Of77708 
 ritzon tobe true, who quits not the 
| Occaſions of Szn, Or pou them not 
| hut for atime? 

A.. He. cannot with Reaſon be- 
| Heve | it;; for 'tis to will the Sin, 
"not. to avoid that, which caſts us 
- Into danger thereof ; or is ordina- 
> Fily the cauſe .of: our committing 
- 1t. It cannot then be, that one 
- ſhould: have ſincere, - and firm pur- 
| Poſe of falling no more into Sin, 
- where a firm: Reſolution 1s wanting 
| of flying all Occaſiqgs inducing 


6 0m$ ab Q But 


} 


Deg 
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Q. But. are there nt, fam: Occas 
. © ſons, winch: cannot be avoided, Fa 

" Out falling into ſome other, YET 
'... 4. Yes; An Husband, for. £x- 
: ample, who cannot; forſake-; his 
Wife, if it-{o.fall our;. thatrhrough 
| his own. frailty; ; ſhe. be. unto. him 
' an immediate. Qccaſion of: Sin, uot 
_ fo be avoided,;; without [the,-com- 
_mitting of, another Sin.: ;. 

Q. What onght, in ſuch 4 Cir- 
. Cuniſt ance; to. be au ?..:.m O) 

A. Firſt, Of two. Evil; . the 
greater is to.be.ſhunn'd; 21y..,The" 
Occaſion, which ariſeth from fome 
Pallion, . or, Frailty:- of --our :own, 
ought rather to be, avoided. than 
that, - which our -Condition »' and 
ſtate of Life .expoſeth us. ynto.; 
Provided, ſuch; a State be not of 
Its' OWN Narare evil. |31y. The - 
Grace of God. ought t ; be, with 
profound Humility, and; ſelf-Con- 
fuſion, implored, .to. the.end, ;.the 
more effectually {0 encountery.: and. 
Vall- 
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2: this Paſſion of durs: as || 


and * to-refiſt the rſt TH 
"Which fhall ſurprize 15; Together 
wich the firſt 'Enticentents wato'Sin. | 
ly: We ought ro-apply our ſelyes 
bc Afors of PREY -and Vertue ; ; 
—_ llyach'as ſhale molt c 
'to the Tnclination and Þ 
2, > Which Ehiefly- caaſeth | our 


Q. 1 the ocraſſor's 'Sin cant be 
| Lees bfs S conſider able 
"Manage, 7 tte 'then opliged' "PBerkare 


AM: Yes 3 "Whit foſs; whit +. 
front; vr other Preji (dice ſoever 
Fhall Etifie; Bit. yet if ſuch an 
occaſion Gil chance to 'happi 
Hon the friilty of 'the 
'tent,- ard that a Coafelibiir diſh 
cover'd Þ\ him A more. than Ot 
-Hary /fervour, together with a fir 
-and ſincere Yeſol on to untergo, 
whatſoever he ſhall be 4dviſed unto, 


in. 


may | 

'5n' Order to the huttibling of himſelf, 
3& diſpoſinghimſclffor heobtHiiikg 
<the powerful "aſſiſtance ''6f "Golls 
'Grace; forme time may be allotted - 
him 'to+make -tryal, © ahd _ 
himſelFthereinvithontretrenhit 
all at onee, theAdaid occafions.” 'Bbt 
>Jer hilt here take heed, pe-factkr 
not his Penitents, nor rely '6n 
:words,. which / would” be” to abuſe 
'both himſelf and them. : 

- AaQ Ts 're:n0t-ro be, as wallet fer 
epalous, 'AS t00 Fevere, fhus to 9hHve 
-Penents, 0 \quit all "pettiſlons of 7 

Ry ay InconveniencdQfiever arrive 

er 

- A. Tis but 'the ſeverity; whith 
Xhe:Gofpel preſcribes, ahd 'biit the 
Gondut -of Jeſs Chriſt. 'Of'whotn 
it might be as well Jemanded, why 
he was ſo Scrupulous, and Þ ſe- 
_ "were, as to {ay, (a) If thy right 
Eye, that is, wharſoever is Qearelt | 
in this life unto thee, occafron thy 


(4) Mat. 5. 
falls 
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7 x28) | | 
fall,” pluck-it out, and cafb. it from 
. thee; And if thy. right hand, 'thav 
- | is; whatſoever is molt-uſeful unto 
|  - | thee; be unto thee an-accaſion- of 
: Ruia, cut. it off, and, calt it-alfo { 
- from thee; ſo it-is more available 
unto thee, . that one: Member: 'of 
. thy Body Periſh-then that the whole 
be caſt into Hell. 
-. Whichisin effect the ſame, as 
if Chrilt ſhould ſay. ;: if -apy thing 
there :be,- which occaſions 'our > fall 
ito {in>. 'though as:dear..unto us, 
as the Apple of the: Eye: or as ne- 
_cellary -as-,our - Right. Hand 3 yet 
ought we to relinquiſh-. itz. the 
- ſulirance; of - what-loſs,” what In- 
convenience ſo:ever, being leſs to 
be regarded, then to fall into Sin, 
and from Sin into Hell ? 

Q. 1s the frequent haunts. of T- 
werns,. Tipling Houſes, and other the 
like publick, places, to be looked 972 4s 47h 
occaſion of: Sin ? 


A. Such 


i; $29: = 
Sy þ Saci2. courſe of life” cann6t; 


phemies,” Execrations, Oaths, Laſs 


ef 


bit be"Jiable ro many diſorders; 
ſich" as* are, -Drunkenneſs,” Blaſ- 


civious diſcourſe; diflolute Aftions, ' 


detractions, .Quarrels , Batteries, 
the Diſfipation'of Eſtates, Ruin of 
Families, 'with' Ittle-or- no care of 


Wife; Children, or-other domeltick 


concerns : From whence ariſe thoſe - 
diſcentionsthoſe heats,thoſe oppro- 


- brious replies,” with other violent: 


tranſports, which are but daily ſeen, . 


to the diſturbance of the Peace of 
Families,: an&*not without confufi- 


on, and (candal to the Church of © 


God. 


The Alrnittance then of fuck: " op 
ſort of People to Abſolution, is / 


not at all practicable, till they. / 


ſhall have ' embraced a more lau- 


dable courſe of life, and abſolute- 
ly quitted the haunt of thoſe N urſe- 
ries of VAC. 


gat Q. How 


Hh ag CO of fuch 

op; are - the. KC 

Ss to. = deale.. with, wha: mar, "T3 
ber! endeavour. fo draw ſuch HEN. gueſts, : 
unto. them; and not.only. Permit. thoſe. 
debanches. mentioned, . but. for. their. 
intereſt. promote. them? © F | 

A. They-are:without; all excuſes: ; 3 

renting themſelves ; guilty of! all 

the ſcandals. 4. All-- the; Gibardora7 
they permit, and. which. are by. ſo. 
reprobate;:a.;ſart of. Peaple- there: 
committed; who make ſuch Places-- 
their. Rendezyous, clauning.., the- 
Liberty. tado and ſay.at wilh:+ And. 
therefore, - cannot thoſe, publick--: 

; Houſes. be- better. to; any; thing, 
compared than Hell, where good-) 
iS not-known,and eyil only. Reigns:: - 
And as.the; Maſter of the- place. be: 7 
comes, by: tollerating-for his -own.. 

| adyantage,:;ſuch: abules,,- the. moſt... 
guilty,z ſa.ought his\ſhare' in-dam-. +, 
natiqg,, to-be.: greateſt; By; which -: 
it appears, that making -their-Ha-.: 
birations the neſt of 1uch Impie- 

Ties, 


= 
——_ __ TINT SY 


AA 


(n). 
ties, they ought not to be receiy- 
| ed to Abſolution till they ſhall 
| have quitted; falrxdigiousan em- 
ploy ; or feform'd at leaſt in ſuch 
ſort their ..Vocation, that. their 
Houſes become no more 10 pto-" 
phane' a Retreat, but ſerve'9nly'to 
firniſh Paſſengers and- Strangers 
with..convenient ,Alimentz. and«v- 


. ther neceſſary 3ccommodatian; ſuch 
as need ——_ require. 


} 
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Of 24 nitiyts ahh 7 uſe, or ner- | 
bfadg% perform '7 »Penances . 
+ WHIEH 2 are + enjoys d ; And 
. make bat Jittle, : or "0 account” 
[of Feaial Sins. oo 


Q. Hy do mY Hel Poker a” 
wW x S the Hil of Penance a 
Baptiſ me of Labour and Pain? 

A. Becauſe we cannot with- 
out many ſighs and tears, nor 
without great Affliction, as well 
of body as of mind, recover 
that Purity of Soul; which we 
receiv*d by Baptiſm, and loſt again 


by fin. *;-* 
Q. Why fo? 


A. Becauſe to render our ſelves 
ſlaves unto the Divel by fin, after 


having been Adopted Chidren of 
| | God 


'F 
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God by Baptiſmal Grace, cannot: 
be but 'an injury Gone'to the ſpi- 
rit of Grace, and an olitrage to. 
the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt ;"a wrong . 
not ſd eaſily repaired, as the fail-: 
Ri of thoſe, who have no know- 

e of'a God, nor were'ever vi-' 

R ted by the Rayes of' his Mercies. 
It is then but Juſt, that they, who 
have abus*'d the firſt Grace, by 
mears whereof they obtain'd the 
Remiſfſion both of *Faulrand Pain, . 
ſhould: rot be again withour grear | 
labour and pain; re-admitted there- ' 
unto: **Fo the end,.' that being. 
thereby 'inform'd of the enormity. 
of ſin committed; after Baptiſmal 
Grace recejv?d ; and knowing with 
what difficulty Grace once loſt, is 
again recovered, we become the * 
more ap rehenfive of the loſs there- 
of, .ahd [endeavour with, greater” 
care”. .when NE, to Preferye , 
=” 74 


What 


kr is it eg: * hot oY al ready; 
abu his Mercies, tht. r0, Expole 
the Jaſtic of God to-mockery,”; not. 
to have a wil to recover- his x 
by LO ps: & his Juſtice, that. is ; 
0. 1ay, revenging: on our ſelves. 
he” Ne oen of onr , own . de- 
be one In'a word, It is tobe: 
 delicate;and to. et, on Grace too. 
1K ; a value, not to have a Wil, » D- 
the: rigours of. Pennance, : to regain | 
it; Nor is there any appearance, of 
trig Contrition, where a; Will to, 
affict our ſelves is waiting, and, 
the-meer ſhadow of the pains,: our 
ſits deſerve afirig htus. 
Theſe. {ſo der ſouls. thenz 
dreading. the thought.of Pennance, 
and wholly. Fadtpobd: for the.re-. 
ceiving of Sacramental Graces are . 
not. at all ro be. admitted t0,.Sa-, 
cramental Abſolutioni, ths t hey. 
this refuſe to arg with ſuch 
Penances as are  ſalutarily me 
or 


—_ 


And obſerve 
+ 


rent teachr 


go 


are cured; and this by the applicati- 
on of our ſelves to thoſe Virtues, 
which are oppoſite to the Vices we are 


I 2 moſt 


2 IE RN &F- 4 *2 OR hy 
We ; 6 ) > n p, 


:. .moſt indlagd unto. Ariver: if i 


Way Of ſat: alt ibn for out fi BF, 

wo of fe 7 ro ſome little fu fr 
ance, we become "thereby Conformable 
to Jeſus Chris, who abundantly ſatis- 
fied for us, and ' i5.the true ſource, from 
whence fow the Merits of all the Sa- 
tisfattions we can make; 

'Q: What think you of thoſe Peni: 
tents, who pretend by the ſaying of 
five Paters, and five Aves, to make 
ogy fs = for mortal ſn? . 

A, What can be more. ridicu- 
hu, then to call Penance, a Bap- 
tiſme of Labour and Pain, if the 
recital only of five Pates, and five 
Ave*s were ſufficient, to. make. us 
comprehend the enormity. of mor- 
tal ſin, and beget in us a due ap- 
prehenſion of falling back into. 1t. 
It would prove an eaſy Reinedy, 
if ſo ſhort, and eaſy a Prayer could 
. cure our ill Habits, and put a ſtop 
to the current ' of our diſorders. 
We ſhould in fine, participate at 

an 


(137 ) 
an-eaſy rate in the ſufferance . of 
Jeſus Chriſt, if five Paters and five 
Aves, could beget 3 in us a, Confor- 
mity to ſo Divine a Saviour, Lan- 
guiſhing for us unto G6arh ypon 
a Crols. 

Who ſee's nof. then, hath it is to 
contemn, yea 'to expoſe the Sacra- 
ment of Penance pnto'mockery,ſoto 
reduce unto' five Paters, and Aves, + 
all thoſe Sighes, all thoſe Tears; 
all thoſe Faſts, together with all 
thoſe other Penal Works, which 
were many times of many years 
durance, and that for one mortal 
fin alone. * 

Q, Do Confeſſors fin, when they 
ay laght Penauces for Mintal 
ins ? 

A. Yes doubtleſs ; and ought 
to tremble, if they agttentively 
Weigh'd what the Council of Trent 
declares 'on thar Subje&, ſaying, 
(a) That Prieſts are oblig*d to en- 

(4) Ibjd, 


[3 joyn 


jopn. Sal 8: LP 

oyn ,vaiutary Penances, ang pro- 
ortioned to the quality of fins, 
and condition of | the Pehitents, 


acco er Prodence ſhall Jictar, 


and the. Hpixit of God direct them 3 
feft-indute the Lg Lucky and 
flattering > or diſſembling their 
faults, they become” guilty of the 
ſins of ' others by not having en- 
joyn'd but light and eaſy Benances, 
for great and Enormous Crimes. 
Let thein above. all 'be carefu), 
-.....adds ths ſaid Council, that the'Pe- 

- pances they enjoyns hemp not only 
to redreſs the Penitents frailty, and 
hinder his relaps into fin ; but al- 
ſo as a ſalutary - puniſhment for 
his paſt fins : Conformably to the 
Opinion of the Holy Fathers, who 
Belieydand Taught, that the Powr 
cr given unto Prieſts, 1s: as well 
to bind, as to looſe, _ | 

Q. Is it nit Prudence in a Pc+ 
ment, to. make choice of a Confeſſor, 
| mwho enjoynsbut light ang eaſy Penan- 
ES. --: HY 


yr _ — 


A. It is both Blindneſs, and Im- 
piety : It is to reject the Cure pro- 
Jer for his diſeaſe; to ſhew him- 
{elf inſenſible of the enormity of 
his Crimes z and conſequently, but 
ill diſpoſed, yea unworthy of the 
Grace he pretends unto. 4 he mark. 
ſaith Sr. Gregory, (4) (or thg Author 


_ of the Commentaries on Books 


of Kings) of a true Cony# ſion, con» 
fiſts not im the verbal Confeſſion we 
make, but in the Bitterneſs of our 
Contrition ; For we then eſteem a ſ1m-, 
ner truly Converted, when by the; 
ſenſible ſarrow be expreſſeth, and, Au 
ſterities thereunto proportion?d, he Che 
deavours: ta caucel that, mhereof. be 
both accuſeth, . .ang onnes himſelf, 
Guilty, . one. 
\.Qz What qught one to Judge of a, 
Penitent, who maketh no acconnt of. 
Venial ſins ?'—_m_—|©. | 

| A, One many rationally believe, 
that he. either wholly. wants the. 
. (4) C-6,andv.g. C15. | 

> Love 


; I 


A. EP - 8 . , : " 
ks..3 $ 


/ 


if orice, Fs * 
done* Like Rap] a Ship, into which 
.the Water enters but by drops, . but 


| "T's 140 ) [5 
Loveof God, or Loves him but lit- 
tle; ſeeing he ſo little fears to of- 
fend hini. From whence itis eaſy 


toinfer, that his Converſion is de- 


feftive; and that he bur” faiptly 
deſires, but faintly wills his own 
Perſeverance in Grace; , and as 
faintly reſolves to fall no_ more : 
For arrive thereunto he cannot, if 
the Love 'of God renders not it 
ſelf Maſter of his heart, and leſſer 


' ſins be not with all poſſible care a- 


voided; thoſe eſpecially, unto 
which the proneneſs of his own in- 
Por am leads him. It is an excellent 

ng of St.Gregory, That He, Who 


| = Ea s fo ben, and avoid venial 


[2 falls wholly at laft from the ftate of 


uſt ice ;, and my h this happen not 
little and little 


yet becomes at length ſo overchargd, 
twat yielding t0 its own weight, "ris 
Farricd to the botzom. ' 


f 's 
% #>. e 


ab EGeoooee: as wie Mio tyca- add 


my 
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A certain Archbiſhop of great 
Sanctity of life, and of the ſame 
_ Judgment with ſo. great a Pope, 

Recommends nothing more, than 
Not to neglect the leaſt of fins; 
leaving it for a Maxim worthy to 
be imbraced, That a Chriſtian ought 
not tobelieve that any ſins are little, 
or that any offence againſt God 1s 


ſmall. b- 
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THE. DAILY 


EXERCISE 


OF A 
Penitent Scul. 


DT Adil not to Riſe in the 
Morning Early, and bes 


lieve jp God, of his 

Goodneſs, hath granted 
you that Day, . to the end," to dp Pea 
nance for our- Sins, And reſleting, 
That it | ſhall perhaps be the Laſt of - 


your Life, make a firm Reſolution £0 
employ it well, 


Conſider next, the end for which : 
| you have been Created, mhich 18 710 
other, than to kyow God, to Love, 


Ss ervey 


F 


Serve, Praiſe (344 Bleſs Him, Un. 
ring the courſe of this Life, and for 


a 
at-Gont-bath given 
ou a Body and a Soul, and gene: 
rally all you have,' and | kre Poſſeſſed 
Yo ox der to. the lame. End, for... 
e Created "90%, ' i And that 
it nos of be to abuſe *hoſe GCuifts, and 
prove . but Loſs of \ Tyme, to apply 
them to any other uſe or en 
Reſe gr! frat ra ,40. f wings but 
mhat you Jhall knoth* to Natl 
f0 po” ood God, re egare being ſtill 
bad" to the State,” nt Condition 
bis Divine Provikence” hath Placed 
you vm 


2 


—: Tou ol apy jo Jour fer, for 


ſome. time, © in the Morning, be- 


ing awaked, as alſo" title before 


Noon, and. at Nieht,: before you be- 
take your ſelf ro Reſt, . ſeriouſly to" 


examm, and enquire into" the preſent 


State of _-_ own Soul; Enterpuinig,” 


ner” 


* , At ab - cad 6 OE ES 
py! S7, ' 6 bh - 


Tot fbf rim, your thoughts bk 
with God" alonr, © by the exertiſe of 


thoſe Interionur Sentiments, which art 


here beneath preſcriÞPd. 


. 
4 


"5, Entleavour to be dayly preſent” 
at the Sacrifice 'of the Maſs, repre-, 
ſenting to” your ſelf,, by an 4 of \ 


£ively Faith, 'the Bloody Oblation, 


which Jeſus Chriſt made poi the Ais. 


rar of the Croſs, as if you were ef= 

feftively preſent vn Mount "Calvary; 
ant as if this were the very- Moment, 
i» which He. there yielded" up the 
Ghoſt for your Sans, (but *approach 
mot too near ' the Altar, calling to 
mind your own unworthineſs to be pre- 
Sent at ſo dreadful a Sacrifice, ' and 
that you ought, according to the Artis 
ent Ordinances 'of the Ehnrch, to be* 
expeſd from thence, WIG F Io 

' If your Aﬀairs; or vther actiflent” 


Jhall divert you"from being preſent at © 
Maſs, afſift at leaſt thereat in Will . 


gnd- Aﬀettion; ſending thirber your. 
Thorghts and Heart ; eſpecially when 


w___ 


% x 


ae 4 


- <+ Forget not , that DO 
wer you are, you are an. the. Pre 
ft of that Soveraion. and Supream. 
e\ whoſe Sentence ſhall-ont 40, 
iO Jos Happy.or Acenr fd for all g 
a. Ser then a Watch over all. 
your. Thong kts, Words,. and Deeds; 
— wich all care, the Occaſions of 
being drawn into Sing und decline, . 
as mh. as. may be, the, danger of 
vain Converſations, "needleſs. Drpere 
riſement 5, and the hs 


Have always 11 Memor 
Ke [<p iy por Mera 4 
. ro the end, to raiſe frequemly up, by 
the uſe. thereof, your Heart and Soul 
ta God,;, mor. omit to Cary y- -fome Mark, 
or Token about you, which may ſerve 
fo. renew the Remembrance thereof. 


4 > 


. 41 


i) 
4G: Tn all the Afﬀftiftions whith (ball 
fall you,, or which others, thoitgb uns 

Iuftly rel canſe you to [1 uffer, Yemems 

ber that it 15.the. hand of God\which 

Tnfticts them, as a Penance for your 


Sins; Embrace-them then with Patis 


ence,. and receive them with all bum-. 
ble ſubmiſſion, as from his Hands 
and Offer them up ag air for that end 
atito Him. 
-* Neple not alſo daily to Mrtify 
your ſelf mn fome one kind or gther; 
Diſpence, for - Example,. 9 unduys 
with Divertiſements, . preſent; 
mith due Devotion, at the Divine Of 
ce ef the Church. Faſt on Frydays 
ga Todo Abate [tle pee 
an Hour of your wonted Repoſe z or 
' deny that in partionlar unto your -Ap- 
fetzte,, which you find moſt agreeable 
wnto it;, and fail not to Relie with 
your Charitable Almes, the Neeeſi Hiey 
of the Poor, . 
If you ſhall feel any good Horgane, 
6r 2f any good Thoughts ſhall occur - 


'K 3 F 


- © you. ſhall experience Amends: . 
a7 of Life ; pri _ done any 
. good Work,, aſſume not the Glory 
thereof unto your ſelf, but with all 
Humility ethomlde, that it is God 
alone, 'mbo hath wrought that Good in 
You," "through the Grace, which Jeſus 
Chriſt hath merited for 'y you. You 
 aewoht. therefore to render. Him the 
'''\ thanks, as alſo with an entire Confi= 
” dence to deſire Him to perfeit in you, 
"what it hath pleaſed his Goodneſs to. 
begin ©. and 5f He ſhall at any _time 1 


COT I INE SA 


abandos you to a drineſs of ſoul, with=. 

drawing from your Heart the ſweets of 

. Heavenly Conſolation; loſe not Cou- 

rages but acknowledging your ſelf n= _ 

-wortby of ſo extraordinary a favour, © 
* continue your Exerciſes with Pati- © 

ente, reſigning up your ſelf emirely ts 

his Condutt, be it 11 the way of Roſes, 

or of Thorns, as it ſhall beſt ſtand with 

bis arvine Pleaſure, 


THE 


MG +" AN TOES © 3 * 
ES BE,» 
= + PL Tag's RE £ 


CORONA PI RET Ree" I EE 
Late PO Seed) POR I -> 05S, . V5” , : 2 of 0 F 0 «7 *4-/ EMS OE 'n 
CI OT Mere. 3 Ne VEE TY we 9, . End ont A A, 
F ; S7 ; Eg. Ae \ 
, > a” 1 v4 _ 
+. - s Fo ime qv : 
; I F 
' .4 
F * po * . 
a ; 
4% i c 
c . 


The Interiour _ 


1 4: 


Sentiments Or Aﬀections, | 


3® OF A 


Penitent Soul, '+ 


For the Seven Days of the Week 


Mie. 


|__| 


Fo? the Firſt Day. 


| Appy are the Juſt, for they # 
7 are the Servants, - the 
Friends, and the Children 
. of God. "7 oY 
To ſerve Thee, my God, is to 

Raign indeed ; What an Happi-- - 
neſs then to be of the number of. 
thy Friends and Children ? 
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If God be SRg Us.3 who ſhall a 
- againſt us? - | 
4 oo laſt by Wretch that 2 am, I 
|. hays le Sig, the, moſt :Sqves 
b __ Sf Goofs 5 and *am become a 
Slave to the Devil, and Child of 
Perdition. -- 
 ' »«Who can deliver me from the 
- - Miſery .intowhich1 am fallen ? who 
ſhall be able to Convert this Heart 
of mite; which hath. put on 
hardneſs of a Rock? Who ſha 
give me a New Spirit, that I may 
walk in the way, of thy Comman- 
dements ? 
I confeſs; my God, that being 
left by Thee unto my ſelf, 1 am 
wholly unable -to Convert my ſelf, 
' by. my own force unto T hee. 
T Belieye according to'thy Holy 


Word, that I cannot become May 


| ſter: of one good Thought, if it 
'- be .not through thy Mercy , Dy, 

Thee inſpir'd. 
I am unworthy O Lords: that 
thou 


— 


SANS) it 
thou ſhonJdWt have any Remem- 
brance'6f 'me? ' And if thou calt 
"me for' ever off, thou ſhalt YJo'biit 
Juſtice, and 1 ſhall have 'no cauſe 
to ' complain. - | 
.  'Be' thou for 'ever Bleſſed, my 
God, who haſt not denied me thy 
Grace): and haſt given me a Will 
to bacome-Converted unto-Thee. 
*Tis Thou, my God, who haſt 
inſpir'd me with this deſire, for 
in vain; without Thee, [ſhould I 
have pretended unto it. 
' Oh my' God, I humbly befeech 
Thee, through thyinfinite Mercies, 
to perfect that in me, which thou 
-haft, with-'ſo (great Love begun; 
1 cando nothing without 'thee, and . : 
with thee I can do All._ oy 
| Ts t not tyve> that at the Font of 
Baptiſm 1 'renounc'd the Devil, 
and all his Pomps ; and-41s not this 
Promiſe of mine, Seal'd 'with the 
Blood' of JESUS Chriſtz' by whoſe 
Merits thou didft Purity me. 
oE, K 4 Why 
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© Foz the SecondDay, 


CF NH Great God, and Eternal V e- 
> rity, it is impoſſible, without 
|. Faith,' to pleaſe thee : and It Is 4: 
* ' gain as impoſlible to .procure this 
Faith, if by. thy Grace thou gran- 
teſt jt not. Give me.it then, Lord, 
- and TI will be ever Faithful untp. 
Thee. | | 
' Thoy | knoweſt all, Lord, and 
_.,can'ſt not. fail. Thou art.the So- 
. .yeraign Goodneſs, and-cawſt not 
-Feceive us: I Believe then, Lord, 
-that all which Thou haſt. Promi- 
Fd1 and Reveal'd, is infallible. I 


par- 


GY 
particularly believe, That it is by _ 
thee, that the Wicked: are juſti- 
fied; and that it is thy Almighty 
Hand which beginneth, and brin» 
geth ſo great a Work to perfec- 
tion. 

It. is thou, my God, that work- 
eſt in us the Will and the Deed; 
as Thou pleaſeſt. 

-l alſo Believe, That thou Tuſti- 
Ceſt the Wicked gratuitly, not 
in conſideration of any Merits of 
his,” but purely through thy great 
Mercyes. 

Should?ſt thou caſt me off — 
thou haſt done ſo many Jews, 
".many Gentiles, 'fo many Be le 
of evil Life; yea, the Devil him- 
ſelf; thou wouldſt do but what be- 
comes thy Juſtice, and I ſhould 
have-no cauſe of complaint. 

I farther yet Believe, That alt 
the Graces, which are generally 
given): be it to Believe in God, to, 
Hope: in him, or to Love hum 


| 2 Mx 154) . 
as alſo the Grace of the RemMMi- 
on of our Sins, with that -of '6nr 
Juſtification, are not given unts 
Bs, but in conſideration of the Me- 
rits of Feſus Chriſt, and principals 
ly of his Death and Paſſion. 
It is what I Believe, my God, 
with all my Heart ; and yet my in- 
credulity tftands -in continual need 
of thy Aid. Vouchſafe then, my 
God,” to ſtrengthen, and to aug» 
ment wy Faith. 


- F02 the Thitd Oar: 


T .1s againſt Thee PVT: my 
God, *tis before thee, and in 
thy divine Preſence that I have fin- 
ned; how great an Enormity is 
it to have ſo often contemnd' ſo 
infioite a Majeſty. \, 

As *Great as:thou' art in Glory 
and Magnificence, ſo great are my 
_ Sins "In malice. Oh. how Enor- 


. 


ELEST: -c ER mous 


is 


a. - [ WR"Yy CR_-—y 


"(a55). 
mous are the Crimes I have com- 
mitted againſt thy holy Comman- 
dements by Works, Words, - and 
Thoughts ; How great is the num- 
ber of -thetn !: - 

How often have I had 2a Will to 
Sin, could I have bur avoided the _ 
Chaſtiſement due thereunto. 

When I attentively conſider thy 
Commandements, I find my ſelf in 
all things Guilty. 

I have ſinned againſt Faith, Hope, 
and Charity ; as alto apainft all 0- 
ther Vertues. 

The ſins of others lye heavy with- 
out nuinber on me,which 1 either ad- 
yis'd, or in ſome ſort approved of; 
at eaſt I hindred them not, as I 
ought, or elſe adminiſtred the oc- 
caſion. * 

* Chriſt Jeſus hath ſiffered death 
for us; teaching us thereby, that 
the end of our. Creation is not the 
enjoyment of temporal fortunes z 
put that we ought to live to him. 

alone, 


| "lun. Fs Fu 35.5 Oh. how 
- lll have ] complied with that a Gels 
fl I owe unto him... 


The Fourth Day, 


\, how great is the number 
'-of thoſe, who now burn in 
Hell for - the ſame ſins, "which I, 
miſerable wretch, ſo often have 
committed. * How great, I ſay, is 
the number of thoſe, 'who have 
now been 'plung?d, and_that for 
Jo many. thouſands of years paſt, 
amidſt thoſe dreadful flames, and 
et never Loy 7 lo haynouſly of- 
= ded God as I have done.. - 


'  OhEire, neyer'to be quench'd: 

Oh: Worm, which gnaweſt the 
Conſcience, and ſhalt never dye. Oh 
| Eternity,” Exernity ; Oh accurſeg 
| and infupportable Eternity; Oh 
$eatence full of terrour ; (-) Be- 
5 _ (4) Ma. B: 


$97 


. f * by 
45 - y z « 


- gon from me, ye Accirs'd, Begone 1n- 


to eternal Flames, Oh ſeverity of 
Jultice, which hall for all Eternity 


cry out, Multiply his Torments, add © 
unto. bis Sorrows (b) with proportion - 
"#0 the Pride, he exalted himſelf with- 


al, and to the Delights he abandowd 
himſelf unto, And will it not per- 
haps be to day, perhaps this very 


. moment, that God - ſhall pronounce 
againſt me this ſo formidable A 


Sentence. 

I confeſs, my God, That I have 
merited theſe Pains, but firmly 
Hopewithal, that thou wiltthrough 
the abundance of thy Mercyes re- 


/ Ceive ' me. into Favour. 


I hope my Lord, that thou wilt 
not only not condemn me, but ad- 
mit me to the: fruition of that hap- 
pyneſs, which eye hath not ſeen, 
ear heard, nor heart of manis able 
to .compr ehend; ſeeing thou haſt 


'not ſpared the Blocd, nor Life of 


thy own, and only SON to ſave 

(d). Apoc. 18, : 'USs 
Pr | 

.* 


: b 7 Ns 


2 
ORE wo 


ER "(x58 )'” as —} y 
- . us. Have pitty on me; *tis thy 
| © mercy, my God, I demand, through 
- the merits of his bitter Paſſion and 
- Death. Eye, 

' Lord, who didſt call a King 
Manaſſes, a Magdalen, a Thief ;* 
and many other Sinners to Repen- 
rance, Receive me into the Arms 
of thy Mercies- Happy are thoſe 
who abide in thy Houſe 3 they ſhall 
'Bleſs, and Praiſe Thee for all E- 
ternity- 


Fq2 the Fifth Day. 


LC NH Abiſs of Mercy, and un- 
_#F Arainable Source of Grace ! 
I deſpiſed Thee, and thou didft 
Love me, even to that exceſs, as 
not to ſpare for my ſake, the Life {| 
pr 487-anty Son on. 
All this thou doſt, - my Lord, 
' and yet who am I? and who art 
Thou ? Thou art All, and I am | 
= gt  -: 2 0G 
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(199) 
nothing. IT am a miſerable Crea- 
ture, and 'a ſlave to the Devil; - 
and Thou art an Eternal God, and 
Lord of Heaven and Earth. 

Oh eternal Bounty and Wiſ- 
dom: Oh infinite and incompre- 
henſible Perfe&tion ; why have I 
ever offended thee ? 

What do | thy Commandements | 
contain, 'but what is moſt Juft ? 
why have not 1 then kept 
them. 

Thou didfſt command me, Lord, 
to Love thee above all things, and, 
it 1s but-reafon, ſeeing thy infinite 
Goodneſs ſurpaſſerh all, which can 
merit Love. It is alſo but juft that 
I Love my own Soul, which is im- 
mortal, more than my Body, which . 
| rendeth to Corruption ; that F Love, 
for the Love of thee, my Neigh- 
bour as my ſelf, doing unto others, 
what I deſirethey ſhonld do unto mez 
That we be more ſolicitous for that 
which is $. ererngly than that, which : 

Fan 
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|. cannpt be but for- EY "time--- Jt is, 
- in fine, but juſt, that-we live>ac- 
© cording to the Rules of- Sobriety, 
Chaſtity, and thelike; Theſe things 
are all-by thee, O Lord,.-comman-- 
| ded, and I therein acknowledg wy 
Eternal Wiſdom and Jultice.- | 

| + Thy, Juſtice, Lord, + is Jaſtice 
4 from All Eternity, and thy Law is 
- Verity- Thy Works are perfedt, 
- and thy Guifcs ineſtimable. - But - 
”. who ſhall ever be able to compre- 
- hend the Perfetions,: and Good- 
neſs of Him, who 15 the true 
Source, from whence all theſe Gifts 


| flow? 


Oh Beauty, infinitely Abe] 
- Oh Verity! Oh eternal Juſtice! 
” How Late do I begin - to know 
| Te how Late to love Thee ! 


U h 
L] 


(ba61 4 
- The Sirth Day, 


Jy could I. hope. to find 
| out of thee, my Lord; but 
Filth, Malice, and Iniquity ? I for 
ever deteſt. whatſeever I have com- 
mitted againſt thee. 

Grant: me, Lord, the Grace af 

tears, to. bewail my Impieties, for 
|. it is, againſt thee I have ſinned.- 
I haye abandon'd>. and deſpis'd 
| thee, O Eternal Father ; Thee ſay, 
who haſt created me;, and conſerv- 
ed me with ſach Fatherly care. 

O.Lord Jeſus, who by thy Death 
| haſt fayed me; who by thy Sacra- 

ments haſt purified” me; who in 
the Holy. Euchariſt haſt nouriſh- 
ed me with thy Body and Blood; 
how often have I undervalued, and 
troad under foot this Precious Blood 


of thine ? 
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FE "Tf ex63). 
-© Sic Ghoſt, by how,many Sa- 

criledges-.haye:1 Ros; thy ho- 
ly Temple, de ing wy elf by fo 
many fins; .my. ſelf, I ſay, whom 
the Font of Baptiſm had Yendred 
the Conſecrated, and Livigg Tem- 
ple of God ? 
' No wonder, Lord, if thou Pupiſh 
ſin with eternal pains, the malice 
thereof | being infinit, and incom- 
prehenfible;' | 

It repents meLord'; yes, It. hear- 
tily repents me, to have. ſinned a- 
£4inlt thee, "Great God, to whom 
all Loye, all Obedience, allSubmiſ- 
_ fon arefor ever due. | © 
'._ _ T deteſt, not fora time only, but 
for ever, all | mortal 1in;; but above 
all, becauſe it difpleaſerh thee, my 
God, I am here firmly reſolv'd, to 
fly, not. only Mortal fin, but even 
all ocaſions enyiting thereyito. Atid 
proteſt that-my chief care ſhall be, 


 - toobſervethy Commandements.and 


. bo PENS in thy Grace, 


Con- } 


——_ 
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ro die, than ever to fall into mortal 
n again. It is this Gracet hum- 


| Þiy demand of thee, through Jeſus 
SIT thy only Son. © | 


The Seventh Day. 7 


EG Lana fortife by = | | 
| Bice this reſolution of mine *- And 
grant my-God, that I rather choofe 


* 


r Acknowleds, my God, 'my own - 


"Infuffictency to make chat Satiſ- 
fattion, which is unto thy Tuſtice 
for my ſins' due. I offer them up 
uato thee: Ih lieu chereeh the'Me- 
rits of my Saviour Jeſus Chrift, 


fo particulirly his Death andPaſ 


: The Chiirch heretofore ordered 
ſeven years Penance in puniſhment 
for one only act of ſimple Fornica- 
tion-z 'What' Penance then do not 


the diforders of my life paſt de- 
Kerfe ? 


By 


(164 Fo 
7 the Sm of how-ma- 
[4h ſins: have. I aig my. Gods 
' and that to ſatisfie the appetites of 
--My fleſh, and, the deſires of my | 
fences. 2 
x [Joſt God, it ſtands but with al 
reaTon, that I undergo all ſuffrance, 
in puniſhment, and ſatisfaftion for 
ſo many, and ſo great crimes of 
mine ; and that, 'what ſiniſter acci- 
dents. ſoever befall me, I ſabmit to 
thy Divine Will, notwithſtanding 
the_repugnance of. ming. own-natu- 
ral Inclinations thereunto. Iam 
then willing from henceforth to be- 
Jteve, that it will but ſtard with 
Juſtice, that- all worldly -diſgraces, 
together with all  the-miſeries of 
this Life, overwhelm me, and ſhall, 
- my God embrace them, and with all 
Teadineſs ſuffer them as- a due Pe- 
Nance, . which thy juſt Hand. ſhall 
have laid upon me for. my ſins. ; 
The Holy Scriptures teach me, 
*that 


'Y | ""« 1b; >> 
oY "thi thy Wiſdom powerfully EXx- 
b wr arg it ſelf . to all the extre- 
nlities 'of the Farth; and that thy 
| Divine Providence diſpofeth of all 

the diſgraces, all'the evils, which 

can. befall ns; though through the : 
| mialice and injuſtice of'men: ' It is 
then my part to ſitbmir thereuntoz., 
and to. adore the fame: rg ey 
| "Ler me then receiveany TER | 
| let me meet with Injuries,let'me fall 
into contempt, ket nie be expoſed to 
mockery and cot corn > Þ will ſuffer tt, 
my God, and receive it as from thy 

| holy hand; being well afſur'd, that © 
1 | nothing can befall me, but" by the 
;\, order of thy Providence, and 'int 
leſs meaſure, 'than'my ſins deſerve. 

" Thou art Juſt, +O Lord, and thy 
Judgments are”'equitable in the 
chaſtiſement of my crimes. 

If I ſhall be viſited with ſickneſs, 
or- adverſity, I ſhall ſtill own it; 
mach leſs, without all con_ | 


_ Nor RED as ple. i8.no jt wecia if 
| or difficulty, which, I ought nor to | | 
furmount in order” to; Penance. oe, 1 
my fins, ſo-is thet: ae any, ane of 
theſe things mentianed; which [will 
decline. 

"What I demand of thick my God 
through the 'Merits of thy Gear Son 

1Sz 


z 


411 may do; and ſuffer it in the Spi-- 


Ifactions un ] | 
Ifered up unto thee for the ſins of 
4Jall the World; and T ſhall remain 
Faſlured thraughthy Mexciess of the 
-JRemiſſion "and * Pardon of all my 


4 is,that whatſoever I Nat do or ſuffer, | 


rit- 3 pig china reel 
and. that in fine, I may place m 
whole” plnfdence, .nbt in hvht 
ſhall do, or fuffer for thee, but in 


{what Jeſus Chrift, - thy, Beloved Son 
Thath done and ſuffered for me. 
Permit me only to, jon, myffatis- 


VS; 


0 thoſe; which he of- 


Penieene Soul.” 
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pts of the Fear of the Juclemtnts 
bn ' * of God. 


"Y whole life affrights me, 
for making a ftrict enqui-- 
-Iy thereinto : I find it to have been 


almoſt wholly waſted in fin, with- 
out having 'done any good at all : 


- This lo ay ſecond of St. Anſelms Medis 
Sf 
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Or if. any thing hath perhaps car- 


ried any appearance ; with it- of 


o0d, it hath been with ſo many 


mperfeCtions accompanied, that 


it could not be but diſplgaſing to 
the Eye of God, at Iealt not pleaſ- 
1ng unto: him. 0. Tak 

Behold then, © ſinner, not al- 


moſt all, but affuredly thy whole 


life ſpent, either in fin, which pro- 
Glaimes thee a.Criminal ; or tn Idle- 
neſs. which ought to cover thee with 
ſhame. Bat why put I a difference 


between an idle & a Criminal life ? 


A life of Idleneſs,or of which comes 
no good,cannot be but Criminal: A 
Verity not to be doubte# of ; Ve- 
rity it ſelf having ſaid, That every 


Tree bearing not good Fruit ſhall be 


cur down, , and caſt into the Fire. 
In fine, if I do any good, which 
may chance to tend to the benefit 


of others, it 1s not ſtill worth the - 


nouriſhment I receive ; and of which 
I make ſo ll uſe : and-who: would 
L feed 


#: 
" 
N 
bf 


| ds Baſs, "wh6ſe Fries Cotns | 


"Hh tervails tiot the meat he eats? Ard 


my God; thou difdaiteft rot 


\. t& nourt{i' with fo much Bounty; 


and -Patietice; not only an uſeleſs 
worttt; but-even ſinner, and worft 
indeed of inners- The ſtench of 
a dead 3. rotten; and turn'd 
 - to cor ioh,. is certainly leſs in- 
- ſupporta able, -leſs offenſive; then. is 
-  wmto Almighty God, the ilt fa- 
vour of z fout dead, and purified 
1 ſm- | 
' Wretth: that I-ami, being rather 
Ihdeed the diſhonour of Mankind; 
than a Man, of lefs value then a 
beaſt, arid leſs fuftrable then the 
noyſunineſs of # ſtinking, carcaſs. 
Aht'My life is become burden- 
fom unto; me; but as F am'afhamed 
6 live, fo-d6 I fear to dye: What 
then rematns,. but” that dvring my 
' whole life; Tbewail my whole life, 
-. and that my whole life ceaſe nor to 
bevwail' it folf- a 
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TTY 5 
- But what ſurprizeth me moſt ia 
_ this unþappy condition) of: ming 
and moſt. deſerves to be- in this 
{urprize lamented, 1s,. that the {or- 
row my -Soul feels, is in vo- wile 
anſwerable - to the knowledge ſhe 
hath of her own miſery ; and that 
ſhe liveth, and languiſheth, with 
as much ſecurity, as 'if ſhe were 
wholly a Stranger to her {elf. Liner 
profitable ſoul; what do*ſt thou ? | 
from whence flowes this {o- ſupine 
an inſenſjbility, knowelt thon not 
that the- day of Judgement is at 
hand? that the great Day of our 
Lord approaches? And that thou 
ſhalt. ſee, ſooner then thou imagi- 
neſt, this day of Wrath this day 
of trouble and anguiſh; this day 
of affliction and miſery ; this day 
- of darkneſs and' ovſcurity ; this 
day of Tempelts and Storms 4 In 
fine, this day of the Trumpet, 
which ſhall. awake -and © cauſe the 
dead to. riſe. O© how terrible 1s 
. & 2 but 
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but the. mention of this day of our 


- Lord? What! Tepid ſoul, which 


meriteſt to be by God Repudiated 3 
What ! ſleepeſt thou ſtill'on ? He, 
whom ſo loud a Thunder awakens 
not>. and cauſeth not to tremble, 


* Alas! he ſleeps not, but is-dead 


indeed. 
Dry & withered Tree / Where's 


the Fruit than oughteſt- to have 


born'? Tree which merit*ſt not 


' but the Ax and Fire, nor canſt ex- 


pect leſs, then to be cut down, and 


- Tuduced to fuel : Where's, I ſy, the 


Fruit thou ſhould?®ſk have brought 
forth? Thou haſt yeilded but 
ſharp thorns, and bitter Fruit ; but 
God grant, that the points of theſe _ 


- thorns;though blunted thereby, may 


force an entrance ſenſible, and deep 
enough to wound thee unto true 
Contrition ; and that the bitterneſs 
of thy ſins prove ſq medicinal, as to 
work the Remiſo of them. q 


Thou 
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TI ( 179). 
'Thon thinkeſ Sichave it of 
- fins, ſome are but” ſmall, andof lit- 
tle account ; but God, whois tobe 
the Jude, will find none ſo ſmall, 
or incon{iderable, as .many think ? 
What ! do not all fins, by reaſon of 
the Diſobedience they carry with 
them,tend to the Diſhonour of God? 
And ſhall a ſinner then preſume to 
ſay, that his ſins are but -of ſmall, 
or no account? Asit, to diſhonour 
. God, could at any time be bur of 
ſmall account : Oh peice of Wood, 
dry, and fruitleſs, and meritting no 
" Jeſs then Eternal Flames ; What 
anſwer wilt thou make at that 
Great day, when an account, eyen 
of theleaſt glance of an eye ;. an ac- 
count of each moment of thy life 
ſhall be demanded ; each minutes 
paſſage thereof, ſhall be narrowly 
lifred into? Then ſhall a Sentence .. 
of Condemnation paſs againſt what 
ſhall appear, as well in thy Aftions, 
as in thy torbearance to at; as. 
| 'L 3 W> ll 
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 - wWell-inthy words, as in the filence 
' thou haſt obſerved: Not the leaſt 
of all rby thoughts ſhall pretend a 
priviledge of exemption : Norſhall 
it eſcape, to haye liv'd, and not to 
have-liv'd to God alone; whoſe 
fole Will ought to have been made 
the Rule, and End of thy life. 
- Ah Wretch! how many fins, 
which now eſcape thy knowledge, 
ſhall then, like Enemies ruſhing 
forth of an Ambuſh, in whole 
Troops aflail thee, more doubtleſs 
in number, and more perhaps eyor- 
mous, then thoſe which now occur. 
How many things, which now carry 
with them an appearance of Good, 
ſhall then 'in their true colours ap- 
pear, and appear great ſins? ?T1s 
at this moment. thou ſhalt reap ac- 
cording as thon haſt ſown, during 
this life? ?Tis I fay at this moment 
that all gates to Mercy ſhall be 
ſhut ; at this moment» when ſorrow 
for ſin ſhall be fruitleſs ; at this 
Lo © 1705. nt 
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ment, ſhall be too late. 

"Tis now then the time, that 
thou - oughteſt ſeriouſly ro reflect 
on what thou haſt done, and what 
thou art to receive. If the Good. 
thou haſt done, be much ; and but 
little the bad, thou haſt then 
cauſe to rejoyce; but if the bad 
ſurpaſs conliderably the Good, Oh 
*tis then thou haſt cauſe, and juſt 


canſe to lament. 


Ah! Worſt of ſinners! Is not 
the very thonght thereof capable 
to draw from thee even the deep- 
eſt ſighs, and to change into floods 
of tears the blood of all (thy 
veins 2? 

Oh Hardneſs, even to aſtoniſh+ 
ment, which ſtroaks, ſo violent, 
are yet, too Weak to work upon,' 
Oh, to what degree is all ſenſe of 
feeling loſt, where points ſo ſharp, 
ſo piercing, loſe their force ? 


| Oh how romngy a Haas ſleep 
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I ing a Death, where ſo formi- 
dable an Alarum rouſerh not up at 
al. 

- But there is enouzh ſaid on this 
Subject Improfitable Soul ; enoygh 
ſaid to induce thee, and 
- out intermiſſion, to La 
nough ſaid to nouriſh the 
thy own Tears, without ever put- 
ting. a' ſtop unto them. \ 

But why lay I not open the whole 
Series of thoſe miſeries, which ſo 
nearly threaten me .? why diſſem- 
ble I them-? why conceal I-them 
from the view of my own ſoul ? 
Would I that the moſt dreadful 
of all 'Tempeſts ſhould: diſcharge 
it ſelfon my own head, and that at 
once ? or that ſorrowes not foreſeen, 
ſhould, * at. unawares, oe?rwhelm 
_ ? It behoves not a ſinner ſo to 

) 

But ſhould I unburden my ſelf, 

of waatſnever my: thoughts can 
uggelts concerning the ome 
| my 
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muſt.render of my Life, and pains 
due unto my fins ; it will ſtill, alas,be 
nothing. in compariſpn ,of what it 
is indeed. | | 
Let: my Eyes then, without: ceaſe, 
melt night and day into tears, 
Avgment ſinner > Augment the 
| Weight of thy miſeries : Add ter- 
rour unto terronr, cries unto Cries 3 
reflecting, that thow art to have 
him for thy, Judg, whom thou haſt 
injured by diſobeying God, and 
violating his Laws: Him1 ſay who 
hath rendred thee Good for Evil 
& unto whom thou haſt made no 0- 
ther return,than of Evil for Good : 
Him, whoſe hand Patience now 
_ with:holds ; but ſhall then manifeſt 
himſelf in rigour : Him, whoſe mer- 
cies only now take place, but whoſe 
juſtice only ſhall then aCt 1ts part. 
Unhappy creature! againſt whom ' 
have I ſinned ? *Tis a God thar I 
have injur*d; *tis the Omnipotent 
I have offended. But juſt as 
0 
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of the "gd bin: me | 


not : Juſt Judignation, of the High: 


eſt, I am nor an object: Worthy | 


' of thee; and am yet leſs able tg 
ſupport the force of thy Arm. 

Oh! into what ſtraights am 1 
fallen 2 .. en this ſide, I behold my 
own fins, which accuſe me.; on that 


the Juſtice. of God, which affrights. 


me ; beneath I behold the dread- 
ful Abyſs of Hell open; above, my 
Judge Armed with Wrath; wither 
in me, - I feel the fire of my own 
Confcience,which devours me; And 
without,.I diſcover the World all 
on a flame with difficulty, and 
phat enough ; Shall the jyſt be ſav'd 


whither. ſhall the wicked, ſarpriz'd 


in his crimes by Death, betake 
himſelf? 

Environ'd with theſe extremi- 
ties where ſhall I hide my: ſelf ? 
How, oh how ſhall I dare. to ap- 
pear ? . To. hide will he 4mpoſlible, 
to appear, will -be intolerable. ] 
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but that will not be; I willdecline 
sppeararice; nor will that be'grant- 
ed. Whar will then; Ah! What 
will then, F fay; becorhe of re ? 
Who will. tefcue one-out 'of the 


| Hands of this Great God? Whont 
' ſhall Treſort to for Advice? Who 


wilt fave me? Who 1s he that is 
calted the Angel of Great Counſet 
and a Saviour, . that I may addreſs 
my-ſelf unto him, and call him by 
' with all "the force my 
Voice will reach unto; Who 1s 
he? Why tis a Jeſus * Bur ataſs; 
*is He, tis a Telus Himſelf who 
is my Judge, into whoſe Hands to 
fall *ris terrible to think on... 
However, 'finceg here'it"is, thaf 
thou ouzhreſt to abate thy Fear , 
and mitigate thy Diſquiet," defpair 
not; but "place; even tn kim thy 
hopes, who thoul feareft; 'caft thy 


if into the Armes of 'him whom 


tho# halk nnhappily deferted, try, 
| ant? 
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and that with all importunity af- 
ter him, whom thou haſt-with ſo 
great Inſolence offended. -- Q.Fe/us ! 


' O my Jeſus! . for the love of that 


"Name, be.thou unto mez. what that 


Narnme inviteth me to hope for. Je-. 


ſus, Jeſus. !. forget the Pride and In- 
ſolexee of a ſinner, and caſt the Eyes 
of thy: Mercies on this. miſerable 
creature, who humbly, demands: Par- 


don at thy Hands. Or Feſus-! how. 


ſweet.is that Name ? how delight- 
ful is that Name ? What hopes,what 


Conſolation, doth not that Name 


afford ? | Da | 
- For what: Importeth Feſ«s, but 
a Saviour. O F: ſus! be: then unto 

- me (for the loye of: thy ſelf) a 
Jeſus; Thou haſt made me to be 
what I am, ſuffer me not to Perilh : 
Thou, who haſt Redeemed me, 
Condemn me not: Thou, in: fine, 
who, by. thy _Bouiity -baſt 'given me 
a Being, permit not> thats. through 
iy own malice, I caſt my: felt a- 
by fe ce. Ne» Way 
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| way.:O Benign Feſ« /.let not my 


Iniquity deſtroy, what thy- Omnt- 
potent Bounty hath made: Own 
in me what is come from! thee; 
and-cleanſe my Heart from whatſb< 
ever owes. not. its being unto thee? 
Mercy Fe/us, Mercy ! whilſt time 


'| of Mercy is,. and Damnjme not at 


the day of thy Juſtice : what ad- 
vantage wilt tliou reap by my 
Blood ?- and'by thy precipitating 
me into Eternal death ? \ - 
They are not thoſe Lord, who 
deſcend into hell, that ſhall: praiſe 


thy Holy Name; fhouldeſt thou, 


% 


- God; receive me into the Arms 
of thy Mercy, which is Infinite: Ie . 
would not prejudice their being ſtil 
as open; their being ftill as-farr 
extended as eyer: receive me.theny 
O moft 'Amiable: Jeſus, receive.me 
into the' happy number of thy E- 
left, to the end, that together with 


them, I may Eternally Praife- and, 


Enjoy thee, placing my whole Glo: 
I OBES... fy 


Was ) 
ry. In; -thoe,: 249 with” thoſe, 

SO Joye: thy, Holy, "Name, and 

confeſs: thy: Glory to: be with the 

| age And-;the Holy, ——— for 
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ntation 4, 4 Qoul which 
ne againſt Purity. . 


A Aioy Soul / my Aided Soul! 
:K myunhbappy Soul! Soul' of a 
proba enworthy the name of Man! 
wie: this mar gonr condition of 
dduely refletting on thy ſin, 
Jar up; 'andiler confuſion; - and 
horrour: be the! entertainment. - of 
_ thy-thouphts call to mindthe enor- 
mity. of thy.Crime:; \4r let thy: grief 
of (heart diſcharge. it ſelf into cries 
oflamentation.: Ponder with Atten- 
Hon the — of thy fa&t.; and 
let 


(183) 
et forrow and 'fear joynitly ſeize 
- thee with their whole force at once. 
Thou, I ſay, whom Celeſtial Wa- 
ters had purified 3 Thou whodidſt 
both- by Promiſe, [and Oath dedi- 
cate thy ſelf to Jeſus Chriſt, and 
-clad thus with the' Robe: of Purity, 
waſt choſen for his Spoyſe} Me 
But what 1s/it I now call to mind? 
The Nathe of -whom Jid | ſo late- 
ly mention ? Alas!” 'of no other 
than the dear Spouſe: bnee of my 
Integrity, but now the ſevere judge 
of my impurity. - Ah ſad Re- 
membrance of the HappyneſsI have 
loſt, why addeſt thou thus new 
load to the weight of the miſeries, 
I already groan under ? But de- 
plorable ſtate of guilty man» whom 
ood, no leſs then Evil, afflicts ; 
or on the one fide I find a bad 
Conſcience as bad a Puniſhment 
as the flames, in which I fear for 
ever to: burn; and on the other, 


£56 very remembrance of a- good 
M2 Con 
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Conſcience, and of the rewards due 
by promiſe thereunto, no leſs tor-- 
-menr me;_ a loſs too great to be 
- . without great difficulty repair*d. 

-- Ah Lofs irreparable ! Loſs whicte 
lieth ſo. heavy on me; having loſt 
_that, without hopes of recovery, 
which I ought carefully to have 
for: ever ſecured from danger of 


© loſs. Inconſolable loſs, having not 


-only loſt the beſt -of Goods, but 

drawn on my own head the worſt - 
of evils. Oh Purity, which I no 
more now dare to call my dearelt, 
but ' my loſt jewel; which I no 
more dare to ſtile my delight, but 
my deſpair, what is become of 
thee ? in how foul, and ſtincking 
a mire haſt thou left me ? Impurt- 
ty, which haſt perverted my mind, 
and bereaved me of my ſoul, how 
cameſt- thou thus to take poſſeſſion 
of my heart? How ad thou to 


calt it thus down from the Pureſt 


"That 


and belt of ſtares ? 


: Cay; 
That then which cauſeth my 
grief, and which afflifts me, is, to. 
have thus fallen from the beſt of 
ſtates ; bur that -which- cauſeth my 
pain, and makes me yet to dread 
far greater, is to have committed 
ſo foul a crime : This loſs torments 
me beyond all conſolation ; and 


this tranſgreſſion of mine renders . 


me liable to chaſtiſements not to. 
be ſupported : ſo deplorable on all 
hands is my condition, ſuch ſtraits 
what way ſoever I turn my ſelf, 


am I fallen into. Oh good, Oh | 


evil, ſo- it is, yea ſo it 1s, that ye 
with juſtice puniſh that unhappieſt 
of Creatures, whoſe life ye deſign 


to render miſerable. © Nor is It ih- © 


deed but what I well deſerve ; for 
thou haſt ſhewn thy ſelf, my foul; 
both diſloyal and perjur?d towards 
God, and an Adultreſs in reſpect 


of Jeſus Chriſt : Thou art fallen- 


from the ſublime ſtate of Virgini- 
ty and haſt inconſideratly preci- 


M 3 pitated- | 


> y—_— comm W x4 A. ad. dat A. an dh 


" 


/ pitated: thy ſelf | into. the ſordid ' 
"gulf of all. impurity. - bf, 
'  - Thou, whom Heavens King had 
called to be. his;Spouſe, haſt through: 
_ the heat of-paſſion proſtituted thy: 
{elf unto the- Devil : Poor wretch, 
rejected by God: and abandon'd. un- 
to him ; or-rather who haſt divor- 
\ Cced thy ſelf from God, and deli- 
 vered up thy ſelf a prey, by a voz | 
* Juntary engagement, to ſo foul a 
| Fiend.  Accurſed, yea, more than- 
Accurſed change, to. have caſt him. 
| offi, who had not only beſtowed om: 
- theethy Being, but alſo given thee: 
| ſuch aſlurance of his Love,to adhere-. } 
; tohim who never ſought but guile-. 
fully to contrive thy ruin. Ah! from: 
whence am I fallen, how have I thus: 
caſt my ſelf down from the: higheſt: 
| of all ſtates, to. the deepeſt of all A-. 
 byſles. Wo unto me; who have thus: 
| forſaken him who is eſſentially good-. 
| neſs it ſelf, and adjoyn'd my: ſelf 
- pato him, in. whom malice only 
reigns. What 
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©» What'ihaſt: thon done? Blind 
Folly -of . mine ?. blind paſſion, de- 
teſtable .impurity,, what haſt: thou 
done? Thou haſt left 1n Heaven 
above a Chaft Lover, 'to follow, 
even unto Hell, an Enemy, unto 
whoſe abnfive perſwaſions thon 
haft fo eaſily yeilded thy confent ; 
and haſt made choyce, not of a chaſt 
bed , -but of a place Famous only 
for Infamys and debauch. Whar 
Horrours accompany the -corrup- 
' tion of the 'Wilt?- and how loath- 
fom. is; the. finck, _ of a voluntary 
proſtitution? - 

Who can, my God, repair this 
correption of mine? What ſatis- 
fa$tion. cam my God, be: made to 
thy | Divine Juſtice for - this ſo 
heinous: an :offence!? Let thy re- 
tirement be unhappy man, thedeep- 
eſt and ſaddeſt Abyſs of forrows; 
Let the: weight of the moſt vehe- 
ment --of all Griefs or*ewhelm 
thee; '-thee, I fay, who haſt wal- 
lowed 
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EC lowed / in the mire and ſtench of 


Hell it ſelf, Worſt of Criminals, 
let the. darkneſs of inconſolable 
ſadneſs ſwallow thee up, -who.took- 
eſt delight in the filth of all lubri- 
city... And having in fine ſolaced 
thy ſelf 1n thy jmpurities, - what 
reſts but that thou drown thy ſelf in 
a ſea of Bitterneſs. 

_ Come dreadful apprehenſions, 
come ſorrows without meaſure, 
come Grief irremediable, come 
and aſſemble your: ſelves. together, 
come and caſt your ſelves upon me 
all at once; oppreſs me, ' deſtroy . 
me; ?tis but juſt, but juſt. I have 
| had the boldneſs, the impudence 
| to deſpiſe ye, and by my-impuri- 


- © ties to provoke yo all or rather; 


God indeed, then ye-: : And now, 
behold, I invoke you all through 
a_regret capable to move Compaſ- 
ſion. Torment then ſo guilty a 
Perfon, and revenge, on 'me, the 
cauſe of God ; make ſo voluptu- 
bY | ous 
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ous a delinquent to feel the pains 
even of hell it ſelf, which he hath 
merited : Give him a taſt of the: 
Puniſhments he hath for himſelf 
Prepared; to the end thar he inure 
himſelf to thoſe torments, he is 
ſo juſtly hereafter for ever to en- 
dure. DN, 

Sinner, whoſe Impurities knew 
no moderation, nor Tranſgreſſions, 
bounds ; Let thy Repentance alſo, 
let thy forrows know none. Plunge 
and replunge thy ſelf in the Waters 
of thy own bitterneſs, who did*{t 
ſo often plunge thy ſeif in the foul 
gulf of voluptuous uncleannels, 
conſolation, ſecurity, joy, I no 
more deſire ye, I pretend no more 
unto ye, if the Remiſſion of my 
crime envite ye not back, and pro- 
cure not your return, I am con- 
tent to be deprived of ye even 
unto death, provided my- fin meet 
then with pardon, and again withy 
ye aiter death, Let a rigorous» 


- 


l 


( 190) 


and continual courſe of Penance ac: 


company the reſt of 'my dayes, and- 
let the Repentance. due unto” my 
fault, become the worſt "of Execu- 


tioners, without intermiſſion to tor- 
ment me; let grief and ſorrow af- 
flict me during the whole remain- 


der of my life; God grant it, yea 


God grant it ſo to bez *tis what 
I heartily wiſh, tis what Learneſt- 
Iy demand, ?tis what I deſire. For 
if I am no longer. worthy to lift 
up my eyes to Heaven 1n prayer, [ 
have well at leaſt deſerved to weep 
them out. © If the reproach of my 
own Conſcience puts-me to ſhame, 
not permitting me to addreſs my 
ſelf to Heaven, "tis but juſt that 
the Violence of my.own ſorrows caſt 
me into confuſion ; and if fear for- 
bids me to preſent my ſelf before 
God) *tis but reaſon that I repre- 
ſent unto my ſelf the puniſhments 
my lin deſerves, 
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Let then my heart think; and 
without intermiſhon rethink what 
it hath done, and what 'it hath 
juſtly merited, Let my thonghts 
deſcend into that place, covered 


- with darkneſs, ' and with the ſha- 


dow -of Death:; let them deſcend 
thither I ſay, 'and behold what is 
there laid up in ſtore for this guil- 
ty ſoul of mine. Let the confide- 
ration thereof be their entertain- 
ment, -and let their ſole trouble, 
and inquietude be to think there+ 
ON. 2 

Oh my God! What diſcover I 
in this place of Darkneſs, in this 
place of Eternal Miſery? Where 
no order is, where horrour,' .and 
nought-but horrour ſhalt for-ever 
inhabit? Oh! ?ctis nothing. but 
howling, nothing but- a -confuſion 
of cryes, nothing but an eternal 
Repetition of Wo, Wo, that I 
there hear. Nothing do I there 


ſee, but. tears, but gnaſhing of teeth. 
Fire 


C292) -. | 
Fire of Sulphur, fire of darkneſs, fire 
of Hell : What work mak*ſt thou ? 
how formidable is the Operation of 
this fire ? 

Worms, which live amidſt theſe 
flames, with what eagerneſs do you 
Gnaw, with what ardour do you 
devouer ?, and that without danger 
of being conſum'd by the moſt 
ative, the moſt ardent of all Fires. 
Devils whoſe infernal. rage inceſ- 
fantly vents. it ſelf amidſt thoſe 
unquenchable flames, Why treat 
you with ſuch ſeverity your own 
Companions in ſufferance * Tor- 
ments of all kinds, moderate 1n- 
deed, if .the juſtice be conſidered 
which inflicts you, but yet above 
al comprehenſion inſupportable in 
reſpect of thoſe, who are adjudg'd 
ro endure you, will your : Rigour 
never abate? and ſhall the pains, you 
oblige poor ſuffering ſouls to groan 
under, be without remedy, or 
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Are thoſe then, Great God, the _ 
Puniſhments, thou haſt provided 
for the voluptuous, and ſuch as 
deſpiſe thee, of which number Fam 
ſo unhappy as to be: Yes, I am1 
confeſs, of that infamous number:-: 
Ah, my ſoul ! How canſt thon then 
but tremble ? Why fail not all my 
ſpirits ? Why forbeareſt thou, my 
Heart, to ſplit in ſunder ? Ah ! tor- 
toring crime of mine, whither drag- 
geſt. thou me? Ah ſin of mine! 
Whither precipitateſt thou-me ?' Ah 
my Gad, to whom delivereſt thou 
me up? If my offences rendred-me 
Guilty in thy ſight,and againſt thee, 
am I therefore no longer a Crea- 
ture of thine ?. If 1] have loſt my Puz 
rity can I rob thee of thy mercy. If 
] have given thee cauſe enough» 
my God, to damn me, haſt thou 
thereby loſt any part of that, by 
which thou art wont to ſave? 
heed nat then my God, the evil I 
haye done, ſoastg forget ther 40d, 
wWaich 


| (194) 
Which" is effential unto thee, | 

' - ©) Where is, Great God of Verity, 
where is that aſſurance, which thon- 
igaveſt us, ſaying ; 1 live, and will 
"0t'-the death of a ſinner, but rather 
:that he become converted and Live. 
Lord, who canſt not lie, what is 
./ this, Lord, that thou ſayeſt, 7 will 
| '210t thedeath of a ſinner, it thou bury 
in Hell a Sinner, who recurreth to 
thy Mercies ? To throw down, in- 
'to Hell, is that the ſame, with, I 
will that a ſinner be:converted, and 
that he live? I am a finner Lord, 
yes,-I am a' finner ; If thou wilt 
not then the death of a ſinner, wha 
<can-compel thee to do that, which 
thon haft not a will unto? to wit, 
to condemn me unto death': And 
if'thy WilF be, that a' ſinner be- 
come converted, and live, who can. 
divert thee from doing, what. thou 
haſt a will to do ?  and'conſequent: 
ly from converting me, to the 
end, that I live. Is it the hei- 
3# panes nouſnels 
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novſneſs of.my crime, which oblig- 
eth thee to that which thou haſt 
not'.a. will unto ? and debarreth 
thee from doing that to which thon 
haſt a will, thee, who art a God 
Omnipotent : Let it not then, O 
God Omnipotent, be ſaid, na 
Lord God, let it be never ſaid, that 
the, malice of a ſinner, who acknow- 
ledgeth his fault, and is Repentant, 
Is more prevalent, then the Word 
of a God, who hath Power to-do, 
whatſoever he hath a will to do. * 
' Remember then great God ' of 
Juſtice, God of Sanctity, God of 
Clemency, Remember that thou art 
'Merciful, my Creator and my Re» | 
deemer'; But my God, forget with- 
-all thy Juſtice, which ought to pus 
niſh this ſin of mine, and think but 
on the Bounty thou kaſt for a crea 
ture of thine : Forget that Indig- 
nation, which 'a poor Criminal 
had - obliged the to-put on, and . 
think but on that mercy, which 2 


poor 


| I T_e T 
. poor Penitent humbly recurreth 
- unto. 
-  Mycrime merits, I confeſs, dam: 
: Wo, and the Penance I do, bears 
__ FE with the ſatisfaCti- 
| e unto thy Juſtice : Burt it 1s 
| - leſs certain, that the ſins of all 
| mankind, are no leſs diſproportion- 
" ed to the greatneſs of thy Mercies. 

'' Pardon then Mercifu! God, who 
deſireſt not the death of a ſinner, 
' and alone canſt fave, pardon my 
* guilty ſoul; She flies from thy 


| Juſtice, which affrights her, to thy 


| mercies, which fill her with Conſo- 
 Jation; to the end, that having for- 
felted, by the proſtitution of her 
ſelf, all pretence to that Crown, 
- Which Virginity layes claim un- 
' $0; ſhe eſcape, at leaſt, by the 
| means of Salutary Penance, the 

| Puniſhments due unto thoſe, who 
- have ſuffered ſhipwrack of their 
Purity, "is what ay God, I hope, 
pgs know- 
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. knowing it is to be neither aboy 
thy Omnipotency, nor unbeſeeming 
thy Juſtice, nor unuſual to' thy 
Mercy ; becauſe thou art all Good> 
neſs, and thy Mercy is- Eternal, 
who art for ever Bleſſed: $0 be 
it. 


CE — 
Ly 


- —_ 


N11 Mevitation, 
Of *Sin. 


_—_— ——————— 


Ferity. 


TO fin, is to love that which 

God hath forbidden us to love, 

or not to- love, and not to have a 
will to do that, which -God coms 

mands us to love, and do. | 


C O0Nte 
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Conſideration, 


_ that the Will of God can- 
F-.not but be infinitely. Holy, a 
Will - oppoſite thereunto, cannot 
_ be infinitely criminal and un- 
juſt. 


| Reflett ion, 


T TOw often, my God have I 

lov'd, and ; iow that which 
thou haſt forbidden me to love and 
do? ' Thou haſt forbidden me the 
love as well of fſottiſh Vanities, as 
the enticing Pleaſures of the world ; 
yet | have ] lov'd both, -yea-even 
lodg?d my affeftions on them ? 
How -highly-culpable am I, then My 
God, become in thy ſight. - 

How often have I alſo negleRted, 
or {lighted the doing of that, which 
thou haſt commanded to be done : 
| have neglected to adore thee as 

FP my 
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my God, to Honour thee as-my 
Lord, to Love thee as my Fa- 
ther. With what indifferency 
have I demeawd; my ſelf towards 
my Neighbour, eſpecially if indi- 
gent, and diſtreſſed, how little love 
have I had for him ? But which 
is yet worſe, what hatred have not 
I harboured; what detraCtions, 
what calumnies, have not .I utter- 
ed ; what quarrels have not I in- 
tereſled my ſelf in; whar occaſions 
of revenge have not I fought ; or 
have at leaſt deſir*d-it. 

O my God,I have Lov*d nothing, 
and done nathing, which thy Will 
was I ſhould have lov'd, and done : 
And have loy*'d, and done what 
thou dideſt forbid me to love, and 
do, how faulty then hath my whole 
life been'? . 

Sorrow, 


H my God, what ought not 
£ A ſo great impieties to dread 
from 
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from ſo juſt-and Hand ? *Tis thi 
load of my tranſgreſſions which 
humbles me at thy feet ; and leaves 
me no more voice, then from the 
bottom of my heart to cry, Par- 
don -my God, Pardon a ſinful ſoul, 
which hath violated thy Ordinan- 
ces; but will hereafter entertain . 
no thought but of an entier ſub- 
miſſion to thy Will. - Pardon great 
God, Pardon a guilty Wretch wor- 
thy thy heavieſt chaſtiſements ; but 
yet ſupplyantly recurring to the a- 
bundance ofthy Mercies. 


' Reſolution, 


[| Deteſt the diſorders of my. life 
paſt. I will no more love, or do, 
what the Juſtice of thy Laws for- 
bids : but will ſeriouſly apply my 
ſelf to love and do, what thy com- 
mangdements, for? ever Holy, ſhall 
enjoyn : I will carefully fly, as well 

the leaſt thought, as all occaſions of 
| | evil, 


a 
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Evil, and embrace none but ſuch &s 
ſhall encline me to good, and lead 
me unto thee. | 


Prayer. 


Trengthen, my.God, this Reſo- 

lution, which - thy Grace hath 
given birth unto, and let me ra- 
ther chooſe - to die, then ever to 
become again Gd»iſloyal unto thee. 


— —  — _ hen _— 


I V. Meditation. 


Of the Blind IF which ace 
companies Sin. 


ROI 


FOE" 


| Ve erity, 


EY E Live in Sinz and fear to 
| FF dies 


Conſee 
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Con ſiderat 707, 


T ſtands but with Reaſon, and 

' Juſtice, being in the ſtate of ſin, 
to fear death ; the inevitable conſe- 
quence of Deathi-ſurprizing us in 
fin, being' the eternal ruin of onr 
fouls. But what 1s there leſs con- | 
ſiſtant with Reaſon and Juſtice, then | 
fearing death, -'to live in ſin. If 
we fear death, becauſe it muſt 
raviſh thoſe Objects, in the love of . 
which our fin conſiſts; Tt- is the * 
height of Impiety to deſire never 
to die, to the end that we might | 
alwaies live in ſin. | 


Refletion, 


T is true, my God) that the ap- 
prehenſion I have of death cau- 
ſeth-one even to tremble, the very 
thought thereof makes me, I can- 
feſs, wax pale, and my blood to 
con- 


( 203) 6: 
congeal : It being that, which ſhall 
in an inſtant reduce this body of 
mine, which I now pamper with 
eaſe ;and 'delicacies; to the condi- 
tion of a carkaſs, inſypportable to 
the beſt of Friends, that I ſay which 
ſhall ſpoyl me of: whatſoever others 
find. in me worthy of love; or I 


'| find ont of my: ſelf, worthy of 


eſteem, - *tis at this fatal moment 
that I ſhall become to the reſt of 
Creatures bat - matter of Horrours 
and they to me but matter of 
Gnief.: 7 55 16 | 

Yes, I ohce more avow it, and 
t declare it before thee, my God; 
that if 1'did ſo ſenſibly fear deathy 
not fearing: at. the ſame time to 
offend: thee, the ſole cauſe, -alas, 
thereof was, the. Anxiety of mind'F 
then felt to looſe, and be bereaved 
of that, to which my Vanities, mp 
Pleaſures, and other crimes owed 
their whole ſupport. 


Sorrow 


—— 


(204) 
Sorrow; 


At ! my God, What Impiety 
accompanies ſuch a Fear? 
What diſorder of Aﬀictions, where 
the Heart lies under ſuch an engage- 
ment unto Creatures. I - feared 
Death) but I fear*d not to fin, Ah 
Impiety ! how Ideteſt thee. 


Reſolut £0; 


Will hereafter fear death, and 

not, conſidering my own guilt, 
without good cauſe : But it-ſhall 
be on no other account then the fear 
I have to'die in fin- And fearing . 
to die in ſin, I muft reſolve to live 
no longer in fin; ſeeing that to 
tive in fin, will be to die there- - 


6. Prayer} 


(265) 
Prayer. 


| be is the Light of thy Grace a- 
lone, my God, which difcloſeth 
unto me theſe ſo important Veri- 
ties : Let then the Nailes of 6 juft 
an apprehenſion' pierce my Heart, 
that acquitting me. of all Attach- 
ments as well to Creatures as 'my 
ſelf, they may infeparably faſten 
me unto thee. Grant- my God, 
that this Salutary fear diſpoſe this 
heart of mine to love thee, and thee 
alone. 
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. On the ſame Subjett. 


Verity, 


\Inding the Will-too wetk to re- 
iſt ſin, and fiway*d'by too ſtron 
an inclinarion to the Jloye thereof, 
we exfily perſwade otir ſelves, that 
the ſin we commit is trot fo great, but 
rather much leſs then indeed it is- 


_ Conſideration, 


- reaſon to fancy that a fall ſhould 

e leſs dangerous becauſe of the 
fs force we have to ſuſtain our 
ſelves, and greatef 'yiolence, we 
are carryed withall upon it. It 
would be an Imagination very ri- 


TT would be little conſonant to 


ac |} 


— ] 


dicylous to think, -that- the more 
the Root is...cankred,; the leſs; 
tainted is the: Fruit which the 
Tree bears, or: to believe the wa- 
ters leſs perilous, where the ſource 
is moſt enyenomed. 

It. would be-/pleaſant ſport, if 
to. comfort- a. ſick perſon, one 
ſhould | tel-him,, that his Feavor 
was well abated, and- of lefs dan- 
ger, becauſe the humours of. his 
body were: more: difordered, In 
fine, it would be little to underſtand 
the Injuſtice concomitant to Inju- 
-rles, to pretend, that. an Injury pro- 
ceeding from an heart ſwollen big 
with averſion and hatred, ſhould be 
the leſs great, and more "worthy of 
pardon. And-would it not be an Im- 
piety to affirm, that the ſtronger 
the Love is, which unites us unto 
God, the leſs of ſanctity do our 
Actions carry with them. 

What an Extravagance then 3 
what. an Impierty 1s It to. believe, 
N 2 That 
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That the greater our Frailty is, and 
ſtronger the Inclination we have, - 
to Love the Sin;: the leſs will the 
malice of the Sin be? This Weak- 
neſs of the Will owes not its growth 
ut to the force of the Inclination we 
have for the ſin. Who dares now 
to think that the ' greater the love 
is we have for the ſin, the leſs will 
the fin be. And'if it be true, that 
the greater the engagement of the 
, Will unto fin is, it yields the more 
readily its conſent : ' What doubt 
can there be, but that the, more 
readily it conſents to ſin, the more 


it ſins, 
Reflection, 


V Hat Illyfions (my ſoul) 
have thy- thoughts lain 
under? when thou didſt ſin, thy 
ſelf farniſPd thee with an excuſe, 
thou pretende@ſt not to juſtify thy 
ſelf, but by charging thy own in- 
clinations, thy own frailty with the 
| blame 
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blame; Addifting thy ſelf to Vanie 
ties, to Intereſt,to Pleaſure, to Crea- 
tures: Thou ſaid'ſt untothy ſelf; *tis 
my frailtywhich draws me thereun- - 
to; *tis my Inclination which over- 
{ways mez and didſt not diſcovef; 
that the greater thy frailty, the 
{ſtronger the. Inclmmation was, the 
love thou hadſt for ſin; which ren- 

dred thy ſin the greater. 


SOrTOW, | 
H, the Enormity of my crimes ! 

No more of excuſe, my God) 
bur, my God, Pardon : I am without 
Excuſe, but thou art not without 
Mercy. Pardon, 'my God, that in- 
ſolent Pride of mine, which ſo of- 
ten alleade%' that, inexcuſe for its 
ſin, which did indeed augment it. 
Pardon I ask thee, my God, for 
all thoſe Criminal Attatchments, 
which engag'd me not” in fin, but 
by inclining” me too much ta love, 
It. N 3 Reſo- 
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Reſolution. 


*Detelf; them, my God, and I 

; Condemn them, to the end that 
thou Condemn not me. That frail- 
ty: which,  whileſt;I built -Excuſes 
thereon, lifted me up againſt- thee, 
ſhall hereafter only ſerve for my 
Confuſion, by teaching. me, that 
without the Aid of thy Puiſſant 
Grace, I cannot but meet with Fall 
upon Fall and that all I can dozis but 


to loſe'my ſelf. No, my God, that, 


* Propenſity, which drew-me 1ato Sin, 
ſhall no more engage me-therein ; 
nor ſhall it ſerve for other uſe, than 
matter of Combate. againſt my ſelf, 
From this very moment, my God, 
I here declare a War againſt thoſe 
Vanities,. that Liberty, the very 
Thought whereof begets in me an 
horrour : A War, I ſay, =painſt all 
thoſe terrene-and ſordid Intereſts, 
as alſo againſt. HDR elſe ſoever, 


Sb | Tk | 
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this Heart of mine,by the ill manag?d 
Love thereof, hath- hitherto been 
beſotted withal. I will no more 
ſigh, my God, but after thee; nor 
' will I ſettle my Afﬀections on any 
thing but thee. 


Prayer, 


7 Ortify, my God, my frailty by 
- the. force of thy Grace ; Grant 
hae 2 Love truly Holy, triumph 0: 
yer this Criminal Inclinatiton. of 
mine; And my God, my glory in 
Thee ſhall be thy Triumph over 
me. 


MEE 
VI. Veditation, 
On the ſame Subjett, - 


Perity. 


VV E will love the thing which 
' involves Sin and will yet 


perſwade our ſelves, that we' love 
not the Sin. 


C onfrderati on, 


Grcing that to Sin, is nothing elſe, 
than to Love that which is a 
Sin; to have a Will to love thar, 
which is a Sin, is doubtleſs to have 
a Will to Sin, and to Love the Sin: 
To Love that then which is a Sin, 
and yet to perſwade our ſelves, that 
we Love not the Sinz is a ſtrange 
—_— -A Blindneſs to be 7 

ed; 


| BEE... A 
ed; *tis to have a Will to force 
our ſelves into a belief, that Sin 1s 
not Sin'z to have a Will, that Vice 
{ſhould become Vertue; and that 


Sin ſhould put on the Nature of 


Juſtice. 
 Refledtion. 


Uch is, my: Grd, the Condition 
FI of my Soul ; I could not believe 
that I did love the Sin; and was 
convinced that my Heart loved no- 
thing but. that which involv*d the 
Sin. - How often did I flatter with 
this Thought my Paſſion? I intend 
not to Sin, no, it is not God that. 
I have a will to Offend : How of- 
ten amidſt the too. culpable Satiſ- 
factions, which I ſought; amidſt 
the Vanities, too much ſayouring 
of the World, which I pleas'd my 
ſelf in; amidlt thoſe Paſſions, which 
tranſported me of Choler, Inte- 
reſt, and Revenge ; in the — 
an 
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fed freedom 1; in private, ve my, 
{e1f, over, unto, where. Pleaſure; was, 
At aimed at? How often). I fay, 
amidſt-theſe irregular deſires of my 
Hearr, did I ſay, unto-my. ff, "tis 

” pot the Sin I propoſe unto my. "Telf, | 
* ®n0t have l any intention of Offence 
- againſt God: As if Loved and wil- 
Jed not the Sin, willing and loving 
that which infer'd. it.. | | 
Ah! this Blindneſs cannot | pro- | 
ceed, but from that tye, which hath 
ſo faſt link'd my Heart.to Vanities, 
to Intereſt, to Paſſion, to Pleaſure; 
| and, in a word, to Creatures. It: | 
” cannotburſ) pring from thence, that | 
having-not, the power. to deny any 
longer unto.them my Love, I was 
willing, :to the end,, not. to Con- 
demn my ſlf,:to ſhelter my ſodoing. 
under a pretence of Jultice. | 
But how great a Crime is 1t. not, 
ſo to be enſlaved to Creatures, and 
to love Sin to that degree, as to wiſh 
that Sin were become Vertue 3 or 


Cars) | 
at leaſt, that Evil were 1b tors 3. 
Sin, chat fo I'mighr, with 1eFs ſcru- 
ple, love Evil, and Sin with greater 
liberty. Wirh {o. little reaſon then 
can this Blindneſs of mine be. al- 
leadged in Excuſe of the irregular 
Aﬀettipns of my Heart, or diſor- 
ders of my Life, that it is it which 
cauſerh my Sin, and reproacheth mg 
with my Crime. 


Sorrow. 


Es, my God, I own it in thi 

Preſence, and with bitterneſs 
bf Heart. I have loved Creatures) 
t have loved Vanities; Pleafures; 
with what elſe foever contains mat- 
ter of Sin, and Offends Thee ; and 
would needs, but too erroniouſly; 
-perſwade my ſelf; that it was not 
the Sin which I loved. I ayow, 
my God, that this Blindneſs. is a 
pain due to ny Sin, and the cauſe 
of my Fall. And *ris this Blienefs 
which 


( 216) | 
which 1 heartily deteſt. Pardon, 
my God, ſo faulty, ſo blind a 
Creaturs.---_-- 


E Reſolution. | 


Do no longer, my God, believe, 
L noreyer will, that that Love is - 
not Injurious unto Thee, which is 
placed on Creatures, with the 
Excluſion of- Thee - I acknow- 
ledge, and always will, that to 
love that which involveth ſin, as 
Vanity, Pleaſure, Paſſion, or the 
like, is to love the ſin it involves. 
In this perſwaſion then, my God, 
perſiſting, the hatred I will bear 
unto fin, as an offence againſt thee, 
ſhall diſengage my affections: from 
all unlawful pleaſures, from all idle 
Vanity; yea, generally from all, 
Creatures, which I cannot without 
fin love, or adhere vnto without 
the loſs of thee. | 


Pra) er, | 
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_ Prayer, 


TD Ut, my God, what can be of 
LY force. enough to diſpel} theſe 
Charmes, which hold me ſo faſt 
linked unto Creatures, but thePower 
of thy love, which alone can U- 
nite me unto thee, What can en- 
lighten this darkneſs of mine, the 
cauſe of my. going aſtray ? bur thoſe 
Beams, which diſcovering thee un- 
to me can alone conduCtt- me- unto 
thee. Theſe are thg Beams, my 
God, which a- poor blind Crea= 
ture craves to be illuſtrated with- 
all. *Tis this Divine' Love; with 
which. I pray thee to enflame my 
Heart, to the end thar it love thee, 
and thee alone. | 
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VII. Pevitation. 
"Onth ſame Seth, 


(53-387! Verity. 
JE live 1 in kin; and. promilie 
Our ſelves :pardon for 


the Poe 
.Conſilration. 


4 f #7 *:7z 6-4 \ 


God-is alfo Juft;and i is there- 
fore Juſt, 'becauſe-the; is. good. It 
is his Goodneſs which.moveth him. 
to hate ſin; and which armeth his 

' Juſtice againſt the tranſgreſſions of 

 - men. -Itis anefte@ then, as wellof 

his goodneſs, as his Juſtice, never 


in, 


s NOD: ds Good, . 'tis-true, But. 


..to pardon- him,. who continues in E 3 


bt 
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ſfinz God. cannot give us his graces 
and-not; cancel.at-the. ſame! time 
the.ſin he- finds in us: Nor.can: he 
approach. unto. us,' but by, the; cer 
moaval of fin; from. us. 

If, we-confider;,the.natureof ſin; 
what. can. 1t-leſs. merrit then the 
Vengeance of.' God ?. What.can-it 
| expect, but, , due chaſtiſements /? 

* Andin fine-what:more oppoſite-t9 

Pardon then Lqjuries, _ Infoleny 
ces, Or the-hopes of pardon, where 
Injuries are continued ? 


Refiftion 


THither did, thy choughts, 
.my:-{ouk. wander: m- the 
Surat of Pleaſures, in: the, love 


-  of-. Vanities,;. and in. the freedom 


thou: gaveſt: thy ſelf. of.commiting 


all other ſins?» Thou did*{t-infos. * 


 lently flatter thy. ſelf. with-the cons, 
ceit of pardon, and did*ſt ſay, God; 
is-.zo0d, and, did*{t-ſtill ragion1Þ 
ſin, 0-A .- 'Yea 


ke % 
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-- Yea thon would"ſt ſomtintes ſay, 
T will recurr to the Tribunal of 
Penance; and in the very thought 
thereof did*ſt abandon thy felt to 
fin. Ah? thou did*ſt not obſerve 
the injury thou didſt, both to the 
goodneſs and grace of God at once 7; 
thou 'did®ſt not refleft, that this 
deceitful hope of 'thine, rendred - 
them but ſubſervient 'to thy Iniqui- 
ties, taking from thence an occaſi- 
on- wh more freedom to fin. 
Sorrow, 


H! my God, how deplorable 
1X was this\ too great confidence 
of mitie, rende Hg me inſenſible 
of the crimes I committed ? Ah 7 
my God, how blind: are theſe 
hopes, how vain; which fo delu- 
ded me with the, thought of Far- 
don, when Vengeance was all my 
offences. could expect. But my 
| . God, how enormous was that pre- 

EP, NG ſump- 


(:241.) 
ſumption, which thus flattered me __ 
in my fin, and by the aſſurance ir 
gave me of thy grace rendred me 
but a. Child of thy Wrath ? To 
take the liberty to offend God, 
becauſe his Goodneſs is all Mercy, 
What a crime! Is it Reaſonable, 
my God, to offend thee, becauſe 
thou art good ? to'ſin againſt thee 
becauſe thy Mercies. abound ? -If; 
God be goodneſs it ſelf, if his Mer- 
cies be infinite, was it not. this: 
goodneſs I ought. to have applyed: 
my ſelf unto, by refraining from 
ſin? Shall I dare, my God, to-' 
hope hereafter for Pardon, hav- 
ing been guilty of ſo great a pre- 
{ſumption ? Shall I dare to -pro- 
mife unto my ſelf, any part in thy 
Goodneſs and Mercies, having ſo 
notoriouſly abuſed, both ? yes» 
my God, I dare, ſeeing thou haſt 
not. left thoſe without hopes theres 
of, who penitently bewail their ſins 
paſt, and truly convert themſelves 
Unto thee. Reſolution 
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Reſolntson, 


TO- more'my God, no :more-as 
XN formerly. The hopes of thy 
Mercy ſhall no -Jonger encourage . 
me -with-more freedom to fin; bat. 

vicken the amendment -of my life. 

'he uſe 1 'now intend 'to 'make of 
the remiſſion, I expe, of my 
crimes, 4s not the-deeper to erigage 
my ſelf therein, but the more ef- 
fectually, and with more fidelity 
to deteſt them. I'willno more ſay; 
my God, that thy Goodneſs is 'In- 
finite, to the end to offend thee 
with leſs fear, but with more-con- 
ftancy 'to love thee, and rather diez 
then -eyer to offend thee more. 


Prayer. 


T"Hoſe Lights, my God, which 
diipel the darkneſs I have 
lived in; and ſenſe thou haſt gtven 
| | me, 
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me, not without confuſion of my diſ- 
orders: þalt; are no other than the” 
preſent effect of rchy Mercies,which I 
cannot ſuthctently acknowledge. 
But yet are they but a_preamble, 
'1n reſpe&t of that great-and final 
work of Salvation, which ſtill needs. 
in order to Its perteftion, the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of thy. more Puiſlant Grace. 
Theſe feeble Reſolutions\, of mine 
muſt fall ro nothing, if notſuppor- 
ted by the force of "thy divine Love. 

*Tis all, my God: I can farther hope 
for at thy Hands, and what I hum- 
bly beg, through the Merits of Wy 
only and deareſt SON. 
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VII. Prnitation, 
Of Scandal. 
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pPerity. 


' A Ft Foe unto thoſe, who give 
 Y . V. Scandal. | 


"83 onſraergtion, 


T tis thou, my God, - who pro- 

nounceſt this Maledi&tion againſt 
thoſe, through whoſe fault Scandal 
arrives ; It is thou, who proclaim: 
eſt in thy Holy Scripthres, by the 
' Mouth of thy only Son, this ſo ter- 
rible an Anathema againſt all of ei- 
ther Sex, who become .unto others 
gn occaſion of Sin. And how de- 
ſerved an Anathema, how juſt a Ma: 
lediftion? For what is there more 


uns 
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pnworthy a Creature, than to con- 
tribute to the Offence of his Crea-. 
tor ? What more unworthy a Chri- 
ſtian, than to occaſion the Damna- 
tion of thoſe, whom Jeſus Chriſt 
hath a Will to Save? What mare 
unworthy a Perſon regenerated by 
Baptiſm, than to ſerve, as a ſnare 
- unto the Devil, to entrap thoſe, for 
whom the Son of God vouchſafed 
to ſhed his Blood ? We then to thoſe 
who give Scandal. 


Reflection, 


BE is it not againſt me, that 
Feſns Chriſt pronounceth this 
ſo formidable a Curſe ? Is ir not a- 
| gainſt me, that the Son of God ful- 
minates ſo terrible a Malediction ? 
Am not 1 of the number of thoſe; 
whoſe whole Induſtry bends to 2 
yain Adjuſtment of themſelves, 
and ſpare no Artifice to enveigle 0- 
thers ? One of thoſe, who by the 
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caſt of an Eye, by ſtuddied. Ex- 
preſſions, by an. immodeft Dreſs, 
; and other affeted Geſtures, have 
' entangled ſo many? Have notl of: 
ten ſaid in my heart, Let him, if 
he will, diſpleaſe God; what con- 
cerns it me? provided. that I but 
pleaſe him: Let him Damn, if he 
will, himfelf ; all that IT wall, 1s, 


that he but Loye me. 
V Hom doth not ſuch an im- 
' Þiety ſtrike with hor- 
rour * And yet, my God, it is but 
what my heart hath had a Will ts 
ſay, as often as I have occaſiond 
the Fall of others? How many 
Souls hath Hell ſwallowed up, on 
the account of my wanton Looks, 
my valn Attire, my freedom in 
Converſation ; At leaſt through 
my Advice and Solicitation, envi- 


Dng them to Places of Debauchz 
10. 
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Sorrow, 


£2 
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to Balls, to Comedies, to private 
Enterviews, or other Divertife- 
ments, where Liberty gave but pro- 
vocation unto Sin ? 

What cauſe have not 1, my 
God, to fear Damnation, who have 
cauſed the Damiiztion of fo many ?. 
Where, my God, ſhall I now find 


| Mercy, when nothing from thee, 


but Maleditton, can be expeRted ? 
Great. above Expreſſion, mutt the 
Scandals, which- I have given, 
though without defign of Offending 
thee be, fo to oblige thee, who 
art the Fountgin of all Benedicti- 
ons, to proclaim thy Maledictions . 
againſt me :* I ſay to oblige thee, 
who art my Father, to Damn me. 
How much better h2d it been for 
me, had a Mill-ſtone been faſtned to 
my Neck; and 1 therewith thrown 
into* ſome River or Sea, than to. 
have occaſioned the Ruin of fo,mas 
ny Souls : 'But my God, to whom 
all I fly but. unto thee, ye 
| NES” 
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this laſt of Extremities,, who will, 
but thee,. have Pitty on me? Let my 

Fears,my God,or rather let the | pre- 
cious Blood of thy dear and only 
pan» divert theſe Maledictions from 
Zalling on my head: Let my Sighs 
my God, or rather let thoſe in- 
deed 'of - the Holy Ghaſt appeaſe 
thy Wrath, reſtoring to me thy 
Love, and obtaining for ms thy 
BenediCtion. 


Reſclution, 


O more, my God, of Modes 
N offenſive unto thee ; No more 
of ſcandalous Dreſſes difpleaſingto 
Feſus Chriſt; No more'of Levity 
jn C Zonverſation, deſtructive of di- 
yine Grace ; No more of Portra- 
tures ſhocking Hoorgy 3 No more 
of Treats, no more of private En- 
terviews; no more of Glances» 
Smiles, or Geſtures, only uſeful 
£0 the PEImoney the damnation 


of 
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of Souls. Come Death, my God, 
come Death, rather than ever to 


adminiſter matter again of Sin, ra- 
ther than ever to occaſion again the 
Loſs of Souls, for which eſe Chriſt 
vouchſaf*d to ſhed his Blood. 


Prayer. 


| JT? is to Thee, my God; my Heart 


oweth the Reſolurion 1t hath 
here made: Support it with thy 
Grace, and I iy be ever Faithful 
unto thee. 
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IX. Peditation. 


Of the Converſion of a Sinner. 


_— 
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VY erity. 


# th chief Happineſs of a Chri- 

ſtian, conliits in the'Salvation 
of his Soul, as doth his greateſt 
Miſery in the eternal Loſs thereof. 


Con frderation, 


V Hart greater Happineſs can 


a Chriſtian arrive unto 
than the Poſſeſſion of God Almigh- 
ty, and that for all Eternity,' in the 
Plenitude- of his Glory? And in 
this doth Salvation conſiſt. What 
greater Miſery can befall a Chri- 
ſtian, than to be for ever Baniſh'd 
from the Face of God, - into the 
erFap” 
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dreadful Abyſs of Hell ? And this 
is what Datmnation imports. Got ! 
15 the only true Good a Chrittian 
can pretend” unto; the Poſfeflion 2? 
then of him is Perfect Happinels; 7 
the Loſs of him, the height of + 
Miſery. 


Refi:&on, 


O Chriſtian doth, or -can 7 

doubt of this, ſo Important | 
A : Verity; Bit how few, 1 ſay a> : 
gain, how few ſeriouſly reflect 
thereon 3 ? Ahtd as to my ſelf, how * 
ſeldom, have {| hitherto laid Tt to 
heart, how fetdom Allotted "it in : 
my Thoughts a Place ? Other mat= ! 
ters than this, thouzh the greateft } 
ard firſt 'of Veriti ;es, have” been | 
their Entertainment ; applying, 4s | 
T 61d, my lf with more folici-* | 
tude to the Entrigues of the” pre- | 
ſeat Times to the Maxims of the .| 
World, to the Artiiice of im» |] 


proving | 
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-proving fecular. Intereſts, - and q- 
# ther the like cqncerns, then to the 
* Conſideration of this ſo main, ſo 
 primea Truth; which now, through 
' the operation of thy Grace, be- 
 gins to make Imprefion on my 

Heart. 


Sorrow: 


.Qw diſordered, Oh my God! 
_- have my Thoughts, how great 
| bath the diſcompoſure of my Mind 
| been; thus to have been wholly 
| buſied op fſottiſh Vanities, on 
- 1dle, and. pſeleſs Curioſities, with- 
| out - once duely reflefting, on this 
ſo facred a Verity, which teach- 
eth me, of what Conſequence fu- 
ture Happineſs is ?- Grant me, my 
-- God, the Graee of Tears, worthi- 
' Iy te bewail theſe Diſorders of 
| mine, 


Aer 
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Reſolution. : | 


N O other Thoughts will I, 
| my God, hereafter adnut, 
then which ſhall promote the Sal- 
vation of my Soul. And the firſt 
of theſe great Verities, which ſhall 
hereafter enter into my ſerious 
Conſideration, ſhall be that, which 
hath to day Taught me, that I 
cannot be happy, but in the Enjoy» 
ment of Thee ; and that the eter- 
nal Loſs of my ſelf Inevitably fol- 
lows the Loſs of Thee. 


Prayer. 


T is the Work, my God, of thy 
+ Mercy, which, by the Difcove- 
{ ry of theſe great Truths, hath thus 
begun the Work of my Salvation. 
| But touch; my God, unto the quick 
F. my+*heart, and imprint firmly init 
MW. the Love of that, which thou hats 
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with all certainty, been gracio aſl |. 


pleaſed to make known unto me. 
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© On the ſame Subjed. 


To ths 
Fry 


Verity. 
He whole Care of a Chriſtian 
XZ . ought to be to promote his 
own Salyation. 


Conſideratson. 


FF the proper motion of all crea- 


tures naturally carries: them to 


*their end , Man cannot, without an 
infringmenrt of ſo generall a Law , 


place his cares on other Good then . 


"that of Beatirade, which is his End. 
And if a Part with the Saintsbe that 


| 


where- ] 
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4 F herenato a Chriſtian 1s called, he | 


cannot ſecure thighis Vocatian, "bur 
by applying himſelf with a Chrifti- 
an fervour, to'rhe praftice of thoſe 
actions '\which Chriſtian plery pre- 


ſcribes. Jalſtice and Piety are nat 


to 'be ſought for out of God:; All 
then which leads' not unto: him, 
can be bat Vanity, and falſhhood, - 
but 1m and damnation. | 


Refiet1on, 


Ere It is my ſoul, that thou 

oughteſt ro allemble all thy 
thoughts ; and feriouſly to enquire, 
whether thou haſt hitherto been a 
Chriſtian : Whether _— the 
Whole conrſe- of thy life, thou haſt 
Put. a dfigent- hand to the work 
of thy ſalvation : Wherher - thy 
heart, which cannot 'meet with its 
true "repoſe | but -in God alone, 


Hath bent all its motions towards 
him: And whether thou haſt with. 


al 
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an holy- Emulation - embraced. the 
Duties of a Chriſtian Life, - But 
will not 2 due reflection here- 
on lay open thy ſhame ? Wil) it not 
convince thee, that the procure- 
Went of thy Salvation, :hath been 
the leaſt of all thy thoughts; and 
Jaſt of all thy cares? Thar, the 
whole Courſe of thy Life hath beeq 
but a thirſting after Pleaſures,. a 
- meer dotage on Vanities, and conti- 


wal ſolicitude, which the embroil- 


ment of temporal concerns hath 
drawn thee into ? Pg 


Sarrow, 


V. Ith what Confaſion ought 

not. I to look back on 
this looſe Life of mine, which hath 
ſo little ſavour'd of a Chriſtian; 
ſo lite done, in order to the ſc- 
curing the Concerns of a Life to 
come? Ah! my God, It cannot 


but argue me void of Senſe, not - 


to: 
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EF bye through ſhame, ſo to live © - 
_ Sicrificed my "Heart, my. Cares, my : 
' Time, and Attions of my Life to 
\. Vanity, , to- Intereſt, to Pleaſure 3 
' ih'a word, to Creatures, to Sin ; 
} LF whoſe whole Fhoughts, and ſole 
Endeavours ought - not to- have 
Aim'd; but at the' advancement of: 
my. gouls eternal Good; what will 
- Honours, what will Riches, what 
Pleaſures avail 'me, ' whilſt I loſe 
my ſelf? What will the | whole 
World advantage me, if, together - 
with it, I Damn my ſelf? | 


Reſulrion 
Et it be Damn'd alone; As for- 
my part, I here dedicate from 
this inſtant my wholeCare,my whole 
Sqlicitude, my All, to the carrying 
| the great Work 'on'of my Salvati- 
.on- - ?Tis what alone concettis me, 
the reſt being all but Vanity- My 
Buoy ſhall hereafter be to pleaſe 
"_ 


IP 239) | 


Jeſus: Ghrift alone; 10, ſilence: and, 1 
ſalitude, as far as; my, ftate;ofs | 


Life, and Condition ſhall.permit. + 


- wilt only, from. (TAE Ah, oy : 


. occalions of declaring, a  War.to 
Vice, and making Grage to. triumph; 


by. an auſtere courſe. of . mortilicas; E 


tion, and general-retrenchment. of. 
whatſoever -ſhall-but ſerve: to.nou-. 


- riſhiſn, - and ſet me at, a diſtance; et 


veithi God. In. fine; my; whole: 
Work; ſhall be Prayers; Books of. 
Devotion, a comphance with: the; 
obligations, my, preſent” State. ſhall 
Jay upon me, 'with ſuch other Pious 
Exerciſes, as--axe\ſutable to the 
Life, and worthy the Character, 
= Vocation of.:a; "Ti TY 


Proyfri. 


| . bg thou haſt oiven mes my. .Godz, 


to-underitand, that I owe to... 


my Salvation, my* Thoughts, my; {| 


Ro my: Tuns.:; PNG 'thoy! Kao. 


* 


| By! 


eff, how ineffeftual without thee 
-1 my ffrongeſt Reſolutions, how 
4 fruitleſs my beſt Endeavours will 
I prove. - Support - then!,./ by 'thy 
4 powerful Hand, my: Frailty; my. 
'| future Happineſs is more the Work. 
| of thy Grace, than, my, own Will.; 
7] Perfett that then in me, which-my: 
1 whole force 'reacheth .nbt, without; 
1 thee unto. 


\ XI, -Beditation. 
On the ſame. Subje8;” 


Perity. 


; | -'YNleſs ye become Converted; 


I CA ye ſhall all undoubtedly per 


Cone * 


"T2467 Ov 
Conſideration; 


g all Light fine unto him, who 
IJ pleaſeth himſelf in Darkneſs ?. 
Are Rewards and Crowns beſtow- 
ed on thoſe, who merit the worſt. 
of Puniſhments ? Shall the glory of 
the Saints! be ' reſerved for him, 
who Lives in ſin? What Life then 
can he hope for, who remains in 
death ? that is to fay, What pre- 
tenſion can. he have to Heaven, 
whoſe Converſion 1s- the: leaſt, on 
Earth» of all his Cares ? It is no 
leſs impoſſible for him, who fefrains 
'not from Sin; to attain unto Sal- 
vation; then it is for Sanctiry to 
be a crime, for Heaven to be Hell, 
| or for the Saints ts become tranſ- 
form'd into Devils. Would fin be 
ſin, could it pretend to a place a- 
| bove? Yea, would God be God, 


_ſ—_——_——_—_ 


could he crown with Glory the {ins 


k. 


of men ? 


par + 
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It is God himſelf hath told ts; 
That if we-become not Converted, 
the Wrack of our Souls is una- 
voidable.' It is himſelf hath: aſ- 
ſur'd® us, that Converting not our 
ſelves, he will Arm with Indignatt- 
on himſelf againſt us. (4) | 


Refleion | | | 


T is then but Truth, yes,''tmy: 
God, as certain a truth as that 
thou art, that where an hearty 


_ and true Converſion 1s WAntIng» 


Hopes of Salvation are1n vatn that 
God' is no God for mes! my Heart 
{till hanging after Sin. But this fo 
great, 10 ſacred a Truth, threat- 
ning thus the worſt of Evils, have I 
ever: been ſenſible of ? "This Truth 
teaching me, that fin and damnati- 
on are inſeparable, and that. x3 
future' Happineſs depends on nt; 

preſent change of. Life ; Hath it 
irclined at all my Will to liſten to- 
(4) Pal. 7. P the 
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| My:Life-ath waſted it ſelf in Plea- 
al-Engagements4s And I perceived 


Sin, and ſaw not, that whilſt Sin 
« reigned ſo in-me, the Loſs of my 
 - ſelf could: not but inevitably 


+, - Sorrow, 


AB! my God) caſt meinot away. 
; A My; Life” til now, ?tis: true, 


leſs. than thee, there is nothing 1 


"234 By 


& 
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the Thought 'of| my Converſion? | 
ſures, in Namties, and dtherAenſn: | 


- nob my-{elf;to.be,, by ſuch an adhe-' 
ſiog-nato Creatures, hurried, on to 
Damnation. I:pafſed. ny - tinde in 


 _ hath been-a Life of Sin. But' my. 
God, I now-abhor it; apd thou haſt 
yet-mercy for -me- in ſtore: - It is: 
true, my | God, ..that having. lived 
without thee, and -loyed: nothing; 


can; pretend; unto, . nothing! which- 
I-ought not- juſtly -to apprehend' at- 
thy Hands: And- that it: is; . my: 


af 


(245): 
God, which Afflicts me, who am 
reſolved to Love hereafter, nothing 
but thee, and Fear nothing more 
than to be abandonid by. thee. 


-— wm lution. | 


Rom this very * moment., my 

God, I will no more think on 
Vanities,” but with a contempt 3 
no more on Pleaſures, but-with-an 
Avertien; no more on Debauches, 
Hatred, Revenge, or what other 
Sin ſoever, but with a Deteltati. 
on of | them all. 


97 09166 Prayer. : 
I Ut, my God, what Reſolutions 

ſoever 1: make,” ino Converſion 
follows of .the Heart, unleſs thou 


put an'Hand-unto the Work'z Con- 
vert-it-then, imy God, and1 {ball be 
aſſar'd of its': being. Converted un- 
to thee. 
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X11. Peditation. 
Of the Mercy of God. 


Pertty. 


"JOd- hath not . mercy. bat for 
IT Sinners. 


Conſoderation. 


He Mercy of God being that 

K which moveth him, through 
his: ſole Goodneſs, to Pardon the 
ſins of Men, were they all Inno- 
cent, 'or could they glory 1n any 
merits of their own; God. could 
not have for them; bur Tultice, and 
Rewards; there can be no place 
for Pardon, where -no | Guilt is: 
It. is for Sinners then. -alpne, my 
God, thy Mercies are reſeryed. 


Ree» 
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(245) 
Reflection, 


V That a weakneſs is it then 
to think, that God 
hath excluded me from- Mercy; 
becauſe I am a ſinner, 1 ought ra- 
ther to have believed, ir being no 
leſs a. Verity. then of. Faith, -that 
were I not a ſinner, he could not | 
make me an objeRt of -his Mercyz \ 
If my guilt then cauſeth my. con- 
fuſion, his Mercy is- that -which 
ought to fill me with Copſolation, 
What blindneſs was it then, 
that looking nor but on the diſ-* 
orders of my own life, and de-. 
formity. of my own foul; 1 never 
calt an eye on the Grace anda 
Goodneſs of him, who can: only 
therefore ſhew mercy unto me, be- 
| cauſe he hath been by me-offend- 
ed : How often did I tortuxe my 
{elf with the ſoleApprehenfion of his 
Juſtice, when {ugh t9 have whol 


ly 


Ws DP. 
ey 4 


(246) | 
BL; caſt my {elf into the Armes of 
EO | ; 


Sorrow. 


Jardon, my God, T ask- Pardon 
for the Wrong I'did thy Grace, 
whilſt liſtning to thoſe Sentiments 
of Grief and Fear, I only repreſfen- 

- ted to my ſelf the Enormity of my 
Crimes, //and' Rigours 'of thy Ju- 
ſtice ; as if thou wert without Mer- 
cy» or hadſt-reſerved itfor others 
than Sinners. 


Reſolution, 


Will no longer, my God, Took 

on--my own Crimes, {but as 
the Obje&t of thy Mercies; Nor 
will I any more abandon my ſelf to 
2 the Apprehenſion of -thy-'Jultice, 
unleſs to the end, to ſhelter my 
Nelf, with more Confidetice; in the 


 Boſom of thy Love, 
Pras 


x 
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Mprint, 'my-God, and'that/deep- 
i ly, this Belief in my Heart, and 
n | there irremovably Engraft fo'great 
a Truth, to' wit, that the ſight of 
my Offences ought not to make me . 
fly«from, or. retard my approach 
unto thee ; it-being the heighnoul- 
neſs of my Guitt, which onght "to 
raiſe my hopes of Pardon; anden- 
; courage me to repair. with grea- 

ter Aſſurance, to the SanCtuary of 
thy mercies.. ; +00 
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XII. Pevitation. 
On the ame onr-gt 


» \ 


Perity. 


| V\ FHere Sin abounds moſt, 


the Mercies of God dq 
moſt abquad. . 


ED Conſt, aeration, x 
5's \ 
10d' Mercy wlise” ' other 
thing than God himſe d 

in it ſelf, infinite, as are all other 


his divine Perfettions; ?tis ſubject 


. neither to-diminution;-or-encreafe : 


But confi dering it with relation un- 
to men, it may well be ſaid,” that 


the Sins of men are the eaſe of 


God's: mercy towards them ; and 
fhar our greateſt Tranſgreſos 
7 - REC 
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(249). 

needing the greateſt ſhare of Mer- 
cy, they are his greateſt Mercies, 
that greateſt Sinners lay belt claim 
nnto. | 


RefleeFion, 


Ow great was then my miſ- 
take, when amidſt the diſ- 
quiet I found my ſelf in, I became 
perſwaded, That:the Enormity of 
my Crimes excluded me from all 
retenſton unto Mercy ? Ought not 
rather to: haye known, That the 
Treaſure of his Mercies being open 
but to Sinners ; his greateſt Mere - 
cies were what greateſt Sinners had” 
beſt Title unto? And that this di- 
vine Treaſury of Mercy, being that 
which our Hopes ought ſolely to 
rely upon; the weightier 1 feel the 
Burden of my Sins, the [greater 
ought my Confidence -in. him to 
have been ;- whoſe Graces are there 
moſt plentifully imparted, where 
Sin doth moſt abound. Y 7 
OY 


Ss 4 
Sorrow, 


\ A L1 ſuch Perſwaſions then, my 
| God, I here abſolutely re- 
nounce, and beg thy Pardon for ha- 
ving made them the Subjett of my 
Diſquier, and Matter for my trou- 
bled Thoughts to feed - on ;  ha- 
ving.no orher Thought of thee, 


than how, amidſt the Apprehen=' 


ſions, [the remembrance ' of thy :Ju- 


- Rice had bred in. me, - to: fly, if'1 


could, 'from thee. 
Reſolution, 


'TF Thovghts, my God, of this 

nature, any -more diſquiet me: 
If ſuch Frights ſeize any more my 
Heart, I here diſownithem, [1 here 
renounce them all. I no leſs re- 
ſolve, that the Sorrow :due unto 
my Sins, .ſhall- hereafter flow from 
no other motive, -than the:Love of 


thee, 


| 


; i ( 251) 
'Uthee; and a firm reliance on thy 
Mercies 3 and purpoſe to Reject, 
| as the worſt of Tempations, what« 
| ſoever may diminiſh,” or cauſe me 
l to loſe 'the Confidence; I ought to 

Repoſe 1n thee. | 


| 

J Prayer, | , 
j- 6 þ 
. | FIRant me, - O Father,of Mer- | 
_ cies, grant me, the vileſt of 


thy Creatures, . this Confidence, 

x | that it is for me, the greateſt of - 
* | thy Mercies are reſerved. - A Grace 
not. to be expected but: from thee, 
who art a God of Conſolation. 
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-  * R1v. Peditation: 
© On the ſame Subjeft, | 


RR —————————— _— 


_ 7 
THe Mercies of God are gre 
4 ter than all the Sins, which 


' ever have been; oy-can be com- 


mitted. 
Conſideration, 


[| Readily ſubſcribe unto thisTruth, 
and willingly acknowledge, that 
the Bounty of my God being an 
undrainable ſource of Good, from 
which nothing of bad can flow 
it cannot :but exceed -the malice of 
men, which excluding not the poſ- _ 
ſibility of a change unto Good, 


. Cannot -be an undrainable ſource of 


Bad. | 


T. AE ah 


[> 


I 1 es 


ELD) = 
Bad. And who' can believe that 
'the default of:one particular: Na- 
'ture,: cah be-drawn into compari- | 
fon with the  PerfeCtions of a 'God, 
:who: cannot. but be Infinite in- all 
/which he is. I 

Reflection, | 
V Hy did not I then fix my 
a  Hopes- upon [this Mercy, 
which can pardon more than I'can 
offend-: -If 1'think that God can 


-ſhew Mercy unto- me, 'but that/the 


height-of my Crimes: merit that he 
caſt me off, it is but-Fruthz but 


it is to deſtroy Mercy, and wholly 


to deprive God of his chiefeſt Attri; 
bute, not to acknowledge, that it 
being but for the Guilty, it is but for 
thoſe who merit to be by him caſt off. 
* If I ſay unto: my ſelf, that God 
can indeed ſhew- Mercy unto mez 
but that he will not ; tis too offen= 
five unto Piety, and too much ſa- 
vours of Temerity, ſo to judge of . 
the deſigns of: God, which cannot 


Q  - but 


(294). 


but be hidden from me. \ The ki 


normity it felf of my -Crimes,; how 


great : ſoever, can Jend to ſuch a 


judgment no ſupport 3;bis greateſt 


'Merdies: pouring moſt themſelves 
then forth, when greatelt Sinners - 


need them. 
- 1,” in- fine, my, Anxiety tranſ- 


——_ Ao | far, as; te defire- to 


whether or na Gad will for- 
Bet my Offences, and ſhew me Mer- 
CY: It.is to bave a Will t 
trate too ' far into his- Connſalk, 


and to pretend unto a Priviledge, | - 


not: granted even to-Souls the maſt 


Elect.” Are not bis own Word, - 


and the Feltimony of my ewn Con- 
-{ctence a ſufficient affirance there- 
of 2 His Word, when by the mouth 
of 2 Prophet he "tolls mes .Fhat from 
the- moment, that a; finper ſhall defiff 
from ſm, an! do Perance, he will fars 
get bis iniquities + The Feſtimony, 


in fine, 'of my awn Conſcience: a&- 
Jures A that my- heart, having | 
through 


COogI. ED 
through Gods Grace, ſin; inno-lefs 
than abomination, and dreading no- 
thing more tharthe committing/it, 
is reſolved to-Love Got alone, who _ 
carinot [abandon thoſe. 'who: Love 

7 14 72796 Sorrow.” YE SEHT "7, 
Fter -{o: many, ſo: great -aſſu- 
Re rances of the Mercies of m 

God, ' who ſought .ine when'l file 
from him, and drew:me'to himſelf, 
when I. was fo faſt linkedauntoithe .. -» 
World, and moft engaged F 


It Sint, 


# 


| Whar an Ingratitude is*ity; what a __. 


Confuſion to be won with ſo-mach © = 
difficulty to repoſe that confidence 4 
in him, which. is due untg him, and 
to reſt-' entirely - fatisficd> therein ? 
| - Ah! my God forgive-MF- uf) 
”_. Ef aHFON., 
[| Will no longer lend Attention 
to what that Sorrow ſhall fwg- 
geſt, which is accompanied wiriyfo 
little of Love 5 nor liſtentothe fal- .. 
Jacious way of reaſoning, -uſed -by 
no Q 2 that 


( 256) ) 
| thatFeat which-is ſo tuch;a Fl 


$&-:== : -?Fisito-render ones. 


blind, to: have-a willto know 
- toomuch::;It ſufficeth, \niy.God;: to 
know--that. thy: Goodneſs. ſurpaſſeth 
. my malice, to render me aſlur'd; 
that my Crimes 7 dag exhauſt 
ae gaced of thy; Mercies: : 
$*3 "31 35 P r ayer.) f* 
Ut my God, -who, but thy GE 
::can:; 'give , me; that confidence 
| ubich-relyerh on thee alone. It is 


$k of Thee through the:Me- | 


E- =” EInyf thy Son, deny it 
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red ' XV; ation: 
"On "the / ſame Sabjett. 
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that 


| "OR of all the Evils can be- 
4 > fall zz$oul, :is to deſpair of the | 
Rejuitſion: of: his A and to believe, 


GG $7. > 
that all-the-Gates of Mercy are ſhuf 
againſt him. | 
Conſe, der ation. 
T was the Sin of Cain; who did 
not; ſo great an injury to: God, ' 
by unnaturally. embrewing his fra- 
'tricide hands in his Brothers inno- 
cent Blood, as: when he ſaid, that 
his Crime: was too great to hope for 
Pardon; -It , was this Deſpair of 
his, which compleatetl ; as Reproba= 
tion, - God, who 1s all: Goodneſs, 
cannot diſpence his Graces, and not 
efftetually excite us at. the ſame 
time to love them: Nor' can this 
Love but enkindle in us a deſire of 
them. So that'as- the firſt of his 
Mercies 1s 'that which Inſpires vs 
with a deſire of them; ſos it the 
laſt, and greateſt of miſeries, to 
deſpair. of obtaining them. 
Reflettion, 
V Hat Blindneſs ! -Fhis laſt 
| Y and worlt of Evilsis what. 
| icar; ang I perceive not that the 
=. - fear 


. Gs 2 8). : 
fear I haye of falling therevinto, is 
rs only thing which ofigageth -me 
deepeſt. therein. Ah? how often 
hath this fear cauſed-me-'to ſay, 
that the 'guilr of :ſo many: Crime, 
which lye fo heavy on me, cannot 
but exclude*me' from- alt hopes -of 
Pardon 3 but did not, "alas, re- 
fle&t, that this deſpair of Par* 
don, was that. which rendred -me 
moſt unworthy of it.” Nor did 1 
conſider, /that the'too great appre- 
henſion I had of being debarred from 
the Mercies of my God, might oc- 
caſion- the loſs of that only Good, 
which l moſt delire. 
Sorrow, 
'T is, my God; this Loye, and 
the deſire 1 have of thy Mercy, 
"Which makes me bewall 1n thy ſight 
the wrong I did unto it, ' by the 
thought I harboured, that my 
Crimes were above all hopes of 
Pardon ; and for this it is-I now 
| Tecurr unto hy Mercy. | 
| : Refo- 
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On more then of theſe Fears, 
which ſerve not but to bar ; 
my heart againftythy Merci 
firm confidgncetop hr re otar 
from this very moment I re Ire, 
as1 ought; aþoni } And [porpoſeits 
renountes as the'greateſts of, Eyils, 
whatſoever-ma endanger : this ſo 
Amorous' a” co dence, which thy 
will is [ thoald—have in thy-Mer- 
cies. 
| ' Prayer, w” 

Gtipors my God, with the' Farce 
thy Grace» this Reſolution 
- Which thy Love inſpires ; and {treng- 
then this ſo Holy an Alliance of the 
Sorrow due to my Sins, with that 
firm Confidence thon commandelt 
me to lodge on the Abundance of 
thy Goodnels. 
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